
We are rapidly approaching our annual state FFA convention, held on the Washington State 

University campus in Pullman. More than 2,500 students, advisors, volunteers and special 

guests will take part in this three day conference which will feature recognition of the many 

accomplishments of our members through degree obtainment, career development event 

success, and the best of the best in supervised agricultural experience projects. Beyond the 

many career development event competitions that will take place on campus, there will be 

many opportunities for our students to tour the university campuses of WSU as well as the 

University of Idaho, and note the many opportunities that await them.  There will be leader-

ship workshops, recreational time, and time for students from across the state to meet, 

network, and share their passion for agricultural education and leadership.   

Best of luck to all–looking forward to seeing you in Pullman!  - Becky Wallace  

Rebecca Wallace, rebecca.wallace@k12.wa.us, (360) 725 -6244 
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Julia Collins, Castle Rock; Mary Brown, Lincoln; Mike Patrick, 

Garfield-Palouse; Jennifer Mason, Othello; Kristin Niehenke, 

Toutle Lake; Adam Corum, Bridgeport; Jessica Treich, 

Sumner; Lindsey Butcher, Walla Walla; Steve Mahitka, Sequim, 

Margaret Olson, Stanwood; Ryan Maiden, Grandview; Lonnie 

Hall, Granite Falls; Roy Conover, Shelton; Joshua Kreig, West 

Valley; Tracy Brown, Arlington; Angie Karnes, Rainier; Lonnie 

Dixon, Okanagan 

WASHINGTON AG TEACHERS COMPLETE NEXT 

GENERATION SCIENCE STANDARDS TRAINING 

Twenty teachers from across the state came together in Olympia to attend the first Agricultural Education  

Next Generation Science Standards training. Teachers were presented information and got a chance to un-

pack the standards, align current instruction to new Science and Engineering Practices, and understand the 

“All Standards—All Students” model .They were also able to work with Ellen Ebert, OSPI Science Director, 

Amber Farthing, of OSPI Science Teaching and Learning, and with their peers to expand their NGSS learning. 
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As my year of service to the Washington 

State FFA comes to an end, I can’t help but 

think back to the amazing memories I have 

made. When I was first elected as a State 

Officer, the idea of leading an organization 

of over 7,000 students was a little over-

whelming.  Little did I know that the love 

and support of parents, teachers, and    

advisors from across the state would make 

my experience less challenging.  I have 

grown as an individual and agriculturalist, 

but most importantly I have watch      

thousands of members become lead-

ers.  Past state officers had told me this 

would be one of the best years of my 

life……I have to say it has been nothing 

less.  From crazy times on the road with 

the team, to eating tons of pizza at chapter 

visits and getting to put on my association 

jacket every day, I have truly loved every 

moment.  

Thank you to those in my local        

community, and to the farm bureaus and 

granges across the state for your      

continuous support.  Thank you to the 

members and advisors that allowed me 

to stay with them and most importantly 

to my family for always being there even 

when I was hundreds, or sometimes 

even thousands of miles away.   

This year you have seen the 6 officers 

serve this state, but what you haven’t 

seen are the armies of supporters we 

have behind us.  From helping us when 

we were young Greenhand members, 

assisting us when animals at the school 

barn have gotten out, encouraging us 

through hours of CDE practice or con-

vention prep, to answering our late 

night phone calls, this army of support-

ers has been helping us through the 

years.  I know without their leadership 

and guidance,  I would never have had 

the opportunity to dawn the 

“Washington Association” jacket.  

I would like to thank everyone in Wash-

ington FFA for making this year unfor-

gettable. I am truly blessed, and I have 

thanked God every day for this oppor-

tunity. I look forward to continuing to 

helping you all grow as well as see how 

our association will prosper in the 

years to come.   

My wish for all of you is to take every 

opportunity you can in this amazing 

organization!  Wear your corduroy 

blue with pride and remember that 

who we are shines through our 

“Brand”. 

Washington FFA, “Be your Brand!” 

All my Love, 

Bailey Peters 

2013-2014 Washington FFA 

State President 

The Next Crop Project is a partnership project be-

tween Ram Trucks and National FFA. On April 26, any-

one who test drove a Ram Truck during the event at 

participating dealers, generated a $20 donation to the 

National FFA.  

