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Karen “K” (Dolan) Locke began to show her talent by the age of twelve writing about people and issues.  
Her writings and poems have been published by newspapers, numerous magazines including literary 
genres, and by numerous cause-related organizations and churches of many denominations.  Through 
her dramatic readings of her own poetry, she has become known as the “Poet with a cause”.  The 
mission of “Poet with a cause” is to bring people of all color to the table of dialogue to freely discuss and 
eradicate racial prejudice.’ 
 
In 1963 (age 13) “K” wrote one of her most startling poems and took it to school the next day to show 
her teacher.  Entitled “The Shock to the Nation,” she described a dream about a Presidential 
assassination.  By the close of the day, “K” and her teacher could only star at one another wordlessly as 
President Kennedy was assassinated that day. 
 
Uncle Jam (29), an arts publication, intended to explore concerns of senior citizens and Karen graciously 
gave permission for the printing of her poem, “Convalescent Home,” which she read at the opening of 
Cobblestone Card Company.  That reading had encapsulated the attitudes towards the elderly that many 
of us had been struggling to articulate.  A year later, she dedicated it to the Lou Grant Show, since 
witnessing the August 27 episode, “The Plight of Sara Ford,” a controversial screening depicting an 80-
year-old woman evicted from nursing home care.  She inscribed the poem on a plaque and sent it to Ed 
Asner as she continues to do with celebrities who are helping with a cause.  She keeps a scrapbook of 
letters she has received from celebrities she has dedicated poems to such as Lucille Ball, Mary Tyler 
Moore, Joey Bishop, and Jessie Jackson.   
 
In 1977, “K” was inspired to write the poem “When Will Mankind Stop?”  Karen was living between 
Washington and Baltimore near Fort Meade, Md., where her husband, Pat was stationed.  They took 
their adopted 7-year-old daughter, Lisa, to a restaurant and sat at a booth in front of a window.  Upon 
noticing that Lisa was black, a waitress insisted that they move to a table in the back of the restaurant.  
After leaving, Karen prayed for something that would change people’s hearts and she wrote the poem. 
 
Karen suffered a stroke in 2003 that paralyzed the right side of her body and she remained silent for six 
years.  She has just regained her ability to speak within the past four years and is back reciting her poem.  
Most recently, she was invited to read her poem to the audience numbering in the thousands at the 
National Mall during ceremonies centered on the unveiling of a monument to Martin Luther King Jr. 
 
She has written a new book entitled “All the Colors” that features her poem “When Will Mankind Stop?” 
and is designed for children and is being considered for publication as this article is being written. 
 
Here is her poem. 
  
When Will Mankind Stop? 
 How did you choose the Colors, Lord? 
 Green Grass and trees, 
 Black and yellow bumble bees. 
 Pale blue skies, 
 Deep blue rivers, oceans, and streams…. 
  Colors blending so beautifully.... 



  And as the sun sinks into the sea.... 
   Orange against blue…. 
    Colors chosen by You! 
 
 Brown tree trunks, 
 Golden wheat and corn, 
 Wild flowers You adorn…. 
  With majestic crowns of every Color! 
 
 How did You choose the Colors, Lord? 
  The Colors of our skin…. 
   White for me…. 
    And Black for him? 
  It seems those are the only Colors.... 
     Anyone protest.... 
  Not the Splendors of fall…. 
  Not the Spectrum in a raindrop…. 
 When will mankind stop…. 
  And look around…. 
   See the sky… 
   And see the ground…. 
    See all the different Colors…. 
   And just let the Color of skin…. 
  
    Blend in.... 
      
     With everything else?  
 
        Copyright 1977 by Karen “K” Locke 


