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Much like the graduation anthem of the 1980s, “The Future's So Bright, I Gotta Wear Shades”, 2014 is poised to be 

a Ray-Ban kind of year for the Sunshine state and Central Florida region. 

 

 

In Florida 

The outlook for Florida is brighter than it has been in years, reports Florida 

Trend, despite concerns about the impact of the Federal Affordable Care Act on 

small businesses and uncertainty over what effects the renewal of the payroll 

tax will have on spending. 

 

This optimism is echoed by data that reveals nearly 90 percent of Florida’s 

small business owners are planning for growth in 2014. According to a statewide 

survey by the Tampa Bay Business Journal in partnership with the Florida Small 

Business Development Center Network and the Florida Chamber Foundation, of those small business with plans to 

grow, 30 percent plan to hire new employees, 27 percent will expand their product lines and 19 percent expect to 

make capital improvements. 

 



Statewide and in Central Florida, the construction sector is expected to have the strongest average growth in the 

coming years at 9.2%, according to a Florida economic forecast published in October by the University of Central 

Florida’s Institute for Economic Competitiveness. This sector’s growth is followed by professional and business 

services (3.4%); trade, transportation and utilities (2.6%); education and health services (2.1%) and leisure and 

hospitality (1.8%). In addition, the annual average growth in housing starts will be 30.3% through 2016. 

 

 

In Orange County 

Orange County Mayor Teresa Jacobs projected a healthy future in her annual 

State of the County address in June, calling the economy strong and headed in the 

right direction. She reported that travel and tourism continues to be a shining star 

for Orange County as the top ranked travel destination in the U.S. Jacobs also 

predicted that changes to the region’s transportation infrastructure over the next 

few years will be a game changer, from “a world class international airport that 

welcomes over 35 million people every year” to SunRail and its “tremendous 

opportunity, transforming our region, rolling through Orange, Seminole, Volusia, 

and Osceola Counties.”  

 

In addition, the $1.5 billion Wekiva Parkway project is approved to move forward in 2014. The 27-mile toll road 

will complete the western beltway (State Road 429), providing an alternative to I-4 and relieving traffic congestion 

on SR 46, US 441 and other local roads between Orange, Lake and Seminole Counties. The design phase is expected 

to take 18-24 months, followed by right-of-way acquisition and permitting. Full construction is expected to take 

seven years. 

 

 

In Orlando 

Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer predicted 2014 will be “the most exciting year in the 

history of downtown Orlando” in his annual address in October. In addition to the 

nine projects currently underway representing a $1.3 billion in investment, the year 

ahead will break ground on six more projects expected to add another $350 million 

of investment. “Together, these 15 projects will add 1,500 new residential units, 

400 new hotel rooms and 50,000 square feet of new retail space to downtown.” 

 

An additional six proposed projects in the pipeline would mean another $2 billion in investment. They include: 

 The Creative Village – A public/private partnership with the City of Orlando to redevelop the former 

Amway Arena site into a 68-acre mixed-use, transit-oriented, urban infill neighborhood. The project is 

expected to produce an additional 6,500 jobs in the local economy during the construction phase and 

generate close to 5,000 permanent jobs at build out along with more than $10 million in annual property 

tax revenues. 

  

http://issuu.com/ucfbusiness/docs/flforecast-oct2013/3?e=1218677/5465564
http://www.orangecountyfl.net/Portals/0/Library/Board%20Of%20County%20Commissioners/docs/State%20of%20the%20County%20Mayors%20Speech%202013.pdf
http://www.cityoforlando.net/elected/mayor/speeches/state_downtown_13.htm


 A new headquarters for the Orlando Police Department. 

 A sports and entertainment development proposed by the Orlando Magic that would include an urban 

convention center, hotel rooms, retail space and the team’s headquarters. 

 A new stadium for the City’s Major League Soccer team. 

 
Other construction projects on the boards for 2014 include: 

 Orlando International Airport’s $1 billion-plus expansion plan that would increase the gate capacity at 

Airside 4 to accommodate both domestic and international travelers, update public areas including ticket 

lobby modifications and improvements, and improve concession offerings with potentially more than 2 

million square feet of retail space plus a new hotel. 

 Orange County Convention Center’s a $45 million upgrade project to Phase II originally built in 1988. 

OCCC is the second largest convention facility in America and contributes approximately $2.1 billion a 

year to the area's economy. 

 The $2 billion I-4 Ultimate Project encompassing more than 21 miles of construction from west of Kirkman 

Road to east of State Road 434. It includes 56 new bridges and pedestrian crossings, reconstruction of 15 

major interchanges, sound wall treatments throughout the project corridor, and the addition of four new 

express lanes. Construction is scheduled to begin later this year and continue through 2020. 

 

 

In the Architecture Industry 

It is said a rising tide floats all boats, and as goes the construction 

market, so goes the architecture industry. This year is looking 

brighter, based on a July 2013 analysis by AIA Chief Economist Kermit 

Baker. “The AIA’s Architecture Billings index points to a stronger 

second half of the year (2013) for building construction, with strength continuing into 2014,” Baker reported. 

“Through midyear, the ABI showed growth in design activity for 10 of the past 11 months, with strong growth in 

inquiries for new project activity over the past several months. With design activity leading construction activity 

by an average of nine to 12 months, the recent growth in design billings points to healthy gains in future 

construction levels.” 

 

The commercial/industrial sector is projected to lead the upturn with activity accelerating to the low double-digit 

range in 2014 following an almost 8 percent increase in 2013. Institutional facilities will see the sharpest gains in 

the healthcare sector with spending projected to increase almost 8 percent as well. The largest nonresidential 

building sector is education facilities where spending is expected to increase by almost 5 percent as employment 

picks up. Other major institutional sectors, including public safety and amusement/recreation, also are expected 

to see reasonably healthy gains this year. 

 

  



CTH+A is excited to have a design hand in many of these projects including work for OIA and OCCC and is 

optimistic about future projects and growth. The firm also will celebrate a milestone in 2014 with its 30th 

anniversary.  
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