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New York City School Chancellor Dennis Walcott presents a Mayoral Proclamation to New York Family Editor Eric Messinger

The 2013 Blackboard Awards Honors 20 Of The City’s Best Schools And Principals 

The Honored Schools And Principals Represent The Best of All Educational Sectors—Public, Private, Charter, and Parochial—In The City  

The 2013 Blackboard Awards For Schools honored 20 of the finest schools and principals in the city at a special ceremony at Scholastic’s headquarters in Manhattan on Monday night, November 18, 2013.  

The longest-running and most prestigious celebration of excellence in local education, the Blackboard Awards honors schools and educators from all sectors (public, private, charter, and parochial) and grade levels (nursery through high school). 

This year’s group of honorees were marked by their academic achievements, devoted faculties, and the diversity of their school communities and educational philosophies.  

“As always, it was a deeply moving ceremony,” says Eric Messinger, editor-in-chief of New York Family magazine, which produces the event in addition to the Blackboard Awards For Teachers, which takes place in the spring. “To see such everyday heroes get some well-deserved recognition; to hear their stories and reflections; to get a sense of how they marry incredible talent and idealism in the service of educating our children, it just fills you with hope and appreciation. At the risk of sounding Pollyanna, I felt that Monday night’s ceremony was an especially inspiring reminder of how much good and important work goes on every day in our schools, and also that there are many types of good schools out there.”  

The honorees represented a broad range of schools, from elite “Gifted & Talented” public schools, to beloved neighborhood nursery schools, to schools with uncommon but very successful progressive approaches, to traditional schools devoted to serving lower income communities. Several schools received special citations: Central Park East 1 & 2 for Progressive Education; the Dwight School for Community & Citizenship; Hunter College High School for Sports; the Mandell School for Environmental Awareness; and Quest To Learn for Special Needs. A number of principals were also honored for their outstanding work. 

Many of the educators shared stories and reflections about their schools and their experiences in education. The evening’s most emotional turn was when Principal Brian O’Connell accepted an Outstanding Middle School/High School Award for Scholars’ Academy, an accelerated 6–12 public school in the Rockaways. Because of the damage caused by super-storm Sandy, over 60 percent of the school’s students and more than 1/3 of the staff were rendered homeless or dislocated last year. Remarkably, the school’s 2013 graduating class posted a 100 percent graduation rate.
The 2013 Blackboard Awards For Schools took place at the Auditorium at Scholastic, at 557 Broadway, in Manhattan’s SoHo neighborhood. The night was hosted by Lisa Belkin, the senior columnist on life, work and family for The Huffington Post. Additionally, a Mayoral Proclamation was presented to New York Family editor-in-chief Eric Messinger by New York City Schools Chancellor Walcott. The sponsors of the evening include the United Federation Of Teachers, the City University of New York, Yorkville Youth Athletic Association, Stomping Ground Photo, and Scholastic Event Services.   

In addition to the fall ceremony for schools and principals, there is a spring celebration for teachers and guidance counselors. The Blackboard Awards have two primary goals: to honor the work of dedicated and wonderful educators and school communities, and to serve as an ongoing resource for parents. New York Family, which is part of Manhattan Media, highlights the awards as part of their ongoing coverage of local education news, issues, and resources.  Profiles of this year’s honored schools and principals are posted on newyorkfamily.com.  
The recipients of the 2013 Blackboard Awards For Schools And Principals are:  

Outstanding Nursery School Principals: The Co-Directors of the Village Preschool Center, Suzette Burdett, Jeff Ramsay, and Brunie Surget
Outstanding Nursery School: Garden House School of New York 

Outstanding Nursery School: The Saul and Carole Zabar Nursery School at the JCC in Manhattan
Outstanding Grade School Principal: Adele Schroeter of P.S. 59
Outstanding Grade School: Metropolitan Montessori School

New & Noteworthy Grade School: P.S. 527, East Side School for Social Action
Rising Star Grade School: Success Academy Upper West Side
Outstanding Grade School/Middle School: Talented and Gifted School for Young Scholars (TAG)

Outstanding Middle/High School Principal: Stacey Gauthier of The Renaissance Charter School 

Outstanding Middle/High School: Scholars’ Academy 
Outstanding Middle/High School: ICE (Institute for Collaborative Education)
Rising Star Middle/High School: West Side Collaborative Middle School
New & Noteworthy Middle/High School: Great Oaks Charter School
Rising Star  High School: Grace Church School 

Special Citation for Progressive Education: Central Park East 1 and 2   


Special Citation for Community and Citizenship: The Dwight School

Special Citation for Environmental Awareness: The Mandell School
Special Citation for Sports: Hunter College High School

Special Citation for Special Education: Quest to Learn
For more information about the Blackboard Awards, contact New York Family publisher John Hurley at jhurley@manhattanmedia.com, or New York Family editor-in-chief Eric Messinger at emessinger@manhattanmedia.com.     

