
Bradshaw * Maine2Mityana * Prayer letter – Sept. 12, 2014 

We have safely returned to Mityana after a 6-week visit with family and friends in    
the US.  Plenty of leg room, and sitting in the moms’ and toddlers’ section, made 
our air travel back to Entebbe delightful. An added blessing was that we were 
spared the ill effects of airplane cabin pressure and managed to sleep during the 
long flight across the Atlantic to Heathrow, and then the next one south to Africa. 
We feel like seasoned travelers.  Thank you for your prayers during our travel. 

We are grateful for the many opportunities to share our experiences of the past 
year with those we visited and to catch up with their lives.  Our visits were 
enhanced by the “great” nieces and nephews on both sides of our family who are 
infants and toddlers. They have changed dramatically during the past year. We give 
thanks for the loving upbringing they are receiving from our generation who are 
grandparents and great aunts and uncles and from our kids’ generation of cousins 
who are also so supportive.   

It was especially heartwarming to be welcomed home to Mt. Desert Island in the 
hustle and bustle of tourist season. We sampled old familiar Maine pleasures like 
biking, hiking, sailing, swimming, lobster and Chuck’s Friday morning Bible study.  
We feasted with family and friends and even had a welcome back song sung in our 
honor-- a custom we’ve also experienced in Mityana. The Church of Our Father in 
Hulls Cove welcomed us warmly, with several occasions to worship, socialize, break 
bread, and report on our experiences of the past year. 

We would not have had such a rich, inspiring time without the love, attention, care, 
food, homes and wheels provided for us. We were prepared for people to notice 
that we have been changed by our year in Mityana—for the better, we hope.  We 
were prepared to boast about the enthusiasm and sacrificial commitment of our 
Ugandan friends.   

But, we have been changed in ways we did not expect by our time in the USA.  We 
were deeply touched by people we had not known previously who said, on meeting 
us: “The Bradshaws? We have been praying for you at our church!”  We were 
overwhelmed by the generosity of friends and relatives who housed and fed us, and 
an extraordinarily saintly couple who loaned us their new truck for our furlough. 



Now that we are back in Uganda, we brag to our friends here about the faithful 
prayers and kindness of you, our partners and supporters in the US. 

The time we had in the US has been inspiring and has prepared us for our second 
year in Mityana. We are trusting, typical to African life, that there will be new 
surprises and challenges to capture our attention and cause growth pains and 
blessings too. We are confident and ready to serve the people in the Diocese of 
Mityana at Bp. Lutaaya Theological College and Vocational Centre. 

We are excited about potential partnerships which are unfolding to assist the 
college and Diocese. Our church and various individuals showed interest in helping  
with “special projects”: a sustainable pension program for diocesan clergy; tuition 
assistance for students of the College; and a plan to provide purified water for the 
students and day care center on the campus.  

SAMS and Church of Our Father, together with us, are discussing short term 
mission opportunities for people to serve with us here. Now is the time to be in 
touch with us about your desire to come to Mityana so we can pray, guide you and 
plan for your time among the people here.  

The song that kept running through my (Beth’s) mind during the flights was the 
chorus to There is a Redeemer:  

“Thank You, O my Father, for giving us Your Son;                                                                                                                                                    
And leaving Your Spirit ‘til the work on earth is done”.  

We go forth in the power of the Spirit, thanking God for our partnership with you 
as we serve in the Diocese of Mityana, Uganda.  

Faithfully, Beth & Chuck 

!


