
Starlight Racing’s Q&A with Mike Smith!

 
 The end of any race you win - especially by such a close margin -is always the best 
part, for obvious reasons. In this Q&A with Hall of Fame jockey Mike Smith read why he 
claims the end of the Risen Star was the best part for Intense Holiday’s future!

 Mike Smith took time out of his busy racing schedule to chat with Starlight 
Racing about the impressive performance of Intense Holiday at the Risen Star Stakes. 
Smith is also scheduled to pilot him in the upcoming GII Louisiana Derby on March 
29th at Fair Grounds.

   

Jockey Mike Smith thanks the heavens following his win in the Risen Star Stakes as 
Starlight Racing’s connections Barb Lucarelli, Suzanne Masters and Jennifer Moffett lead 

the victorious Intense Holiday to the Winner’s Circle 



Starlight Racing: What a great race! That was fanastic!

Mike Smith: Thank you! I appreciate it. He ran great!

Starlight Racing: Can you talk a little bit about the race? I read that he slipped coming 

out of the gate?

Mike Smith: The first jump, he kind of slipped. He broke - actually - he was going to break 

really well and then he kind of slipped a little bit. It was a concern because one of two 

things can happen: a lot of times you get yourself out of position or, as in his case, he 

jumped up. I think the slip startled him a just bit and he jumped up and really got in the 

bridle real soon.  This was actually a good thing because it did put me in a good spot, right 

where I wanted to be. 

He’s a young, growing athlete, he’s learning and he was a bit aggressive and I was trying to 

talk him out of being quite that aggressive and he was like, ‘oh, ok’ and then completely 

let go! And I was like, ‘no, no, that’s not exactly what I wanted!’ [laughs] I want that in-

between! So we kind of had that conversation going on a little bit, so for him to do that 

and then still run the way that he ran was impressive to me because it shows there is room 

to grow mentally there and that’s a real good thing. You want a horse really stepping 

forward at this time of the year. You really want to see that in these 3 year-olds and you 

can see the progress that he’s had. I’ve watched his races before and then riding him on 

Saturday [Risen Star] you just saw him take a big step forward, which is a good thing.

Another thing that I really liked about him was I loved the way he gathered himself back 

up real quick after the race. He wasn’t in distress which gives you an indication that the 

distance certainly didn’t bother him at all and that there is probably room for even more. 

That is always a good thing. I mean, you look at their body language pulling up and all the 

other 3 year-olds are kind of standing there and stood there for a good 5, 6, 7 seconds 

before they even turned around and went back. And he just kind of stood there and 

looked up [Mike lets out a big exhale, mimicking Intense Holiday] ‘alright,’ turned around 

and came right back. The distance certainly didn’t seem to be a problem for him which is 

really good. This is what you want to see.

I thought the best part of his race was the last 16th of a mile, which is another encouraging 

thing. They are all positive signs! Everything was positive for me as far as what I took out of 



him and out of the race and he should even get better going into the next one and then 

hopefully, that puts him right where we want him to be first Saturday in May.

Starlight Racing: Did you feel like you had a lot of horse left when he settled off the pace 

or were you sitting back there hoping you had horse?

Mike Smith: Oh yeah, yeah. I knew I was loaded! I felt confident, especially when I did get 

him out that he was going to run. And saying that, he just did get up but you’ve also got to 

give credit to the horse that was second [Albano] because he ran a bang-up race. Not one 

time did Albano give in. I had to literally take it from him, it wasn’t given to us so that was 

another good sign. It wasn’t like that horse in the lead just caved in and we just staggered 

on in front of him. I mean, I had to keep reaching and reaching and reaching to get it and 

Intense Holiday did that so I was encouraged.

Starlight Racing: Now could you tell much about his personality? I know you didn’t 

spend a lot of time with him.

Mike Smith: To be honest, I didn’t get the chance to spend a whole lot of time with him. 

Warming him up, Todd told me to take him away and warm him up real good and get him 

on his toes because we wanted him to be a little forward in the race, so that’s what I did. 

He warmed up great, very focused, very happy. He was a horse that, like I said, you can 

see he’s just getting good at the right time, you know? 

He wasn’t a horse that was nervous. Here he is at a new place and a lot of times they are 

just nervous wrecks, ‘oh man, where am I at? oh?!’ I mean, he was just checking things 

out, ‘oh cool! this is neat.’ [laughs]. Nothing bothered him! Which is a good thing because 

you go into a crowd, like the first Saturday in May, and most of 3 year-old’s races are over 

before they even run because of all the pressure. They can feel it, it’s part of it and he 

handled the new surroundings like it was nothing so again, all positive stuff. 

Starlight Racing: So is there anything else you’d like to share about either Intense Holiday 

or the race?

Mike Smith: He didn’t draw away and just win the race where everyone was like, ‘Wow! 

Incredible!’ What I liked about it was he really had to fight for it and he did it. He got it. 



He was well within himself after the race, he gathered himself up quick, a lot of energy 

was still there  - all good stuff.

Starlight Racing: Watching it was exciting because it appeared he would have won by 

more if the distance had been greater.

Mike Smith: Exactly.  The best part of the race was the last part. He was just starting to 

really reach. Can you imagine going another 1/8th of a mile? He would have had even 

more of a ‘wow factor. He fought. It was good, it was real good. He fought and you could 

tell with the race that the more experience he has, it’s going to get better for him. He’s 

learning. He’s getting it.  He’s young but he’s a big, powerful athlete, man! All good stuff!

--- Jennifer B. Calder for Starlight Racing


