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It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord,  

and to sing praises to your Name, O Most High;  

To tell of your loving kindness in the morning  

and of your faithfulness in the night season;  

On the psaltery, and on the lyre,  

and to the melody of the harp. (Psalm 92:1-3) 
 

Dear partners in prayer and mission, 

 

“Compassion International is a great blessing to Africa,” a Tanzanian friend, Godbless 

Mwanga, told me 5 years ago.  “These projects give me hope that our children’s lives will be 

better than ours have been.”  Having recently visited many Compassion project sites and 

realized the number of children urgently needing sponsors, I apologized for having sponsored 

only one child, through my parish church.  Godbless stopped me: “We are simply astonished 

that the sponsors overseas would open their hearts like that to complete strangers.” 

 

Late one Saturday evening in October our neighbor Alice, a Compassion project director and 

clergy wife, knocked on our door (in Luke 11:15 “friend at midnight” fashion) saying that a 

vanload of young Compassion staffers and volunteers had just arrived from Ntinda and needed 

to be housed overnight and fed in the morning.  We provided beds for 3 of them.  The next 

morning the whole group of 14 came to our house for breakfast. 

 

Two of the young men with the group, 

Ronald Ayeriga and Simon Peter— now 

age 25— are “alumni” of the Ntinda 

project. Ronald is a mechanical 

engineer.  He said, “I grew up in a 

Christian context and got born again 

while in Compassion.  Compassion has 

really educated me to a high level of 

learning.”  Learning to play musical 

instruments while in the Compassion 

program helped him later to earn money 

for tuition fees.  Simon Peter is a 

graduate of Uganda Christian University 

with a degree in Child Development and 

Children’s Ministry.  Although 

Compassion helped him out of a 

background of poverty, he said having received “the foundation of Christ” is of even more 

value.  He now has a strong motivation to share the Gospel with others. 

 

With projects in Asia, Africa, South and Central America, and the Caribbean, Compassion is a 

Christian ministry of child advocacy and development that begins, in some cases, with pre-natal 

Meeting Ronald and Simon Peter over breakfast. 

(continued on next page) 



(continued) care and continues to young adulthood.  The children stay in their family homes.  

Compassion provides them with education and vocational training, medical care and health 

education, Christian religious instruction, and training in social skills.  All enrolled children 

receive these services whether they have sponsors or not.  Those with sponsors also receive the 

benefit of a relationship with a caring adult, including mutual prayer support and the exchange 

of letters.  Compassion encourages sponsors to visit their sponsored children at the projects, and 

helps with the arrangements. 

 

Although the children come from destitute, and sometimes cruel, home situations, whole 

families and villages are being transformed because of the changes that take place in the 

children’s lives.  Our Ugandan friends include many Compassion staff workers, and a few are 

Compassion “alumni.”  Our neighbor Alice, an alumna of the Ntinda project, is now a well-

educated woman and the director of one of Mityana Diocese’s Compassion projects.   

 

In the last couple of months a new project, with 180 children enrolled, has opened on the 

grounds of St. Andrew’s Cathedral, a few hundred yards from our house.  Recently the youth of 

our sending congregation, the Church of Our Father, have decided to sponsor a child in the new 

Mityana project.   If you feel moved to sponsor a child in the new Mityana Compassion project, 

specifically, let us know so we can help connect you with a child to sponsor. The cost is $1.50 a 

day or $45.00 a month! 

 

We are thanking God for the prayers that are being said for us, for the friends who give 

sacrificially to enable us to be here, and for the generous gifts to fund the special projects we 

have been working on at the College. 

 

Faithfully, 
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