
The NEW Biotech Law Section of the Ventura County Bar Association, 
in conjunction with the Ventura BioCenter, is pleased to present: 
 

November Biotech Law Seminar:  
Gene Patent Update 
 

 

 

What’s left of human DNA patents after 

the Supreme Court’s June 13 decision?   

Date:  Thursday, November 7, 7:30-9:00 a.m.  
Location:  Ventura BioCenter-1176 Tourmaline Dr, Thousand Oaks 

   http://venturabiocenter.com/contact/ 

Admission:  No charge to public - RSVP: pk@dk4law.com 

Attorney CLE:  $20 for non-VCBA Biotech members, $15 for members 

 “Are Human Genes Patentable?”  

 November 30, 2012, in ACLU v. Myriad, the Supreme Court granted certiorari to address this single issue. 
 The USPTO and the European Patent Office have granted patents on human DNA since the early 1980’s.  
 The ACLU brought a challenge to the practice, arguing inter alia that Myriad’s patented $3.5k breast cancer 

predisposition diagnostic test, which was based on Myriad’s discovery of the location and isolation of certain 
hereditary genes, exceeded the bounds of patent eligibility -- and that gene patents were bad public policy.  

 On June 13, 2013, the Supreme Court issued a ruling invalidating a significant portion of the challenged patents:   
“[A] naturally occurring DNA segment is a product of nature and not patent eligible merely because it has been 
isolated.”  

 Myriad has since brought suits against various rivals, claiming the bulk of its patent rights survive the ruling.   
 Quest Diagnostics just joined the fray, filing a preemptive action against Myriad in California’s Central District.  

Join us to discuss the legal, bioethical, and economic issues in play.  

Speaker:  Panda Kroll, Esq. is a Senior Attorney at DK Law Group and Chair of the VCBA Biotech Law Section. 

For more info: Panda Kroll, Chair, VCBA Biotech Law Section pk@dk4law.com; www.dk4law.com;  
Greg Cauchon, Director, Ventura BioCenter Greg@AmethystLS.com; www.venturabiocenter.com 
 
This activity has been approved for Minimum Continuing Legal Education (MCLE) credit by the State Bar of California in the 

amount of one hour. VCBA certifies that this activity conforms to the standards for approved education activities prescribed by 

the rules and regulations of the State Bar of California governing Minimum Continuing Legal Education.  
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