
Youth Services Programs 

 

Mentoring 
Our mentoring program pairs visually impaired 

child mentees (ages 3 to 11 years) with  visually 

impaired young adult mentors (ages 14 to 20 

years) for the purpose of practicing independent 

living skills. This program is beneficial for both 

groups of participants. The mentors are able to 

take what they’ve learned and teach it to their 

mentees; a process that solidifies the mentors 

own mastery of the skill. The mentees are given 

the advantage of learning independent living 

skills from a visually impaired mentor rather 

than from a sighted adult who cannot fully       

comprehend their perspective. 

Tutoring 
Tutoring is an after school program designed to 

assist visually impaired students in reaching 

their academic goals. Students are paired with a 

highly trained tutor to work on individual areas 

of need including: Language Arts, Literature, 

Math, Science, Braille, and Technology. Each   

session will be scheduled and planned in        

partnership with the tutor, the student, and the 

family. Instruction will be enhanced using        

assistive   technology for the visually impaired as 

well as large print and Braille.  

Daily Living Skills 
Daily Living Skills is an after school class for visually 

impaired students ages 12-20 years old. The purpose 

of the program is to practice and master independent 

living skills with the ultimate goal of each student 

living as independently as possible. Weekly lessons 

are planned around one skill and modified for each 

student depending on his/her needs and abilities.  

Skills are derived from the Independent Living Skills 

Curriculum from the Texas School for the Blind and 

Visually Impaired and include lessons on dressing, 

clothing management, hygiene, toileting and feminine 

hygiene, self feeding, eating in different settings, food 

management, housekeeping and cleaning,  housing 

and home safety, telephone use and etiquette, time 

concepts, money, health and safety, and self advocacy. 

Classes are planned, taught, and managed by a highly 

trained VI instructor.  

Youth Outings 
Our Youth Services Program plans quarterly Youth 

Outings throughout the school year as well as three 

outings during the summer.  These unique opportuni-

ties provide students with fun experiences they might 

not otherwise have access to as visually impaired indi-

viduals. The purpose of the outings is to promote so-

cial skills, self-advocacy, and personal management 

while allowing students to build meaningful relation-

ships through shared experiences. Students ages 12-

20 years old are invited to participate in these free 

outings that provide a safe, low-ratio setting in which 

students can gently step out of their comfort zones. 

Outings are planned based on participant input and 

have included surfing, jazz concerts, overnight camp-

ing trips, stand-up paddle boarding, and a helicopter 

ride.  

For more information please contact the Youth Services Coordinator  

(714)573-8888 Ext. 4151  

www.blindkids.org 