Participating dealers in Washington included: 

 Dishman Dodge Chrysler (Spokane) 

 Enumclaw Chrysler Jeep Dodge (Enumclaw) 

 Mid Valley Chrysler Jeep Dodge (Grandview) 

 Rairdon’s Dodge Chrysler Jeep of Arlington 

(Arlington) 
 Rairdon’s Dodge Chrysler Jeep of Monroe 

(Monroe) 
The presentation of the donated RAM Trucks also took 

place during this event. RAM Trucks in conjunction with 

Mid-Valley Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, and RAM trucks in 

Grandview, made a full monetary donation to the 

Washignton FFA Foundation to be used to lease 3 RAM 

trucks over the next 2 years to be used by Washington 

FFA.  Thank you for the continued support!  

Congratulations to the Reardan FFA 

Members (pictured above) who took 
part in the Next Crop Project at the 
Dishman Dodge in Spokane. Thank 

you for taking the time to support 

this project!  

RAM CONTINUES SUPPORT WITH NEXT CROP PROJECT  
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FINAL WORDS: LAINE UTTER, STATE REPORTER 
May 11, 2013: Bailey, Michael, Andy, 

Johnathan, Hayley and I are elected as 

the Washington State FFA Officer 

Team. 

 Summer 2013: Countless training, 

workshops, fairs and new faces educate 

our team on how to be of service to the 

Association and the responsibilities that 

we will have for the coming year. 

 Fall 2013: State Fair, Blue and Gold 

Leadership Tour, nervous hearts and 

excited members grace our presence 

and we begin to understand what our 

role is and how to build the foundation 

for the message we want to make. We 

learn what it means to Be Our Brand. 

 Winter 2013: Chapter visits, interna-

tional travel, and God’s blessings over-

whelm the team with thanks and under-

standing for the world around us and 

the impact that we can make not only in 

our homes and communities but for the 

world abroad. 

Spring 2014: Road trips, planning and 

the home stretch to the amazing journey 

that is the 2013-2014 State Officer year. 

We reflect on the friends we’ve made and 

travel to support them in their own con-

ventions, prepare for our own and let the 

a bittersweet taste take over as we each 

realize, this year is already over. 

May 17, 2014: For the final time, Bailey, 

Michael, Andy, Johnathan, Hayley and I 

take the stage. 

This year has been filled with so many 

different and amazing adventures that can 

never be matched. It wasn't always easy 

but will always be worth it. Thank you to 

everyone that has helped the team along 

the way. So many invited us into their 

homes, fed our bodies and wished us luck 

for the day ahead, whether you knew it or 

not, your encouragement kept us going. 

 Mom and Dad, thank you for helping me 

chase this dream and for being nothing 

but supportive when I had to hit the 

road every week. To my advisors, you 

are the men that gave me the materials 

that I needed not only in the FFA, but 

in life. I won’t ever be able to thank 

each of you enough for the opportuni-

ties, skills and the morals that you have 

instilled in me. For that I am eternally 

grateful. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Laine Utter 

2013-2014 State Reporter 

Serving as a state officer has been an 

experience! After being elected last 

May, I set the goal for myself of making 

an impact upon the Washington State 

FFA Association. What I didn’t expect 

was the experiences that I would gain 

and how the year of service would im-

pact me, not the other way around. 

During trainings throughout the sum-

mer we discussed ideas like what we 

would do during chapter visits, Blue 

and Gold Leadership Tour, and presen-

tations. As a newly elected state officer 

you create excitement for these pro-

grams, but as these events take place 

and your experiences grow, you quickly 

see that it’s the small things that touch 

you most. Hearing a member’s story, 

sitting down and having a two hour long 

conversation with an agricultural instructor, 

or going to a student’s house and seeing 

the pride that they take in their SAE opera-

tion.  This year has given me opportunities 

that I never would have been able to come 

close to otherwise. Holding an eight year 

old child in Soweto, South Africa that is a 

living example of what poverty is and has 

nothing, but has the largest smile in the 

world just because someone is there to 

play with him and give a hand in friendship. 

Even better yet, looking up and seeing doz-

ens of state officers from all parts of our 

nation getting the same reactions for doing 

the same thing.  Visiting other states such 

as Kentucky, Montana and Idaho to learn 

about their FFA programs and see their 

agriculture in all its glory. Originally sent 

with the task of sharing with them what 

Washington FFA is all about, but returning 

home with friendships that will last forever. 

