Nova Craft Introduces New TuffStuff Canoes! 
For decades Royalex was the go-to material for canoeists looking for durability and when the news came that it was discontinued, canoe manufacturers began searching for alternatives to make robust boats suitable for some whitewater.  A few plastic options came to our attention but they proved to be impractical or incompatible with current manufacturing techniques. After a while it became apparent that a new approach was going to be needed and that’s when the thinking outside the box began in earnest. Our research led us to new composite material being used in many different fields including whitewater squirt boats, helmets, paddles, surfboards and even hockey sticks. Of course being Canadian, this piqued our interest, and so began our examination of Basalt/Innegra cloth. We hired a materials testing lab to do some comparisons of Royalex to Basalt/Innegra and it quickly became obvious that we were on the right path.
Basalt fibre is made of melted basalt rock and Innegra is a fibre consisting mostly of polypropylene.  Neither material on its own would be the solution we were after, but when they are woven together into a cloth the result is simply amazing!  When the first test sample pieces started coming out of our composites department we could tell right away we were onto something special.  Our initial in-house strength tests had one composite expert with decades in the industry exclaim in amazement, “Man, that’s tough stuff!” We decided to move forward and make a few canoes out of Basalt/Innegra and TuffStuff was born!
Beyond strength, TuffStuff canoes offer other advantages over thermoformed plastic canoes. They are much stiffer, which leads to greatly improved performance and efficiency. Easy glide and faster response are evident after only a few paddle strokes. TuffStuff is also lighter than plastic boats with our Prospector 16’ coming in at 54 lbs in our standard TuffStuff layup. Our whitewater ready TuffStuff Expedition layup is only 59 lbs making it easy to paddle and portage! Innegra is also hydrophobic meaning it doesn’t absorb moisture, a big plus in paddlesports.  As with all composite canoes, long-term durability will no doubt prove to be exceptional.  We still regularly have fiberglass Nova Craft canoes made in the 70’s coming in for minor repairs. Plastic canoes with decades of use reach a point where repairs are no longer feasible. 
   You can see our introductory TuffStuff video on our YouTube channel.  The highlight of this video is a canoe getting impact-tested with a sledgehammer, and not showing any signs of damage.  Both in-house testing and field testing are ongoing so look for more results and more professional videos to come to highlight the strength and endurance of our new canoes. We think you will agree, “That’s TuffStuff!”
