
 

We will begin our November in Louisville, Kentucky at the National FFA Convention.  The    

national FFA has more than 557,000 members in 7,498 chapters in all 50 states, Puerto Rico, and 

the U.S. Virgin Islands. More than 56,000 students travel to National Convention annually, focused 

on putting the FFA mission in to action:  
“FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for     
premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education.”   

Members attending will have the opportunity to travel across the country to compete in Career 

Development Events, attend leadership workshops, attend conference sessions, and experience 

the expo, which boasts career and educational opportunities from more than 450 industry-leading 

exhibitors. Members will make invaluable memories, and share their experiences with the diverse 

attendees united in one stylish blue corduroy jacket, that has been proudly worn since 1928. Visit 

ffa.org for more details, or to experience the convention virtually.  
We wish all of the Washington attendees the best of luck, and safe travels! 

Rebecca Wallace, rebecca.wallace@k12.wa.us, (360) 725 -6244 
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Jake Bredstrand graduated from 

Evergreen High School and 

served as the Washington State 

FFA President in 2005-2006, and  

the state’s candidate for National 

Office in 2007.  Jake pursued post

-secondary education at Washing-

ton State University, where he 

served as the ASWSU President  
and the Student Regent. Jake was 

also a member of Sigma Phi Epsi-

lon Fraternity and was a ambassa-

dor for the College of Agriculul-

tural, Human, and Natural Re-

source Sciences.  Jake is the cur-

rent Assistant Director of Devel-

opment for Washington State 

University– Vancouver.   

Jake was the keynote speaker at 

“I believe that everyone needs 

to feel belonging. CTE is 

varied, diverse, and caters to 

all. It can reach anyone… 

and at its’ core it builds  

leaders who learn how to 

think critically & work    

collaboratively with their 

peers. “ 

SPOTLIGHT ON ALUMNI: JAKE BREDSTRAND  

REMINDER: Chapter rosters are due on November 1, and must be uploaded by the Ag teacher by November 1. If 

you need help with AgCN or your roster– contact Jodi at jodi@washingtonffa.org.  
Your roster payment, plus the $75 CDE fee  via mailed check or PO should be sent to :  

PO BOX 2938 Olympia, WA 98507 

Your POA or Program of Activities needs to be emailed to Rebecca Wallace by November 1, all of the above must take 
place to be a chapter in good standing.  

the fall WAVA conference held in 

Wenatchee, Washington.  Jake 

shared his story; how CTE, Agricul-

tural Education, and involvement in 

FFA developed his leadership skills 

and prepared him for career suc-

cess. Jake is just one example of the 

value of CTE and CTSO’s on the 

development of youth.  

His full speech is available online at 
the WAVA website.  If you are 

interested in contacting Jake, he can 

be reached jbredstrand@gmail.com.  
Bredstrand with current state officers from left: 

Michael Heistumann and Andy Zahl. 



 
Thank you to the following            

individuals who were involved 

with the Prosser CASE visit:  
Representative Terry Nealey 
Dr. Ray Tolcacher, Superintendent Prosser 

Schools 
Kevin Lusk, Prosser High School Principal 
Kevin Lane, Syngenta  
Stewart Padelford, FFA Foundation 

Dr. Joey Blackburn, WSU 
Betty Klattenhoff, OSPI 
Craig Shindler, Board of Directors 

Pete Mercer, Mercer Canyons 
Gary Parkert, WAAE Exec. Director 
Tim Knue, WA-ACTE Exec. Director 

Gayle Wheeler, Prosser School Board 

Bruce Matsumura,Prosser School Board 
Trent Ball, Yakima Valley CC 

Randi Kreig, Mabton Ag Educator 
Minerva Morales, Mabton Superintendent  
Becky Wallace, OSPI  

Travis Devore, Prosser CTE Director 
Denine Trumpp, Prosser Ag Teacher 
and CASE Lead Teacher 
Tammy Bennett, Prosser Ag Teacher 

Anna Gibson, WSU Student Teacher 

 

 

Making a CASE for CASE—Visiting Prosser High School’s Program 
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“Program turns out graduates 

ready for the workforce; CASE is 

great for Agricultural industry”  

“CASE Curriculum is the way to 

keep Ag Ed programs viable, and 

relative” 

100% of surveyed adults responded 

“yes” to the question: 
“As a student, would you be motivated 

to take CASE courses to meet your re-

quired science needs?  Why? 

“It’s hands– on” 
“It provides a practical solution for career  

opportunities” 
“As an adult in the ag industry, I would like to 

take CASE courses now!”  

“It’s applied and contextual in nature” 

“The practical application” 

“The exposure to technology” 

“Hands on, applied, not just “sit and get”  
“It’s engaging, fun, and applied science—

students don’t have to ask, when will I use 

this?”  

