
Leaders’ update  
A message from Director Gordon Ginder  
 
I am very pleased to share that Steven R. Grossman, M.D., Ph.D., has been appointed the 
deputy director of VCU Massey Cancer Center. This new position was added to support the 
continuation of Massey’s upward trajectory and considerable growth over the last few years. As 
deputy director, Dr. Grossman will lead the planning and development of disease-specific 
scientific research groups; oversee clinical oncology interactions, including clinical partnerships 
and initiatives with the VCU Health System; and develop strategic initiatives in new 
multidisciplinary research areas. All of these activities are of great importance to the cancer 
center and will further help position Massey for success during our next National Cancer 
Institute (NCI) competitive review in 2016, where we hope to achieve Comprehensive status, 
the highest level of NCI designation. Learn more 
 
As you may already be aware, Massey Cancer Prevention and Control (CPC) researchers 
Thomas Eissenberg, Ph.D., and Robert Balster, Ph.D., are the principal and co-principal 
investigator, respectively, on a recently awarded $18.1 million P50 grant from the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration and the National Institutes of Health. This grant is VCU’s third largest to 
date, and it supports research to study so-called modified risk tobacco products and other novel 
tobacco products, such as electronic cigarettes, and to develop an evaluation tool to help inform 
United States tobacco regulatory policy meant to protect public health. Drs. Eissenberg and 
Balster will lead this VCU-wide initiative with other Massey cancer researchers who are faculty 
in the Department of Psychology’s Center for the Study of Tobacco Products in the College of 
Humanities and Sciences. At Massey, this grant serves as a critical centerpiece for a growing 
emphasis on tobacco research and will help support the development of a larger tobacco 
research group within the CPC program. Learn more 
 
Also, I recently attended an Association of American Cancer Institutes (AACI) meeting of cancer 
center directors where the NCI presented on the new elements of the Cancer Center Support 
Grant (CCSG) evaluation guidelines for NCI Comprehensive status. One of the more significant 
elements includes a requirement that all cancer research be relevant to the cancer center’s 
catchment area, such as problems affecting racial and ethnic minorities and those of low 
socioeconomic status, environmental exposures and prevalent cancer types. The catchment 
area is based on the population that the cancer center serves.  
 
Another notable new element of the NCI Comprehensive standards is a requirement that 
training and education be integrated into the cancer center’s programmatic scientific mission 
through professional education. Massey members have long served as a vital resource for 
training future cancer researchers and oncology clinicians through cancer-focused academic 
programs offered in partnership with the university and health system. To further expand on our 
educational impact, Massey plans to recruit for a new leadership position – associate director 
for education – to coordinate the educational activities of the cancer center.  
 
I believe that we are appropriately positioning Massey to be responsive to both of these CCSG 
guideline elements, and in conjunction with our redoubled efforts to strengthen high-impact and 
transdisciplinary research and translation of research findings into clinical trials, achieving NCI 
Comprehensive designation is within our reach. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Gordon D. Ginder, M.D. 
Director 
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