
Dr. Eileen B. King M.D. of Ross passed away on October 25, 2014. Born in Albany, Oregon in 
1924, she attended the University of Oregon and University of Oregon Medical School 
distinguishing herself as an undergraduate by being a Phi Beta Kappa scholar and earning the 
Mackenzie Scholarship.  She met her husband while in medical school and together they moved 
to San Francisco where she completed her residency at University of California San Francisco 
Medical School (UCSF) with a fellowship in pathology.  She and her husband moved to Ross in 
1957. 
 
Dr. King had a distinguished career in medicine, spending 35 years as a Clinical Professor of 
Pathology at UCSF.  She learned early on that cytology played an important role in the early 
diagnosis of cancer.  To that end she worked tirelessly to improve the quality of the practice of 
cytology through education and with state and national regulators to establish higher standards.  
A leading cancer researcher, she was author and coauthor of many published studies in 
cytopathology and frequent guest lecturer.  As a member of the faculty at UCSF she helped 
establish one of the first dysplasia clinics for the study of cervical cancer in the United States.  
She was Medical Director of the Curriculum in Exfoliative Cytology and developed a program 
for the training of pathologists, pathology residents, and cytotechnologists in fundamentals of 
cytopathology. 
 
She had a long-term relationship with Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory where she was 
especially interested in the development of quantitative techniques such as flow cytometry and 
digital image analysis. This work helped to establish the Laboratory for Cell Analysis and the 
Program for Analytical Cytology at UCSF.  In a major contribution to research, Dr. King 
explored and refined the application of breast fluid cytology in the Epidemiology and Natural 
History of Breast Cancer (NIH program project).  At the time of her retirement, she served as 
Clinical Professor of Pathology and Research Pathologist in the Department of Epidemiology 
and Biostatistics at UCSF. 
 
Dr. King was active in numerous Professional Organizations and was especially dedicated to the 
American Society of Cytology (now the American Society of Cytopathology).  In 1977 she was 
installed as the twenty-sixth president and in 1989 she was presented with the Papanicolaou 
Award, the highest award given by ASC in recognition of meritorious contributions in the field 
of cytology.  Until 1997, she maintained an active cytology practice from her clinical laboratory 
in Larkspur. 
 
Eileen is survived by her husband of 66 years, Dr. Charles D. King, sister Nancy Anderson of 
Tigard, OR; children, Julie Carlson of Mill Valley, Margaret King of Sebastopol, Neil King of 
Ross, and Thad King of Essex, CT, his wife Cathy and their four sons Warren, Mitchell, Mason, 
and Holden King.  She was predeceased by daughter Kathleen.  Her love of medical research and 
teaching was only equaled by her love for her family. She enjoyed cooking, music, traveling and 
visiting with her four grandchildren.  In final thoughts Eileen was hero and role model to many 
in her profession and her family. 
 
An open house is scheduled for Saturday, November 22 from 1:00-3:00 at her
home, 18 Sylvan Lane, Ross. 


