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From: The Palisades Parks Conservancy <info@palisadesparksconservancy.org>
Sent: Wednesday, September 25, 2013 9:47 AM
To: hrvg.sm.hrvg (HRVG)
Subject: October Programs at Minnewaska
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October 2013 Events 

 

Pre-registration is required for participation in public programs, but parking is on a first-come, 

first-served basis. Early arrival is recommended as the Park Preserve may fill to capacity before 

noon, particularly on weekends. For outings, please wear appropriate clothing and footwear and 

bring snacks and water. A parent or guardian over the age of 18 years must accompany children 

wishing to participate in any programs. Unless otherwise noted, all programs meet at the Nature 

Center.  

 

 

 

Tuesday, October 1, 8:00 a.m.: Early Morning Birders 

Designed for birding enthusiasts or those just looking to learn the basics, this series will offer 
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various outings led by experienced birding volunteers and naturalists. Participants will meet at 

the main Park Preserve entrance every Tuesday morning. In October, outings will begin at 8:00 

a.m. Participants should come prepared with binoculars. Outing destinations will be determined 

the day of the program. This program also occurs on October 8th, 15th and 29th. 

 

Thursday, October 3, 12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.: Homeschoolers: Lenape Indians  

Who were the people that lived on this land long before it was a park? Come join other 

homeschoolers this month as we discover more about the people who once lived here, the 

Lenape Indians. This program is recommended for children six to ten years old, accompanied by 

a parent or guardian over the age of 18. Well-behaved siblings of any age are always welcome! 

Pre-registration is required. 

 

Saturday, October 5, 10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.: Two Views for the Price of One Hike 

Eric Van Deusen, volunteer naturalist, will lead this moderately challenging hike in the Peter’s Kill 

area. This outing will follow an approximately two-mile long loop that features two gorgeous 

views, one out over the Clove and the other of the Rondout Valley. With the landscape cloaked in 

glorious fall colors, this hike should be breathtaking! Pre-registration required. 

 

Sunday, October 6, 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.: Kids Make Your Own Animal Track 

Bring your children to the Nature Center to make their own plaster animal track to bring home. 

After we pour the tracks, we’ll take a one mile walk on the Beacon Hill Carriage Road to look for 

signs of animal activity while the plaster hardens. This program is designed for children between 

the ages of seven to ten years old, accompanied by a parent or guardian over the age of 18. 

Siblings of any age are welcome; however, younger siblings may need parental assistance. Pre-

registration is required. 

 

Wednesday, October 9, 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.: Babes in the Woods 

This series, which is designed just for people with infants, will be offered the second and fourth 

Wednesday of each month. Every other week, join volunteer outdoor educator and mother, 

Jamie McGinnis, for a gentle walk along one of the numerous scenic carriage roads in 

Minnewaska. These walks are a great way to introduce your baby to the beauty of the outdoors, 

meet new friends, get some exercise and learn about nature all at the same time! Plan to pack a 

lunch and blanket and stay for optional play time and a picnic afterwards too! Please bring a 

jogging-type stroller or child carrier and plan to meet at the Wildmere Parking Area Kiosk. Older 

siblings are always welcome, too. Pre-registration is required. This program also occurs on 

October 23rd. 

 

Saturday, October 12, 9:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.: Millbrook Mountain Hike 

Join Eric Van Deusen, volunteer naturalist, for this challenging five-mile loop hike along the 
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Millbrook Mountain Hiking Trail and Carriage Road. This hike features various terrains including 

exposed bedrock, twisting trees and a tranquil stream meandering through it all. Our destination 

is Millbrook Mountain, a white cliff offering expansive views of the surrounding hills and valleys in 

all their fall color. Pre-registration is required. 

 

Sunday, October 13, 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.: Colors of the Ridge Hike 

Witness the beautiful fall foliage that paints the Hudson Valley while you walk up above it on this 

one-and-a-half-mile guided hike along the Beacon Hill Hiking Trail and Beacon Hill Carriage 

Road. This loop walk features numerous scenic vistas of the Wallkill Valley with views of Skytop 

Tower and the Catskill Mountains too. Pre-registration is required.  

