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The Greater Fort Lauderdale Sister Cities International (GFLSCI) welcomed 
TOENDE Manufacturing Company from Barcelona, Spain.  As the Mayor Joan 
Mora Bosch of Mataro promised during the official signing ceremony in 
February of the 18th sister city with Fort Lauderdale "there will be many 
opportunities to do business with the newly formed sister city."  
  
Ivan Mutis, GFLSCI Chair for Mataro Spain introduced the father and two 
sons executive team of TOENDE to several companies and organizations on 
both the east and west coasts of Florida.   
  
Toende's short term vision is to look at the United States, Latin and 
Caribbean markets and determine the potential business opportunities in the 
cruise, hospitality and medical industries.  TOENDE made the commitment to 
expand their manufacturing facility in Spain and with their large market 
share in Spain and Europe they are positioned to begin exploring expansion 
in other markets.  This company has survived the very challenging economy 
in Spain and with the partnerships of companies in their related industry 
have grown and looking for new markets. 
 
 



 
 
Al Battle and Bob Wojick of the Economic Development Division of Fort 
Lauderdale met with the Mr. Campanins and his sons as they expressed their 
interest to develop both a short term and long term vision.  The Economic 
Development Division assured the team that Fort Lauderdale is ready to 
assist any way they can to facilitate their 1-5 year plan, including a 
future manufacturing facility in the Fort Lauderdale area.  
  
Al Battle addressed many of the issues which would concern any company 
entertaining a relocation or expansion and especially, in this case, the 
shipping from Spain to Fort Lauderdale and then from Fort Lauderdale 
domestically and to Latin and Caribbean countries.  Al assured all there are 
many opportunities with the Free Trade Zone and cargo companies to assist 
with all their needs. 

 
About Greater Fort Lauderdale Sister Cities International 
Greater Fort Lauderdale Sister Cities International (GFLSCI) is a non-profit 
citizen diplomacy network dedicated to creating and strengthening 
partnerships between Fort Lauderdale and cities around the world in an 
effort to increase global cooperation on many levels. This passport to the 
world promotes cultural understanding and humanitarian programming and 
stimulates economic development. The City of Fort Lauderdale presently has 
18 sister city relationships across the world. 
 
GFLSCI not only promotes the City of Fort Lauderdale around the world but 
leads the movement for local community development and volunteer action 
by motivating and empowering private citizens, municipal officials and 
business leaders to conduct long-term programs of mutual benefit. To find 
out more about our organization, please visit our Website,Facebook page 
and Twitter. 
  
Website:www.gflsci.org 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/GFLSCI 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/GFLSCI 
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