
OUR VISION is a Santa Cruz County in which every  
community member has some form of safe shelter,  
and where homelessness is a rare occurrence.

OUR MISSION is to improve the way Santa Cruz  
County works collaboratively to reduce and  
ultimately end homelessness.

The Smart Solutions Leadership Council
The Smart Solutions initiative is guided by a Leadership Council made 
up of more than 25 stakeholders from across Santa Cruz County. We 
are comprised of representatives from neighborhoods, business, faith 
communities, local government, nonprofit service programs, and the 
community of individuals experiencing homelessness.  The Leadership 
Council has working groups and committees that include dozens of 
other community members working to end homelessness, including 
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Our goals include:
To accomplish our mission, our goals include:

• Create broader and more diverse community engagement on 
homelessness.

• Improve public understanding of the realities of homelessness in 
Santa Cruz County.

• Foster community dialogue on homelessness that promotes  
dignity and respect for all.

• Develop better communication and coordination among those 
concerned about and/or those working on issues related to  
homelessness.

• Share information about proven, successful models and solutions 
working both here and in other communities.

To learn more or to contact us about getting involved...
 www.smartsolutionstohomelessness.org
 Smart-Solutions-to-Homelessness-Santa-Cruz-County
 info@smartsolutionstohomelessness.org
 (831) 465-2203 

 Smart Solutions to Homelessness
 United Way of Santa Cruz County  
 P.O. Box 1458 Capitola, CA 95010

Send Mail & 
Donations to

Homelessness is 
solvable: Together, 
WE CAN DO THIS!

Picture a Santa Cruz 
County where every 
person has a home!



SMART SOLUTIONS 
TO HOMELESSNESS  
is researching best  
practices so we can 
turn off the faucet and  
end homelessness in  
Santa Cruz County. 

Smart Solutions

1 in 4 
homeless 

individuals  
are veterans

1 in 3 
youth in  
foster care 
may become 
homeless

1 in 5  
homeless  

individuals 
have severe 

mental illness

1 in 5 
individuals 

released from 
prison may 

become  
homeless

There are multiple 
leaks contributing 
to the increase in 
homelessness in 
Santa Cruz County.

Examples of Smart Solutions
• Permanent Supportive Housing: moves chronically homeless individuals 

with a variety of health issues toward permanent housing while reducing 
burdens on emergency services, medical and justice systems.

• Homelessness Prevention: for a very modest cost, keeps a family or  
individual in their current housing — before the downward spiral (and 
community costs) of homelessness begins.

• Transitional Employment: begins a return to self-sufficiency and longer-
term employment while generating income for the individual in a sup-
portive training environment.

• Special Interventions for Youth Aging out of Foster Care: provides fo-
cused and age-appropriate support for a population that is highly vul-
nerable to homelessness due to lack of family support.

For example...

We can solve the crisis of homelessness with 

SMART SOLUTIONS
Working together, we can help solve this community problem. Together  
we can achieve results by looking to solutions that:

Are Evidence-based
Based on data and experience demonstrating effectiveness in real  
world settings.

Are Cost-effective
Use resources efficiently, producing a net savings to the community  
compared to past practices.

Produce measurable results
Outcomes from the policy or program show verifiable progress toward  
reducing homelessness and its impacts on society.

Benefit the entire community
Create benefits that reduce impacts and burdens on the entire  
community while promoting respect for each person involved.

Take a step to end homelessness
Every implemented program must be a step towards providing  
permanent housing.

Please visit www.smartsolutionstohomelessness.org 
for more information about Smart Solutions and the 
facts discussed in this brochure.


