
Of the majority of the players who dropped  

out did they have common characteristics ? e.g. 

Didn’t like it anymore  

Negative atmosphere in 
team 

Injury 

Chose to play another 
sport 

Chose for other activities 
(not sport) 

Didn’t like my 
teammates 

Didn’t likethe quality of 
the training 

To much attention was 
paid to the high teams 
(instead of to my team) 

Didn’t like all the yelling 
and aggression on the 
pitch 

Had to pay more 
attention to school 

What you see are the most common reasons to quit playing football for boys. In the header the age groups are displayed and in the first colomn the most common reasons. The percentages in the table 
display the frequency of the mentioned reason and whether this differs significantly from other age groups (displayed by the numbers. 

BOYS 



Of the majority of the players who dropped  

out did they have common characteristics ? e.g. 

Didn’t like it anymore  

Negative atmosphere in 
team 

Injury 

Chose to play another 
sport 

Chose for other activities 
(not sport) 

Didn’t like my 
teammates 

Didn’t likethe quality of 
the training 

To much attention was 
paid to the high teams 
(instead of to my team) 

I wish I was better than I 
actually am  

Had to pay more 
attention to school 

What you see are the most common reasons to quit playing football for girls. In the header the age groups are displayed and in the first colomn the most common reasons. The percentages in the table 
display the frequency of the mentioned reason and whether this differs significantly from other age groups (displayed by the numbers. 

GIRLS 



the month in which they were born 
 Boys  

5-12 yrs 
(n=26920) 

Boys  
13-18 yrs 
(n=32245) 

Girls  
5-12 yrs 
(n=4071) 

Girls  
13-18 yrs 
(n=8859) 

January 7.7% 8.2% 8.8% 8.4% 

February 7.4% 7.8% 7.7% 8.0% 

March 7.6% 8.1% 7.6% 8.3% 

April 7.4% 8.0% 6.9% 8.4% 

May 7.6% 8.3% 7.7% 7.8% 

June 7.6% 8.4% 7.2% 7.7% 

July 9.7% 9.1% 9.0% 8.7% 

August 9.5% 8.3% 10.8% 8.2% 

September 9.4% 8.7% 8.8% 8.4% 

October 9.0% 8.7% 9.0% 8.6% 

November 8.5% 8.2% 8.5% 9.3% 

December 8.5% 8.3% 8.0% 8.3% 



the length of time they were registered 



the type of club where they were registered 
( e.g. single or mixed sex) 

• In the Netherlands there is no such thing as the type of club. What we do 
have is whether girls play in teams with only girls in a mixed competition 
or whether girls play in a girls’ competition or whether they play between 
boys. 
 

• There are clubs that don’t have girls within their clubs, but these clubs are 
rathers scarce at the moment.  
 

• We know from all girls within our quitting data whether they have played 
with girls or in mixed teams or competitions.  
 

• We didn’t ask the boys whether or not they were part of a club with or 
wothour girl teams.  
 

• So, is there anything you would like to know based on the above 
mentioned information? 



Is there any data on the characteristics who 
continued to play ? 

Intention to start playing again 

When do you want to play again? 

Quitted last year 

Quitted permanently 

Chose new club 

Quitted but has the 
intention to start again 

quitted temporarily Quitted perminantly 

This season 

Within 2-3 years 

I don’t know (yet) 

Target population 
(field footballl) 

Futsal or beach soccer 
 

Don’t know Yes No 

As the target population were permanently quitted field 
football players, we disn’t analyse the data of those who 
decided to continue. If you want to, we can do some more 
analyses but this will take time. 
 
Of our population that never quitted playing football as well 
as on the population of this scheme, we know all 
demographic characteristics. If you tell me where you are 
interested in I can do some analyses. 



Is there any data on the characteristics of 

players who dropped out and then returned 
to play? 

Quited permanently 

Planned to start 
again 

Started at another club 
(still playing football) 

Most important reasons for quitting 
1. Not motivated anymore 
2. lacking time 
3. didn’t like football anymore 
4. bad atmosphere in team 
5. injury 

Most important reasons for quitting 
1. Not motivated anymore 
2. Quility of training 
3. Bad communication of the club 
4. Moved home 
5. bad atmosphere in team 

Most important reasons for quitting 
1. Lach of time 
2. Had to spend time at school 
3. Not motivated anymore 
4. Injury 
5. bad atmosphere in team 

! Results of the total 
population not 
specifically youth. Futher 
analyses are possible but 
will take time. 


