
The fastest growing segment 
of college students in 
America just received a big 
boost from Rogue Valley 
businessman and developer, 
Laz Ayala.

The “Lazaro Ayala Opportunity Scholarship” encourages first-

generation Latino students living in Oregon with limited financial 

resources to attend Southern Oregon University.

Laz, who emigrated as a child from El Salvador during that nation’s 

civil war, says, “I am proud I can support these hard-working 

students as they pursue their education and a better life for their 

families. I can personally relate to their stories. I was given many 

opportunities and I am happy to pay it forward.”

Laz’s wife Carlie says community support is important to their 

family. “We are so proud of each of the three recipients. They have 

persevered through great hardships and have outstanding goals.  

We know they’ll accomplish great things and also give back  

to their communities.”

A legacy gift: 
the journey across generations

Belle Headlee Hewitt ‘28 graduated from Southern Oregon State Normal School to become 

a teacher. One dream was replaced with another and she became a wife, mother and great-

grandmother. She focused on giving back to the community. 

Eighty-five years later, Medford resident, Kaylese Smith is living out Belle’s first dream of 

becoming a teacher. Kaylese completed her associate degree at Rogue Community College 

and will pursue her bachelor’s in elementary education at SOU in the fall. 

Thanks to a gift from Belle’s family an endowed scholarship in her honor will help Kaylese 

reach her dream. Kaylese feels honored and grateful for the support.

community investment
A powerful

of our Oregon students are  
the first in their families to 

attend college

60% 
What kind of a legacy 

will you leave?
A bequest is an easy and tangible  

way to leave a lasting legacy to the 
people and charitable organizations 

that mean the most to us.
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