
 

If You’re Not Going to Galaxy, or if You Are… 
by Michael Darger, President 

Happy fall to my NACDEP colleagues.  Actually it still feels like summer as I write this.  And in just a few 
days: Galaxy IV will finally be here.  We figure there are 150 or more NACDEP members going to Galaxy.  
Which means we’ll be missing about half our members.  For those not going I want you to be included in 
the discussions there.  If you have thoughts about the future of Community Development Extension, 
please share them with a board member or a colleague who is going to Pittsburgh and encourage them 
to share those thoughts at the NACDEP Super Seminar.  If you’re interested in branding or marketing, 
we could use your ideas at the Branding Community Development seminar.   Of course, there are lots of 
other CD oriented things going on at this event.  Please, share your thoughts with someone going to 
Galaxy.   
 
Galaxy is shaping up to be quite the event.  With USDA Secretary Vilsack and NIFA Director Ramaswamy 
set to address the conference, the “brass” will be there.  Just as important, community development 
program leaders will be there in force.  Our various NACDEP-sponsored sessions have between 122 and 
206 attendees registered.  So we will be seen as a viable, important part of Extension despite being the 
smallest in headcount.  NACDEP is meeting its mission through its involvement in Galaxy. 
 
Finally, in the way of “news you can use”, we were delighted to find out recently that the National 
Institute of Food And Agriculture (NIFA) has appointed Brent Elrod as the National Program Leader (NPL) 
for Rural and Community Development (although it hasn’t been made public on their website yet).  This 
is the first time that we’ve had an NPL named as a staff liaison to our program area since the retirement 
of Sally Maggard about a year and a half ago.  This is great news and none of us exactly sure why it 
happened when it did.  But it DID happen and that is very important for those of us in the community 
development program area of Extension.  NACDEP presidents have had this issue on our radar and 
pursued it vigilantly and respectfully with JCEP, ECOP and NIFA leaders during that timespan.   Of course, 
this is why our colleagues chose to create NACDEP in 2005.  To spread the message and advocate for the 
value of our work (and other things).  So kudos to NACDEP and our friends in the Regional Rural 
Development Centers, CD program leaders, and others who helped message the importance of our 
work.  I have talked with Brent Elrod and he will be participating at the NACDEP Super Seminar on 
September 19th in Pittsburgh. 
 
Finally, the board will gather for its annual retreat in October in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  We’ll be 
exploring the conference venue for next year and considering what’s important for the near term and 
long term good of YOUR organization.  Again, let any of us know your thoughts, inspirations or concerns.  
And keep up the good work that you all do.     


