
     The interior fan is called a “squirrel” fan. It is named because it looks like a big wheel that a gerbil or a 

squirrel uses for exercise. It consists of a motor, a bearing, and fan blades that look like little airplane 

wings. The curved fan blades are aerodynamically designed to push air. Unfortunately, if the fan blades 

get dirty, the fan will not push air well (the dirt is kind of like ice on an airplane wing). Dirt on these fan 

blades can reduce air flow by as much as 40%! That is 40% more cost to operate the A/C and 40% less 

life for the unit. Remember that the life of the air conditioning unit is very important. Most A/C units 

cost between $5,000-$8,000 to replace. The replacement costs are roughly the same as the amount of 

money you pay to make it operate for about four years. All the money you spend cleaning and 

maintaining your mechanical equipment pays off in spades by increasing the life of the unit and by 

reducing the monthly operating costs. Clean filters, clean ductwork, clean coils and clean squirrel cage 

fan blades all mean fewer dollars spent in repairs, operating costs, and replacement costs down the line. 

Money spent on maintenance today, pays big dividends by extending the equipment life and keeping 

costs low. 

     Keep in mind that no contractor can afford to come out to your home to do maintenance for a little 

money. If you find the $29.00 service repair guy, he has to upsell you on something, or he loses money! 

Be ready to pay $75-$150 for a professional maintenance service. Make sure they clean the squirrel cage 

fan blades! 

I just looked outside and the thermometer said 100 degrees! Summer is here before I knew it, so be sure 

to be ready. 

Please feel free to call me anytime if you have any questions about your home 602-254-2700. 

 

I wish you the best of summers, 

Allen Blaker A.C.I. 

Inspection Specialists 

 

 


