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Encouraging Student Success 
Important Dates for Spring 2014 

 
 

Dear Parents:   

The second semester is well in place, and it is already time to look ahead for important dates in Spring 2014. 
Please tell your student that midterm grades will be submitted for students enrolled in 1000, 2000, and 3000-
level courses by early March this term. On March 6th,  students will be able to view their grades via OASIS. Please 
encourage your son or daughter to view their midterm grades. This information often indicates which courses 
may need more work than they are presently giving them. We want our students to plan for success in each 
term! 

In honor of Black Heritage Month, the Common Reading Experience, co-sponsored by Undergraduate Studies 
and the Office of Multicultural Affairs, hosted a faculty panel discussion on February 11th.  The book this year is 
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot.  This New York Times bestseller recounts the story of 
Henrietta Lacks, a poor, southern African American farmer, whose cells, taken without her knowledge, were the 
first human cells grown in a lab and kept alive outside the body.  Six faculty scholars: Richard Pollenz, Heide 
Castaneda, Kay Perrin, Brook Sadler, Stacy Pearson-Wharton, and Deborah McCarthy, presented a stimulating 
discussion on critical issues connected with this book that have lasting impacts upon our world.  Issues included 
medical and scientific breakthroughs, human subject research and ethical decision-making – all still with great 
importance today. Encourage your son or daughter to attend other CRE events as found at 
http://lib.usf.edu/common-read/ 

We also encourage our students to keep up with their coursework and complete any assignments that are due 
before Spring Break, which is March 10-15. Similarly, March 22nd is the last day to drop a course and earn a “W” 
grade.  There is no refund or academic penalty for dropping the course, but undergraduates are limited to 3 
withdrawals for their first 60 hours and 2 withdrawals for the last 60 or more hours applied toward their 
degree. 

Pre-registration for Summer and Fall 2014 begins March 24th.  Please tell your son or daughter to check their 
specific appointment time at the Registrar’s website and to see their advisor beforehand so that they make the 
best action on time. We all continue to work together toward each student’s success! 

Go Bulls! 
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