
Jay Matsler leaves Regionalist Art Collection to Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum 

Lubbock art collector Jay Matsler has left his entire Texas and New Mexico regionalist art 

collection to the Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum at Canyon.   Mr. Matsler chose PPHM 

because of the Museum’s track record in collecting and exhibiting, this type art.  The 125-piece 

collection includes oil paintings, watercolors, drawings, and numerous fine prints.   

Mr. Matsler focused his collecting efforts on the prints of Texas artist Merritt Mauzey whose 

series of lithographs on dryland cotton farming appealed to him as his mother’s family were 

cotton farmers on the South Plains.  Moreover, Mr. Matsler collected lithographs, aquatints, and 

etchings by Texas artists, especially those by the so-called “Dallas Nine” and their circle, 

including Jerry Bywaters, Otis Dozier, Perry Nichols, William Lester, Florence McClung, and 

Everett Spruce, and members of the all-female Texas Printmakers such as Stella Lodge LaMond.  

He also collected works by Lubbock artists such as Bess Bigham Hubbard, Leo Bernice Fix, 

Mona Pierce, and Dorothy Bryan.  All works by these artists are part of the Matsler bequest. 

Among the high points of the gift are:  an oil painting of a jackrabbit by Otis Dozier; an early 

1930 South Texas village scene; awatercolor by New Mexico artist John Meigs; and an oil by 

Santa Fe painter Odon Hullenkremer; Otis Dozier’s rare lithograph Cotton Pickers; and a Gene 

Kloss aquatint and etching.  Also sketchbook and archives from Bess Bigham Hubbard are 

included in the Matsler bequest. 

In his will, Mr. Matsler wrote, “I chose to leave my art collection, such as it may be, to the 

Panhandle-Plains Museum in Canyon, because of their …magnificent job in showing and 

promoting regional art ...”  Mr. Matsler lived in Lubbock nearly his entire life and was a 

supporter of the museum at Texas Tech University which received a bronze sculpture by Charles 

Umlauf, in the bequest. 

“The size, breadth, and depth of the Matsler Collection make it the most significant gift of art 

objects Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum has received since the Lucille Nance Jones bequest 

in the 1970s,” stated Michael R. Grauer, associate director for curatorial affairs and curator of art 

and Western heritage.  “Mr. Matsler visited PPHM many times in recent years and always 

remarked on how much he liked what we were doing with our permanent collection galleries and 

our exhibition program,” he noted.  “With the Matsler Collection we can say without reservation 

that PPHM may now have the finest and most comprehensive early Texas art collection in the 

Southwest,” Grauer added.  

After processing and cataloguing the massive collection with the help of volunteers, pieces from 

the Matsler Collection will be featured in the PPHM galleries. 


