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New Partnership Will Fund Innovation in HIV Prevention and Services 
 

 
NEW YORK, NY:  With a meeting of Governor Andrew Cuomo’s Task Force to end the AIDS epidemic today in 

New York City, it’s meaningful that the Stonewall Community Foundation, a leading LGBTQ philanthropy 

organization, and Amida Care, a not-for-profit health plan, are announcing a grantmaking partnership that will 

fund programs and projects on the cutting edge of HIV prevention and services in New York City.  The Amida 

Care Fund at Stonewall Community Foundation will seek out and support broad-based prevention strategies that 

engage members of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) community who are most at risk 

for HIV infection or who are HIV positive but not virally suppressed or receiving necessary care.  

Stonewall and Amida Care have close relationships with organizations working with LGBTQ and also HIV-

affected people.  Additionally, both share a strong commitment to being community-driven and accessible, 

directing resources to where they are urgently needed and can be most effective.  The Amida Care Fund at 

Stonewall will award grants on an annual basis to nonprofits that best embody these values. 

“Ending the HIV/AIDS epidemic is very much a fight for LGBTQ lives,” said Jarrett Lucas, Executive 

Director at Stonewall Community Foundation. “And since our founding, we at Stonewall have been dedicated to 

that work. We’re excited for our partnership with Amida Care because it means that unprecedented funding will 

be available to groups on the front lines that are paying attention to LGBTQ people on the margins.” 

“It is an honor for Amida Care to join forces with the Stonewall Community Foundation to jointly work 

towards eliminating the spread of HIV among members of the LGBTQ community most at-risk.  Amida Care has 

extensive experience working with populations most impacted by HIV, other chronic conditions such as Hepatitis 

C or addictions, and social determinants of health,” said Dr. Jerry Ernst, Chief Medical Officer at Amida Care. 



“Together we will bring new and effective prevention tools to communities most impacted, especially 

low-income young MSM of color and trans women,” said Doug Wirth, President and Chief Executive Officer at 

Amida Care. “It’s time to pull together in service of life, liberty for all, and individual wellness that contributes to 

community vitality.  By supporting authentic self-expression and appreciating the gifts of diversity, we can 

embrace wisdom that teaches and medicine that heals and reconnects our hearts.” 

The first grants from The Amida Care Fund at Stonewall Community Foundation will be made in the 

spring of 2015, and are expected to continue annually.  Interested individuals are invited to contribute to the 

Fund.  Please contact Carlie Steen, Stonewall Program Manager, at 212.367.1537 or 

grants@stonewallfoundation.org. 

 

 

 

Amida Care (AC) is a private, not-for-profit Medicaid and Medicare health plan whose 

mission-driven approach is based on working closely with each member and surrounding them 

with a community of committed providers.  They specialize in providing comprehensive medical, 

behavioral, and psychosocial support services to over 6,000 individuals living with chronic conditions 

(HIV, SMI and SUD) or experiencing homelessness.  AC is sponsored by New York City-based 

community health centers/ASOs/CBOs, including Acacia Network, Community Healthcare Network, 

Harlem United, Help PSI, Housing Works, St. Mary's Episcopal, and Village Care. 

 

With a focus on the five boroughs, Stonewall Community Foundation strengthens LGBTQ New York 

by thoughtfully engaging donors and investing in dynamic organizations. Stonewall raises and directs 

funds toward the incredibly diverse efforts being made to celebrate LGBTQ lives and cultural contributions, 

advance our rights, and secure our freedom. Since 1990, Stonewall has awarded more than $17 million 

to more than 600 organizations, funding in 30+ issue areas. 
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