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HHeeaalltthhyy  FFaammiilliieess  SSaavveess  LLiivveess  &&  MMoonneeyy 
 
The Florida Department of Children and Families Child Fatality Trend Analysis: January 1, 
2007 through June 30, 2013 found that 75 percent of all child deaths in Florida occur 
between 0 and 2 years of age, and that prior in-home services reduce the odds of death 
by 90 percent.  
 
Healthy Families Florida is an evidenced-based, voluntary home visiting program that 
works with parents to prevent child abuse and neglect, promote healthy child 
development, and improve family self-sufficiency.  Skilled home visitors work with at-risk 
parents to accept personal responsibility by setting goals for themselves and their 
children that lead to family self-sufficiency and healthy, safe and nurtured children who 
are ready to succeed in school and life.  Healthy Families services begin early.  They are 
voluntary, and they are tailored to meet the needs of families. 
 
Healthy Families Florida’s 2012-13 annual performance report shows 98 percent of the 
15,241 children in 8,572 high risk families served were free from abuse both during 
services and 12 months following service completion.  Last year, the Department of 
Children and Families analyzed Healthy Families outcomes and found an astounding 95 
percent of children served were free from abuse and neglect three years after completing 
the program. 
 
The Florida Sheriffs Association says it best: “Florida Sheriffs realize the importance of 
crime prevention. Sheriffs know the crime of child abuse affects vulnerable children in 
horrible ways and that is why the best and smartest way to address child maltreatment is 
to prevent it before it ever happens.” 
 
That’s why a diverse array of statewide partners support the program, including the 
Florida Sheriffs Association, Kiwanis, the Florida Catholic Conference, Guardian ad Litem, 
the Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence, Florida Afterschool Network, Florida 
Department of Children and Families, the Florida Children’s Council, Children’s Home 
Society, and the United Way of Florida.  We applaud Governor Scott for his proposal to 
increase the state’s investment in Healthy Families Florida by at least $7 million dollars to 
sustain quality and serve additional high risk families who need and want this critical 
program. 
 
 
 

 

For additional information, please contact  
the United Way of Florida at:  (850) 488-8276. 

http://centerforchildwelfare2.fmhi.usf.edu/qa/ChildFatalities/ChildFatalityTrend2007-2013.pdf
http://centerforchildwelfare2.fmhi.usf.edu/qa/ChildFatalities/ChildFatalityTrend2007-2013.pdf
http://www.healthyfamiliesfla.org/

