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MEMORANDUM 
 

 

To:  All with Responsibility for International Pastoral Ministers 
 

From:  Rev. W. Shawn McKnight, CCLV Executive Director  

 

Re: Guidelines for Receiving Pastoral Ministers in the United States, Third Edition 

and 2015 Implementation Workshops 

 

Date:  September 26, 2014 

 

 

I am pleased to announce that the Administrative Committee of the USCCB has given 

their authorization to the Guidelines for Receiving Pastoral Ministers in the United States, 3rd 

Edition (Guidelines) as a resource from the following USCCB Committees: Clergy, Consecrated 

Life and Vocations (CCLV; Cultural Diversity in the Church; Protection of Children and Young 

People; and Canonical Affairs and Church Governance.  I believe the Guidelines will be an 

important resource for all those responsible for the development and implementation of policies 

and procedures for receiving international pastoral ministers within their own dioceses, eparchies 

or religious communities. 

 

Many have expressed their concerns regarding the proper vetting, orientation and 

continuing education of international priests, religious sisters and brothers, and seminarians 

coming to the United States for ministry and training as priests.  While appreciating the benefits 

of international pastoral minsters, there have been concerns about the preparation of the ministers 

as well as the receiving communities. In response to these needs, the Bishops asked for the 

development of the Guidelines, 3
rd

 Edition.  In addition, the three religious conferences 

representing the leadership of institutes of religious life in the United States (Leadership 

Conference of Women Religious (LCWR), Council of Major Superiors of Women Religious 

(CMSWR), and the Conference of Major Superiors of Men (CMSM)) also found that the 

development of the Guidelines would prove helpful to their memberships. 

The purpose of the Guidelines is to be a practical tool for dioceses, eparchies, seminaries, 

and institutes of consecrated life and societies of apostolic life as they work to formulate their 

own policies and procedures concerning international pastoral ministers, whether they are invited 

here to serve the Church at large or to serve immigrants from their native land. The Guidelines 

are meant to encourage the development of these policies. In this context, the Guidelines are 

designed for general information only. Each diocese, eparchy, seminary, institute, and society is 

unique, as is each international pastoral minister. In developing their own particular policies, 

these entities need to utilize their own competent consultants especially in the areas of canon 

law, civil law, psychological screening, and financial concerns. 
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Because the international pastoral ministers who are among us now and who will come to 

us in the future reflect a wide and varied background, the scope of the Guidelines includes those 

who are: international clergy, seminarians, and non-ordained men and women in institutes of 

consecrated life and societies of apostolic life for the Latin Church and Eastern Catholic 

Churches sui iuris. The Guidelines will be available to the public in November in three different 

formats:  in print form; a pdf downloadable from the myUSCCB web service; and viewable on 

the CCLV website. 

 

I am also pleased to announce that there will be four regional workshops next year to 

implement the Guidelines.  These implementation workshops would assist a wide variety of 

Church personnel (both diocesan and religious) who pertain to the screening, orientation and 

supervision of international pastoral ministers, especially those who assist with policy 

development.  Such personnel may include:  

 

 (Arch)Bishops 

 Major superiors 

 Vicars general 

 Chancellors 

 Vicars for clergy 

 Vicars for religious 

 Judicial and canonical vicars 

 Vocation directors 

 Religious formation personnel 

 Child and youth protection personnel 

 Diocesan attorneys 

 Finance officers 

 Diaconate directors 

 Delegates of religious superiors 

 Seminary officials

 

The one-day workshops will be held in four locations in 2015 with the blessing of the local 

Diocesan Bishop:   

 

Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles, CA (January 8) 

 

University of Dallas in Irving, TX (March 12) 

 

Westin-O’Hare Hotel near Chicago, IL (September 10) 

 

BWI Marriott Hotel near Baltimore, MD (October 22).   

 

The cost for registration is $125, which includes food, beverages and a hard copy of the 

Guidelines.  Click here for more information and to register for the workshop. 

 

Please consider forwarding this memorandum to the appropriate personnel in your (arch)diocese, 

eparchy or religious institute so that they may register for one of the implementation workshops.  

Space is limited. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of this memorandum. 

http://usccb.registration.meetingevolution.net/index.php/53E4502EBEE4D-general-information.html

