
Meet Dr. Tom Miller, Interim Vice President – 

Student Affairs 

What has your career path been to lead you to the role of Interim VP, Student 

Affairs at USF?  

 

I have had the opportunity to serve several institutions as a student affairs 

administrator, starting at Shippensburg University in Pennsylvania and Indiana University. Over a 

twenty-seven year period I served as a dean of students or vice president of student affairs at Canisius 

College in Buffalo, Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, and the University of South Florida. In 2006 I left 

administration to assume a role as a faculty member, teaching in a graduate program preparing 

students for work in the student affairs profession. When the Provost asked me to take the leadership of 

Student Affairs while the University searched for a permanent vice president, I agreed because I was 

looking forward to reacquainting myself with the very good work that Student Affairs at USF has been 

doing and to being reunited with a group of strong and dedicated professionals.   

 

What are your goals for Student Affairs at USF? 

 

I wish to leave Student Affairs in a stronger position than it was at the beginning of my term.  I want to 

leave this job as a great job, leading an exciting and dynamic group of professionals, and turn it over to a 

superb leader who can further build upon its successes. 

 

Outside of USF, what are your hobbies and interests? 

 

I enjoy sports, particularly the Tampa Bay Rays.  I like to play golf and also enjoy cycling. 

 

What’s the last book(s) you read? 

 

Lean In.  More men should read it. 

 

My best advice to parents is... 

 

Communicate often with your sons and daughters.  Ask them how they are doing in classes and in the 

social aspects of University life. Learn what they are doing and who their new friends are.  Ask them 

about the aspects of USF that were surprising to them. Ask them about what is most difficult and help 

them problem solve. And send them cookies – it’ll make them the most popular students on campus. 

 

 