After visiting courses teaching the AFNR, Plant 

Science, and Animal Science CASE courses: 

100% of surveyed adults responded: 
YES: Funding for CASE teacher training 

should be pursued 
YES: Funding for CASE Equipment 

should be pursued 
YES: The CASE courses included effective 

teaching practices 
YES: The CASE courses foster and manage 

a safe, positive learning environment“ 

Prosser teacher Tammy Bennett works with 

students in her Plant Science course. 

On October 10th, more than 15 individuals from the 

educational system, professional association, agricul-

tural industry, and our state legislature, were able to 

visit the Prosser High School Agriculture program.  

While at the school visitors were able to witness 

three of the CASE courses including Animal, Food, 

and Natural Resources, (AFNR)  Plant Science, and 

Animal Science.  

Following the visit, attendees filled out a brief survey 

regarding their observations. Observations included 

the curriculums tie to academic and industry     

standards, student engagement levels, and the     

technology used within the courses.  

The experience was fantastic, and the feedback was 

positive. We will continue to seek support for fund-

ing to implement CASE within our agricultural pro-

grams statewide.  

Our appreciation to the Prosser School District, 

administrators, and staff for hosting!  

Prosser school board member Gayle Wheeler joins in 

on a CASE project. 

Prosser student explains and tests the hydroponic system 

they built to Representative Terry Nealey. 

Visit www.case4learning.org for 

more information  



 

SPOTLIGHT ON PROGRAM; SPOKANE COMMUNITY SCHOOL  

nity with clean, fresh, healthy, 

and local food, and truly is a 

community effort.  Community 

members are invited to get  in-

volved attending free workshops 

and presentations, monthly work 

parties, or special events that 

utilize the fresh produce. Over 

2700 pounds has been grown this 

season, and the chapter still ex-
pects an additional 200 pounds of 

potatoes, greens, brussels 

sprouts, onions, and carrots to 

be harvested. Much of the food 

harvested is given to the Rainier 

Food Bank, which serves more 

than 800 families per month. 

Rainier FFA has been a recipient 

of two FFA Food for All 

Grants, totaling almost $5,000, 

which provided compost, seeds, 

and some trees and plants. The 

second grant providing a water-

ing system, to increase sustaina-

bility of the garden. They re-

ceived a third local grant, which 

has been used to utilize hog 

panels as trellis to grow beans, 
and many local businesses have 

contributed to the success of 

the project. Please visit https://

www.facebook.com/

rainiercommunitygarden or 

contact Angie Karnes at     

karnesa@rainier.wednet.edu 

for more information.  

In 2011, Rainier FFA applied for 

a Food For All Grant in hope to 

establish the Rainier Communi-

ty Garden. What started as a 6 

raised bed venture, has grown 

to 39 standard sized beds, mul-

tiple smaller beds, a 30 tree 

orchard, onions and potatoes in 

the ground, and raspberries and 

blueberries available for picking! 
The garden is student run dur-

ing the school year, but the 

chapter has formed a fantastic 

partnership with community 

members that assist with 

monthly meetings, work parties, 

and summer time activities. This 

garden has supplied the commu-
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JENNIFER WHIPPLE JOINS STATE FFA BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

The Community School FFA Chapter in 

Spokane, Washington  were recipients of 

the 2013 National FFA Food For All 

Grant. The school’s grant sponsored 

project, entitled “Meals from our Fields” 

have allowed for many activities to take 

place. The funds from this grant helped 

increased the school’s infrastructure of 

their garden, to allow for more vertical 

growth, and to extend the months of 
growth by using season extenders.  The 

chapter was able to donate 171 pounds 

of food to the 2nd Harvest Food Bank 

during the summer months, and the    

students are still bringing in items from 

the garden fore the school chef to utilize. 

The chef is delighted to have fresh herbs 

and produce for the salad bar, and also 

utilized the garden’s tomatoes for the 

school’s healthy pizza option. More than 

350 pounds of produce from the garden 

has been served either in the salad bar 

or used as ingredients in the daily entrée 

options at the school. Education is a 

large part of this grant, and beyond the 

students involved with the garden at the 

school, the program has also educated 
over 100 youth from the community on 

ways to grow their own vegetables at 

home. An added bonus was that the 

youth were able to take home a mini-

garden that they planted during their 

field trip.  If you have any questions 

about this project, please contact Diane 

Baye at  DianeBa@SpokaneSchools.org.  

of the Taylor Shellfish facilities and also 

participates in many community 

events.  She is also plays an active role 

on the board of the South Sound     

Estuary Association. 

Taylor Shellfish is the largest producer 

of farmed shellfish in the United States, 

and employs nearly 500 individuals with 

11,000 acres along the Washington 

coast and British Columbia. Taylor  
Shellfish is a 5th generational family 

company that is headquartered in    

Shelton, Washington. We look forward 

to Jennifer’s background in education 

and natural resources providing       

guidance on the FFA Board of          

Directors.  

