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       “This building will create delight when entered, health and productivity when occupied, and 

regret when departed."                                          ~ Amory Lovins, RMI Founder and Chief Scientist 
  
For over 30 years Rocky Mountain Institute has tackled the biggest energy challenges facing our world. 

Today, more than ever, a clean, prosperous, and secure energy future rests on accelerating the transition to a 

world powered by distributed, efficient, renewable energy. To achieve this ambitious goal, we are growing 

our staff, our worldwide partnerships, and our workspace by building the RMI Innovation Center. The RMI 

Innovation Center will be a beyond-state-of-the-art office and convening center of 15,610 square feet along 

the banks of the Roaring Fork River in Basalt, Colorado. The building will provide the Institute with a 

unique venue where we will convene global energy leaders with whom we collaborate to transform the 

energy system. It will also demonstrate to the world how deep green buildings should be designed, 

contracted, constructed, and occupied. The Innovation Center will be integrative, restorative, and replicable. 
  
Integrative 
Since the inception of the Innovation Center, project architects, engineers, and builders have collaborated 

using an integrated project delivery (IPD) process. IPD is a method of design and construction that aligns 

incentives and full engagement towards achieving integrative design. Only 100 or so buildings have been 

built using this powerful model and only a handful have been small buildings like ours—there is a great 

need to scale this model. RMI’s building will help push the IDP process into the industry, saving time and 

money over the lives of many buildings. 
  
Expected Certifications and Standards: 

● U.S. Green Building Council LEED Platinum 
● Living Building Challenge Net Zero Energy Building Certification 
● Living Building Challenge Petal Recognition 
● Passive House airtightness requirement 
● Exceed Architecture 2030 Challenge goals 
● Energy Star target score of 100 (highest possible score)  

Restorative 
The Innovation Center will be among the highest performing buildings in the world. More than just energy 

efficient; it will be a restorative building, generating more energy than it uses. As one of the leaders of the 



green building movement, RMI’s new home will exemplify the principles of efficient energy use and 

renewable energy generation.  

Replicable 
At 15,610 square feet, the Innovation Center will be similar in size to 90 percent of the U.S. commercial 

office real estate market. Over half of all commercial buildings are owner occupied and office is by far the 

largest use type. Therefore, other building owners will be able to replicate the integrated project delivery 

process and integrative design RMI has utilized in its own facilities. RMI will teach how the building was 

contracted, designed, built, commissioned, and operated; how it can be replicated; how it worked with and 

for the community; and what RMI learned in the process. The Innovation Center will also provide 

evidential support for progressive technologies and policy changes such as greywater reuse, aggressive load 

reduction measures, expanded thermal comfort and renewables. RMI’s outreach campaign will include: 

Timeline 
We will break ground October 15th, 2014 and we aim to occupy the building in by the end of 2015.  
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