There are two common questions that I’ve 

been asked lately. First, “Has a state office 

been worth your time?” To that question I 

answer yes, but the second question is the 

one I like best. “Has this year been what 

you expected it to be?” My answer to that 

is in every single way NO! This year of ser-

vice has been at times the most brutal, but 

most rewarding year of my life. Its true 

when they say state officers are always 

on the go, but when I look back on it 

all I wouldn’t have done it any other 

way. At times I just had to stop and ask 

myself, “Am I still doing a good job, am 

I still making an impact?” It isn’t until 

now that I realize all this time I have 

been asking myself the wrong question. 

The question I should have been re-

flecting upon is, “How did the FFA im-

pact me today?” Don’t get me wrong, I 

sincerely do hope that I’ve made an 

impact this year; but to the advisors 

that have pushed and encouraged me, 

the parents that housed me on multiple 

occasions, and to the students that 

were able to amaze me time and time 

again, thank you.  

This organization has given me so 

much over my past six years of mem-

bership. I hope that someday I can re-

pay the debts that I am glad to owe. 

Once again, thank you to everyone 

who has supported me and the rest of 

the state officer team throughout this 

year. 

Sincerely,  

Michael Heitsuman 

FINAL WORDS: MICHAEL HEITSTUMAN,  STATE VP 



Upcoming Dates of Interest:  

Washington State Forestry Contest—May 2—UW Pack Forest 

Washington State Livestock Contest—May 7—Spokane  

Washington State FFA Convention– May 15-17—WSU—Pullman  

WAAE Summer Conference—June 29– July 3—Wenatchee  

SPOTLIGHT ON PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Do you want to train the next generation of sustainable urban and small farm                      

agriculturalists? Do you want to engage your students in the study of the ecological, 

cultural, political, and socioeconomic complexities of different food systems? Are 

you interested in teaching a dual-credit high school class in Agroecology with a pro-

fessional-technical or academic transfer curriculum? 

 If so, the Sustainable Agriculture Education collaborative (SAgE) needs you!  SAgE is led 

by Edmonds Community College in partnership with Skagit Valley College, Seattle Central Com-

munity College, and Washington State University. The SAgE Collaborative is founded on the 

understanding that we as a global society must take action to steward our local ecosystems and 

natural resources in concert with securing the basic food needs of our growing and urbanizing 

populations, and the recognition that community colleges, and education institutions in general, 

play a pivotal role in the advancement of such action.  

  The SAgE Collaborative has been awarded a $900,000, three-year grant from the Na-

tional Science Foundation Advanced Technological Education program. The project goal is to 

increase the number of sustainable urban and small farm agriculture technicians who have the 

education and training to meet current and projected workforce demand in the Puget Sound 

bioregion and farther afield. 

 Professional development for educators is a primary objective of the SAgE collabora-

tive, which is conducting joint high school and community college faculty institutes as a catalyst 

toward sustainable agriculture education program development, instructor support, and institu-

tional networking. 

 The first of these Institutes will be held on June 24, 2014 from 8 AM to 5 PM on 

the campus of Edmonds Community College.  This institute will introduce an Agroecology 

course curriculum and articulation pathway as a dual credit option for students at participating 

Washington State high schools. The institute agenda will cover the following: 

 SAgE Collaborative curricula and associated programs 

 Agroecology course curriculum and teaching modules 

 Articulation pathways and administrative management 

 High school garden-to-cafeteria program development 

The one-day institute will take place on Tuesday, June 24th 2014, on the campus of Edmonds 

Community College in Lynnwood, WA. Participants will receive an honorarium of $150.00 and 

earn clock hours for teacher in-service training. The SAgE Collaborative will follow-up this an-

nouncement with additional details as the institute approaches. In the meantime, please “save 

the date” and contact SAgE Project Specialist, Emily Gatch (emily.gatch@edcc.edu), with further 

inquiries. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR YEAR OF SERVICE ! 

Sincere appreciation, and best of 

luck on future endeavors for the 

retiring six state officers.  

President: Bailey Peters (Centralia) 
Vice President: Michael Heitsuman, 

(Quincy) 

Secretary: Andy Zahl  

(Walla Walla) 
Treasurer: Johnathan Kelley   

(Battleground) 

Reporter: Laine Utter (Moses Lake)  
Sentinel: Hayley Huber

(Wenatchee)  
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