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Although reliable estimates on the extent of identity theft against minors have not been 
thoroughly determined, recent studies have begun to shed light on the problem.  A 2012 
study by AllClear ID found, based on a review of the credit files of 27,000 American 
children, that more than 10 percent of children were victims of identity theft.  Similarly, a 
2011 study estimated that 140,000 instances of identity fraud are perpetrated on minors 
in the United States each year.  A recent, Florida-specific analysis of identity theft against 
minors estimated that approximately 52,000 children in Florida will be victims of identity 
theft this year. 
 
In response to concerns regarding identity theft, 49 states including Florida have adopted 
laws that allow a consumer to freeze access to his or her consumer report and prevent 
anyone from trying to open a new account or new credit.  A security freeze restricts a 
consumer reporting agency from releasing a consumer report or any information from 
the report without authorization from the consumer.  A freeze also requires authorization 
to change information - such as the consumer’s name, date of birth, Social Security 
number, and address - in a consumer report.  A security freeze remains on a consumer 
report until the consumer removes it. 
 
CS/CS/CS/SB 242, the Keeping I.D. Safe (KIDS) Act, enables a guardian or other advocate 
for a protected consumer to place a security freeze on the protected consumer’s 
consumer report.  A protected consumer includes a child who is younger than 16 and 
others who are represented by a guardian or other advocate, often as the result of 
mental incapacity. 
 
The bill passed out of the Senate on Wednesday, March 26.  Its House companion 
CS/CS/HB 151 is on second reading in the House. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For additional information, please contact  
the United Way of Florida at:  (850) 488-8276. 

https://www.allclearid.com/themes/allclearid/docs/ChildIDTheftReport2012.pdf
https://www.allclearid.com/themes/allclearid/docs/ChildIDTheftReport2012.pdf
http://www.freshfromflorida.com/content/download/33188/813700/Economic_Impact_Study_on_Child_ID_Theft.pdf
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2014/0242
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=51266&SessionId=75

