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Report on the BAR Advisory Group Meeting of July 9, 2014 
by Jack Molodanof, with input from Craig Johnson and Tracy Renee 
 
The BAR Advisory Group (BAG) meeting took place on 7/9/14.  On behalf of ASCCA, Craig 
Johnson, Mary Kemnitz, Margie Van Lierop, Craig Wells, Ted Walters and Jay Jefferson were in 
attendance. ASCCA’s involvement was critical as without that the interests of independent 
auto shops would not have been addressed. 
 
1) Leadership Changes. The DCA announced that DCA Director Denise Brown retired and that 
Awet Kidane is the new DCA Director.  Also Vince Somma of BAR, who oversees regulations 
and legislative bills for BAR, is moving to a new position. BAR is in the process of finding a 
permanent replacement. 
 
2) OBD II Inspection. Applus and Drew units have been certified by BAR and are being sold in 
the market. So far about 400 DAD units are working and conducting about 3,500 tests per day.  
This means that the industry is waiting and not buying new DAD units. The hard date for 
mandatory use is tentatively set for December 1, 2014, but of course that can change.  BAR plans 
to provide at least a 60-day notice to the industry before a mandatory date. The BAR website –  
New Equipment and Inspection Procedures – has OBD II Inspection FAQs, user guides, etc. 
 
3) Enforcement Update. BAR provided an update on enforcement trends and a pie chart with 
interesting stats. BAR received 12, 668 complaints for the fiscal year 2013/14, and another 2,000 
complaints for unlicensed activity.  36% of the complaints involve engine repair performance 
issues; general maintenance 17%; smog 13%; auto body 11%; transmission 10%; and other 
13%.  At the next BAG meeting BAR will provide more specific breakdown information. 
 
4) Dept. of Food & Ag. (Division of Measurements). There was a very interesting presentation 
from the Division of Measurements Standards-Petroleum Products Program. This division 
protects consumers by performing lab test and field inspections of products such as fuels, motor 
oil, gear oil, ATF, brake fluid, and engine coolant to make sure they meet minimum quality 
standards established by the state. Any products that do not meet minimum quality standards are 
condemned and cannot be sold in California. Their focus is on minimum standards, not areas 
where manufacturers claim they are the best or make other representations that they are top tier, 
etc. During the presentation it was indicated that California has the best quality fuel in the 
country. 
 
5) California Career Pathways Trust. There was a presentation by BAR and the Calif. Dept of 
Education (CDE) re: AB 86, which provides competitive grant funding of $250 million to 
community colleges, county offices for education, high school districts and charter schools to be 
used to build and expand robust regional partnerships between employers, schools and 
community colleges. According to CDE, the key for automotive industry grants is to get 
involved with local regional consortiums (comprised of schools and employers). For example, 
get involved with local community colleges and local schools by participating in advisory 
committees. (CDE asked for a show of hands of participation and many of our ASCCA members 
are already on advisory committees).  Also, the market for the "best and brightest" kids is very 
competitive and the industry needs to advocate (i.e., conduct a marketing campaign) what a great 
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career the automotive industry offers (exciting, well paid, job security, etc.) to get the kids and 
parents to buy in. Other things the industry can do is donate equipment to schools, participate in 
career days, look to promote parts, sales, management aspect of industry, participate in work 
study programs and shadow days, etc. 
 
6) Legislation and Regulations Update. Update of AB 1665 (Jones), which would require tire 
dealers to register with BAR. Discussion about amending the bill to include other service areas to 
fall under BAR jurisdiction including tire, batteries, belts, etc. BAR was to follow up. An update 
was given on regulations which included disciplinary guidelines, certified schools and 
instructors, and windshield standards. 
 
The next BAR Advisory meeting is Oct. 14, 2014.  
 
WORKSHOPS 
The afternoon session included workshops of proposed regulations involving electronic estimates 
and mobile ARD advertising. 
 
1) Electronic Estimates. Based on industry input, the BAR is proposing to streamline the paper 
work process and permit customers to authorize repairs via electronic signatures, etc. Essentially 
this will allow shops to obtain customers’ authorization to perform repairs via e-mail and iPAD-
type devices rather than obtaining a "wet signature". BAR will fine-tune language to make sure 
it's clear. ASCCA will work with BAR on fine-tuning language.  
 
2) Mobile ARD Advertising. The BAR intends to address unlicensed activity and issues such as 
advertising on Craigslist, and illegal mobile operators. The industry agrees with the intent but we 
need to make sure we do not have unintended consequences. The draft regulations require that 
ARD numbers be listed on Internet-based advertising and that the exterior of vehicles used in 
repair services must have an ARD number on the vehicle which is clearly visible. There were 
concerns raised about multiple shop owners, chains, etc. advertising and if they would have to 
list all ARD locations with ARD numbers. Some possible solutions were discussed. Also the 
BAR needs to clarify that shop vehicles that do not perform repairs (e.g., parts delivery, courtesy 
vehicles) do not need to have ARD numbers on them. ASCCA will work with BAR to address 
all industry concerns. Because ASCCA was at this meeting, when BAR started talking about 
requiring ARD numbers on all delivery vehicles, rather than on just mobile repair vehicles, 
we spoke up that the potential regulation should apply to only mobile repair vehicles. 
 
 