The Washington State FFA Board of 

Directors has added an individual 

representing the natural   resources 

industry within our state. Jennifer 

Whipple received her B.A. in Com-

munications with a minor in Envi-

ronmental Studies from Western 

Washington   University in 

2007.  She then went on to earn an 

A.A.S. Degree in Fisheries Technol-
ogy from Bellingham Technical             

College.  She has been working as 

the Education and Outreach   Coor-

dinator for Taylor Shellfish Farms 

since April of 2008.  In her current 

role she provides classroom visit, 

presentations, field trips and tours 

“I am very excited 

for the opportunity 

to join the FFA 

board and I look 

forward to          

becoming more  

involved in this 

great                   

organization.” 



Upcoming Dates of Interest:  

NATIONAL FFA CONVENTION: OCT. 30-NOV. 2, 2013: Louisville, KY  

ROSTER/POA/CDE FEE DEADLINE: NOV. 1  

STATE POTATO JUDGING AND TRACTOR CDE: NOV 8. Moses Lake 

CHAPTER VISITS: Throughout state—vary in location/date 

NAAE CONVENTION: DEC. 3-7; Las Vegas, NV 

STATE APPLE JUDGING CDE: DEC. 4: Wenatchee  

212/360 LEADERSHIP TRAINING: JAN 25-26: Wenatchee  
A complete state calendar of events is available at the WAAE Groupspaces page. 

LEAD TEACHERS COMPLETE FIRST INSERVICE  
LEAD TEAM: 

DISTRICT 1:  

Alisa Myers, Glacier Peak  

DISTRICT 2:  

Regina Grubb, Auburn Mt. View  

DISTRICT 3:  

Dan Tedor, Rochester  

DISTRICT 4:  

Bailey Dezellem, Wapato  

DISTRICT 5:  

Aubrey Markel, Chewelah   

DISTRICT 6:  

Cami Browne, Clarkston  

DISTRICT 7:  

Matthew Deebach, Tonasket  

DISTRICT 8:  

Kyle Hurley,  Wahkiakum 

DISTRICT 9:  

Landra Kosa, Soap Lake  

promotion of the many careers within the agricultural 

industry. The project will provide opportunities for 

high school students to meet and interact with peers, 

educators, and industry leaders. Thank you to the 

LEAD teachers for their leadership in this project. 

The following chapters  will be    

representing our state at       

National Convention in the    

Career Development Events: 
Agricultural Communications: 

Mt. Baker HS 
Agricultural Issues Forum: 

Liberty HS 

Agricultural Sales: Yelm HS 

Agricultural Tech. and Mech. 

Systems: Ferndale HS 

Agronomy: Lind-Ritzville HS 

Creed Speaking: Colfax HS 

Dairy Cattle Evaluation  

Lynden Christian HS 

Dairy Cattle Handlers’  Activity: 

Lynden Christian HS 

Environmental and Natural   

Resources: Stanwood HS 

Extemporaneous Public     

Speaking: Elma HS 

Farm Business Management: 

Lynden Christian HS 

Floriculture: Sedro Woolley HS 

Food Science and Technology: 

Cashmere HS 

Forestry: Mt. Baker HS 

Horse Evaluation: Reardan HS 

Job Interview: White River HS 

Livestock Evaluation: Lynden HS 

Marketing Plan: Lind-Ritzville HS                                             

Meats Evaluation: Cashmere HS 

Milk Quality and Products:    

Toledo HS 

Nursery/Landscape:  

Sedro  Woolley HS 

Parliamentary Procedure:  

Lynden HS 

Poultry Evaluation: Elma HS 

Prepared Public Speaking:  

Yelm HS 

Veterinary Science: Lynden   

LEAD teachers with the Agriculture Center of Excellence Staff:  
From L to R: Regina Grubb, Matt Deebach, Alisa Myers, Dan Tedor, Cami Browne, Kyle Hurley, Bailey 

Dezellem, Bill Griffith, Patty Hurin, Landra Kosa, and Aubrey Markel 

The Learning through Education Activities and 

Demonstrations (L.E.A.D.) Project: Promoting 

Agriculture Post-Secondary Educational        

Programs project is a join partnership between 

the Agriculture Center of Excellence and the 

Washington FFA Foundation. The project is 

funded through a NIFA (National Institute of 

Food and Agriculture)  grant in the area of    

Curriculum Development, Instructional Delivery 

Systems, and Expanding Student Career       
Opportunities. There has been one teacher per 

FFA district identified to serve as a LEAD    

teacher for a project within this grant, and these 

teachers completed their first in-service with 

members of the Ag Center of Excellence This 

grant will include  the recruitment of non-

traditional students into activities and the     

Washington State FFA Officers (from left) 

Laine Utter and Hayley Huber, served on a 

panel of over 14 Career and Technical 

Students Organization leadership 

representatives at the final session of the 

WAVA conference in Wenatchee, 

Washington.  Students shared their 

experiences and the importance of CTSOs in 

Career and Technical Education programs.  

STATE OFFICERS SPEAK AT WAVA CONFERENCE 


