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In early September, an unusual violent overnight crime spree in the community just north of 
the USF campus reminded students, faculty, and staff that, as an open urban campus, we need 
to remain ever-vigilant in our surroundings.  We are fortunate that our campus has a low level 
of crime (thanks to our dedicated police force and security measures) but, given we have a 
significant percentage of our students living off campus in the surrounding community, the 
university is taking additional measures in partnership with the City of Tampa to increase the 
security in neighboring communities. 
 
Following last month’s incident, President Genshaft elevated the importance of safety in the 
community when she addressed the campus leadership team. She personally contacted 
Hillsborough County Administrator’s office to request steps be taken to increase the safety of 
USF students in our neighboring communities. The county office immediately responded with a 
Public Works and Code Enforcement review of the off-campus area recently impacted. This 
review concluded additional and improved lighting will be installed along the streets and many 
of the areas will be cleaned up of excess foliage.  The Hillsborough County Sherriff’s Office is 
also providing extra night patrols with a special bike force of undercover deputies dressed as 
college students.  Long term, county officials are looking to add or enhance fencing and 
sidewalks to prevent hiding places. These county offices, along with Tampa’s Director of 
Redevelopment, will present their findings and action plans to an advisory group of students 
focused on off-campus safety, assembled per President Genshaft’s request. 
 
As Dean for Students, I will work with and advise this group of students as they develop and 
offer off-campus safety recommendations and, perhaps, serve as off-campus ambassadors for 
the 10-15,000 students residing just off campus. The group held its first meeting in mid-
September and developed a list of initiatives they would like to pursue. Follow-up and 
implementation planning will begin following the meeting between the county administrators 
and the students. 
 
As parents, I understand your concern for your student’s safety.  Rest assured that this is a 
priority at USF and we are taking additional actions to enhance security off-campus. As a 
community, we are dedicated to creating a safe educational environment for students to learn 
and succeed. Unfortunately, crime does happen in and around our campus of nearly 60,000 
persons.  Therefore, we encourage everyone—students, faculty and staff—to consider their 
personal safety as they engage in activities on and off the campus.  Please also encourage your 
student to take advantage of our electronic safety services on campus or our SAFE Team 
program, and to look for future communications about safety from my office. 
 
If you have any questions, feel free to contact my office at 813-974-6677. 
 
 

http://www.mobull.usf.edu/
http://sg.usf.edu/agencies/safe/
http://sg.usf.edu/agencies/safe/


 


