Christopher Peterson, GrowMemphis Executive Director

Christopher Peterson became GrowMemphis’ Executive Director in January 2012 after Josephine Alexander, long-time GrowMemphis Project Coordinator left the organization to pursue her dream of farming. A native Memphian with a deep passion and love for the city, Chris returned to Memphis in August 2011 after completing his Master’s Degree in Human Values and Contemporary Global Ethics at King’s College London, where he focussed his studies on the practical and philosophical viability of small scale, local food systems.

Aside from his academic career, Chris has some dirt under his fingernails as well. Chris has been involved in social justice causes both locally and globally: in 2008 Chris spent a summer in Nicaragua working for a community development organization. While there he gained some valuable practical experience both in community engagement as well as in agriculture via a brief stint on an organic coffee farm. Additionally, while at Christian Brothers University as an undergraduate he co-founded both the CBU Social Justice Committee and the CBU Community Garden, which he managed during his senior year of college. Chris has also been trained as a community organizer by the Mid-South Peace and Justice Center.

