
Donna Barton Brothers is a familiar face to 

anyone involved with Thoroughbred racing. 

The daughter of one of the first licensed 

female jockeys, Patti Barton Browne, Donna 

followed in her mother’s footsteps, becoming 

the second-winningest female jockey in 

terms of money earned at the time of her 

retirement in 1998.

Parlaying her success on the track as a 

jockey into success on the track as an on-air 

racing analyst for NBC Sports and TVG she 

has a busy schedule and was quite content 

not adding to it. As she simply explains, “I 

didn’t need another job.”  

Take, for example, the description of her 

recent correspondent duties for this past 

Breeders’ Cup week. “During Breeders’ Cup week I get into town on Sunday, watch a ton  

of racing videos in preparation for Monday through Wednesday’s Works shows for TVG. 

Although the Works Shows are a ton of, well, work, they really help me wrap my head 

around the 160 or so horses that will be racing on Breeders’ Cup days.” Additionally, she 

visits the track in the mornings, takes notes on all the jockey stats and mentally archives 

interesting tidbits about the horses, trainers and jocks that could potentially paint a 

more vibrant picture for an unanticipated story come race day.

Her work with NBC during Breeders’ Cup week overlaps with TVG and involves 

numerous production meetings which tackle the various issues inherent in covering live 

events. “We have a format for Friday and one for Saturday with both of those shows 

broadcasting live on the NBC Sports Network. There is a separate format for Saturday’s 

prime time show on NBC.” She continues, “Obviously we can’t rehearse any of the live 
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action stuff but we try to not leave any stone unturned. It would be embarrassing to us if 

a horse wins but we never brought up his name in the telecast so we are very cognizant 

that every horse needs to be talked about, even if it’s just in the post-parade.”

Why then, with so much going on professionally for Donna, would she joyfully choose to 

add to her crazy schedule and accept a position with Starlight Racing? Her answer is 

straightforward and informed by a lifetime in the racing business. “They are a rare 

partnership. I felt like there wasn’t enough general knowledge out there about Starlight 

Racing and how they are different from other partnerships and I really like them so very 

much.” Therefore, her participation as the COO (Chief Operating Officer) of Starlight 

Racing overseeing Partnership Development and Client Relations for both Starlight and 

StarLadies Racing (Starlight’s new, all-female partnership) is a testament to the special 

and unique characteristics of the syndicate.

For several years Donna was aware of and 

impressed by Starlight Racing, especially 

managing partners Jack and Laurie Wolf and Barb 

and Donnie Lucarelli. After her husband, Frankie, 

was offered the position of Bloodstock Agent for 

Starlight following his retirement from training in 

2009, Donna got to know the group better. 

Around this time the internal structure of the 

partnership shifted. “Jack and Donnie decided to 

go another direction and hired several part-time 

people who could perhaps be a bit more 

specialized and cover things a little more 

extensively.” This was in 2012. In addition to Donna,  

Starlight hired Elizabeth Ovelman (who has an MBA 

and previously worked at Procter & Gamble) to handle Marketing and Social Media and 

me (Jennifer Calder) to write their newsletters and features. The trio joined Starlight 
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veteran Debby Smith, Starlight’s Office Manager, who oversees everything from 

invoicing and partner splits to communications about the horses and their training and 

racing updates.  

Beyond this, Starlight Racing is also unique in that Jack and Donnie have their own 

money in the game. “If the horses don’t have a profitable year, neither do Jack and 

Donnie. They don’t make money if the horses don’t make money and a lot of other 

partnerships don’t work like that. In many other partnerships the person who manages 

the syndicate makes money whether the horses do or not.”

 

Add to this the welcoming atmosphere set by the Wolfs’ and Lucarellis’.  “It is a trickle-

down attitude. I love the tone they set for 

non-judgmental relationships. They don’t 

judge anybody and accept people for who 

they are and so there is no bickering or 

behind-the-scenes nonsense. You don’t feel 

like you are in high school - everybody just 

be happy or leave!”

It’s a formula that seems to be working as 

Starlight Racing’s record attests - big wins 

and big fun!
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