 

Monday, October 14, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.: Food for the Birds 

Bring your family to the Minnewaska Nature Center to make food for the winter birds. We’ll use 

pine cones to make a delicious snack that you can hang in trees near your house. Then, you can 

watch as your neighborhood birds enjoy the treats! Stay after the craft for a relatively easy hike 

along Beacon Hill Carriage Road, where children can play a bird scavenger hunt game and look 

for raptors soaring about the cliffs at the end of the carriage road. Pre- registration is required. 

 

Saturday, October 19, 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.: Families: Let’s Learn Our Leaves 

Bring your family to the Nature Center to learn how to identify tree leaves by their unique 

characteristics. We’ll walk on trails to collect leaves of varying shape and color and then 

participants will make their own leaf booklet to take home. This program is recommended for 

children seven to twelve years old, accompanied by an adult over the age of 18. Pre-registration 

is required. 

 

Sunday, October 20, 1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.: Make an Owl Treat Bag for Halloween 

Bring your children to the Minnewaska Nature Center to make their own owl-shaped bag with 

which to collect treats for Halloween and also to learn about owls and their unique 

characteristics. This program is designed for children between the ages of six to ten years old, 

accompanied by a parent or guardian over the age of 18. Pre-registration is required. 

 

Saturday, October 26, 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.: Nature Mask Making 

What nature identity would you take on for Halloween? A forest spirit? An owl? A coyote? Come 

to the Nature Center and create your own nature mask. Following this craft, there will be a fun 

scavenger hunt on trails near the Nature Center. This program is designed for children between 

the ages of seven to twelve years old, accompanied by a parent or guardian over the age of 18. 

Siblings of any age are welcome; however, younger siblings may need parental assistance. Pre-

registration is required.  
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Sunday, October 27, 10:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.: Mine Hole Waterfall and Point Lookout 

Come discover and explore the easily overlooked northwestern section of Minnewaska. This 

moderately challenging two mile hike leads to a small, but pristine waterfall tucked away in the 

woods. Few people are aware of this hidden gem. As a bonus, this hike will follow a spur trail to a 

quartz conglomerate rock slab overlooking the surrounding Shawangunk Ridge, a section of the 

Rondout Valley and the distant Catskill Mountains. Participants will meet at the Awosting Parking 

Area and may need to ride share as trailhead parking is very limited. This will also limit the group 

size for this outing. Pre-registration is required.  

 

Tuesday, October 29, 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.: Tuesday Trek: Jenny Lane Loop Hike 

Join Laura Conner, Environmental Educator, for a hike along the Jenny Lane section of the Long 

Path and the Blueberry Run Hiking Trails, through a section of forest that was burned during the 

2008 forest fire. This route brings hikers to the verdant Mossy Glen Hiking Trail, which follows 

along the edge of the Peter’s Kill stream. This loop hike will finish up with a one-mile hike on the 

Old Minnewaska Hiking Trail, a section of the toll road built in the 1850’s that crossed the 

Shawangunk Ridge, called the New Paltz-Wawarsing Turnpike. This five-mile long hike includes 

some hilly sections, two stream crossings and lots of walking on exposed rock. Pre-registration is 

required.  

For information and to register for programs, please call the Park Preserve Office at 845-
255-0752. Minnewaska State Park Preserve is open until 7:00 p.m. until October 14th, 

when the closing time changes to 6:00 p.m. The fee for parking is $8 per vehicle and there 
are no additional fees for public programs, unless noted. All fees are subject to change. 

Minnewaska State Park Preserve consists of approximately 22,000 acres of wild and 
scenic land located on Route 44/55, five miles west of the intersection with Route 299 in 

Gardiner, New York.  
 

The Palisades Parks Conservancy 
Administration Building 

Bear Mountain, NY 10911 
T.845.786.2701 
F.845.786.2776 

admin@palisadesparksconservancy.org 
www.palisadesparksconservancy.org 

 
If you would like to join our mailing list please click here. 

If you would like to join The Palisades Parks Conservancy please click here. 

   
 
You are listed in our mailing list or you opted-in to receive this email by joining our mailing list at http://www.palisadesparksconservancy.org/. If you received this email 
in error or wish to be removed from future mailings, please click here to unsubscribe or contact us at ennouncement@palisadesparksconservancy.org. Note that this 
may take up to 3 days to process. If you would like to learn more about how we received your email address, please contact us at 
ennouncement@palisadesparksconservancy.org 

 
 


