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Summary of the November 15, 2014 BAR Educational Group Meeting in Sacramento 
By Jack Molodanof and Phil Fournier 
 
JACK MOLODANOF’S REPORT 
 
Below is a short summary of the BAR Educational Group meeting that took place in Sacramento 
on Saturday, 11/15/14. The meeting was originally scheduled for 11/1/14 but a 10-day public 
notice of the meeting was not provided so it was rescheduled.  
 
Gloria Peterson and I attended the meeting as audience participants.  Phil Fournier and Jim 
Custeau, both subject matter experts, attended as members of the Committee.  
 
As way of background, this Committee was created to provide direction and recommendations 
re: BAR's smog training program. It's designed to be more technical in nature and most of the 
audience was from smog schools and smog instructors. The last Committee meeting was held on 
November 2, 2013. 
 
Rocky Carlisle, formerly the Executive Officer the IMRC, is the Chair of the Committee.  
 
Committee Agenda: http://www.bar.ca.gov/pdf/EAC_Agenda_20141115.pdf 
 
New Citation Training Program 
There was technical discussion centering around the new citation training program. Now the first 
smog check violation includes a minimum $500.00 fine plus 8 hours of training. Subsequent 
violations are up to $5000.00. Smog training will include 4 hours on-line training plus an ethics 
component (BAR had been working with Verifacts Automotive on an ethics program and now is 
working with Sacramento State University). The other 4 hours consist of Lab (Visual & 
Function). BAR estimates about 7,000 licensed smog shops and 11,000 technicians. 
 
Automotive Resource Center Website 
Link:  http://www.californiaarc.org/   
The BAR is developing a website for shops, schools, technicians, instructors, training, ask-and-
answer questions, etc.  It still is in developmental stages and the BAR is open to suggestions for 
improvement. I think it may be an opportunity for ASCCA to work with BAR. Gloria mentioned 
to the Committee linking the ASCCA Educational Foundation scholarships/ASCCA website to 
BAR for more exposure for careers etc...BAR was excited with the possibilities. Something we 
should pursue with BAR. 
 
STAR Update/OBD Inspection System Update 
STAR /OBD Inspection System (OIS) updates were provided by BAR and discussed.  STAR 
criteria were discussed. The BAR is targeting early 2015 for mandatory use of OIS, but no date 
has been set yet; I suspect it will be sometime in February or March of 2015. 
 
BAR-certified Instructors/Schools Regulations 
Greg Garrett provided an update on the status of regulations. The smog training certification 
section has been completed but the non-technical portion is running into some legal issues. As 
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you know, ASCCA has been pushing for non-technical certification and training but BAR legal 
is saying there is very little statutory authority. BAR is trying to find a way to include language 
into the regulations as well as the disciplinary guidelines that would establish criteria for non-
technical training (e.g., ethics etc.). We will continue to work with BAR on getting this 
accomplished. 
 
BAR Certified Update Courses Available 
BAR provided a list of courses available. Discussion occurred about how few courses are 
available and ways to provide schools and instructors more incentive to provide additional 
courses. 
 
The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for May 9, 2015.  
 
PHIL FOURNIER’S REPORT 
 
There seemed to be a lot of support for the addition of ethics in the training, but they are having a 
very hard time coming up with something that is acceptable.  I was disappointed in the delay in 
implementation of the CAL VIS inspection system; Rocky, I thought, was pretty firm that the 
date would be pushed off to March, 2015.  I was also disappointed that hybrid cars will only be 
incorporated in change of ownership in March and possibly biennial inspection by June, 2015.  
Apparently the log jam there is DMV.  
  
There was considerable discussion about the inclusion of carburetors in the smog check 
inspector's training (new techs).  Greg Garret was of the opinion that some carburetor training 
would be useful. Most of us in the committee pointed out that new inspectors would be better 
served by suggesting they refer any such inspection to a qualified individual, i.e., an older smog 
tech like yours truly and many other ASCCA smog shops who were around when a carburetor 
was the only fueling device there was.  I'd say we got nowhere with that discussion. 
  
Rocky reported that CAL VIS OBD2 inspections in Sacramento were already down to $17.  
NOT good news but if anyone remembers, Sherry Mehl predicted $10 inspections and that was 
part of the platform on which AB2289 was advanced. 
 


