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By Dave Koupacx
AssOCIATED PRESS
FARGO — Officials who
are working to provide In-
ternet service in rural
areas of North Dakota say
they are trying to fulfill the

need for speed.

Jasper Schneider, state
director for the Agriculiure
Department's rural devel-
opment agency, which man-
ages a broadband grant
program, said the focus is
changing from just getting
rural residents connected

point of just having connec-
tivity, We're living in a data
rich environment with
streaming video and en-
riched websites,” Schnei-
der said Monday “High
speed internet Is perma-
nently changing the game
for rural.”
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N.D. broadband project focuses on hi

“We've moved past the point of
Jjust having connectivity. We're living
in a data rich environment with
streaming video and enriched websites."”
lasper Schneider

state director, North Dakota Department
of Agriculture rural development Bgency

The challenge, Schneider
said, is the cost. The rural
development office recently
announced a $ million
grant to BEK Communica-
tions Cooperative that will
help provide fiber-to-the-
home technology to a small,
sparsely populated area of
Barnes County, in south-
eastern North Dakota.

It takes a lot of work to
reach limited customers in
areas of low population
density

“It's expensive to put
fiber in the ground and dig
the trench from point A to
point B, because you have

less of a user base,” Schnei-
der said. “Having this back-
bone is significant in
making sure that we're not
just having connectivity
everywhere, bul making
sure it's a high-speed con-
nection.”

The USDA said it has in-
vested more than $344 mil-
lion in North Dakota
broadband and telecommu-
nications projects since
2008,

David Crothers, executive
vice president of the North
Dakota Association of
Telecommunications Coop-
eratives, said Monday that
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the 13 telephone coopera-
tives and five small com-
mercial companies he
represents are spending
$110 million a year upgrad-
broadband service.

busters,
“We're going 100 miles per
hour."

Schneider said that cus-
tomers are no longer satis-
fied with dial-up service or
even a slow DSL or wireless
service. He said the goal is
to get everyone's service to
three megabits per second
and above.

“We're going to fiber be-




