
OC CRAN 2014 

It has been an interesting first year for OC CRAN (Custom Residential Architect's Network).  For those 

not familiar with CRAN it is one of the many AIA virtual knowledge communities and one of the most 

active nationwide, by giving a voice to our members that practice residential architecture.  We have a 

fairly large contingent in our chapter that designs and builds some of the best residential architecture in 

the nation and we were happy to form our own CRAN Chapter this year. 

Our first CRAN event was a Cliff May Home Tour in Long Beach.  We partnered with our friends in the 

AIA Long Beach/South Bay Chapter and had a great time touring homes designed in the mid 1950’s by 

Cliff May in a tract where 700 of his designs were built adjacent to El Dorado park.  We were grateful to 

Rochelle and Doug Kramer who helped us organize this tour.  Rochelle and Doug not only live in one of 

these classic Mid-Century Modern homes, of  which we toured, but are quite the experts of Cliff May 

and his designs.  They also are the top real estate agents specializing in selling modern architecture.  We 

also had the pleasure of hearing Jeff Jeanette of Jeanette Architects of Long Beach,  who has done 

renovations of Cliff May homes talk about what it is like to bring these homes up to today's code. 

 

Needless to say a great time was had by all, and it was a terrific first OC CRAN event! 

 

 

The next item on the CRAN agenda was the CRAN National Symposium which this year was titled "The 

Architecture of Influence".  This yearly event is for anyone who loves residential architecture and is 

composed of an initial gala celebration, fantastic home tours of the local area, excellent speakers 



regarding a plethora of residential topics, and great networking dinners with fellow architects and the 

many sponsors of the event.  This was the sixth national CRAN symposium and truly was the grandest, 

held in the historic town of Charleston, South Carolina. 

The initial gala celebration was an Oyster roast held at a very unique location, "The Old Jail" in 

Charleston.  An historic jail in the city which is now adapted to a College of the Building Arts.  We were 

fortunate to get a tour of the facility and speak to the students about their studies and how they 

contribute to the architectural fabric of society. 

 

This year the speakers were arranged by Gary Brewer AIA,  who is a Partner of Robert A. M. Stern 

Architects of New York.  This year's speakers had a more academic and theoretical spin, as opposed to 

last year's more practical based speakers.  It was an interesting transition and we had the pleasure of 

having Robert Stern FAIA attend as the keynote speaker.  His lecture was on his new book and design 

principal "Paradise Found" in which open spaces with great landscape architecture really help in the 

designing of developments giving them a very unique character.  We also had Andreas Duany FAIA speak 

as well about what principals were adapted to planning the community of Seaside Florida and how 

design guidelines can both be a blessing and a hindrance.  There was a lot of debate of the battle of 

Traditionalists vs. Modernists  and how either could work in an area dominated by one of these styles of 

architecture.  If any of you miss architecture school, this definitely brought you back to those days. 



Home tours - CRAN does a first rate job on these.  We had two, one being a walking tour of the Historic 

District of Charleston where the homes go back to the late 1700's.  The ones we toured had all been 

beautifully renovated with beautiful furnishings and details.  We had the opportunity to talk to the 

various architects who worked on these homes to get the full story on what went into working on these 

types of projects. 

 

 

The next day was a bus and walking tour of adjacent Kiawah Island.  Known as a high end resort 

neighborhood with golf courses aplenty on the island we were able to tour the Ocean Course Clubhouse 

designed by Robert Stern Architects, and some of the more current custom homes on the island.  Lastly 

on this tour we were able to speak to the main developer of the island and learn about the Plantation 

home built in 1800 that came with buying the island which he renovated.   It was truly spectacular and 

something not to be missed if you love custom homes and great architecture. 



 

 

Ending with the networking dinners at some of the top restaurants in the area, it was another truly great 

CRAN event and this year was the first year it was completely sold out.  Next year the Symposium will be 

in the beautiful city of Minneapolis.  I hope to see some of our Orange County members there next year, 

it will be terrific and a very rewarding experience! 

In conclusion, we welcome anyone in our chapter to get involved with our CRAN group.  Future activities 

will be speakers on various residential topics, home tours, and a future Eichler tour is also currently in 

the works.   

GET INVOLVED!  OC CRAN’s success is owed to the commitment of our members. 

See you at the next meeting. 

Richard A. Weie A.I.A., O. C. CRAN Chairman 2014 


