
Laurel Street Grade Separation Project breaks ground in Colton 

The City of Colton, San Bernardino Associated Governments (SANBAG), Burlington Northern Santa Fe 

Railway (BNSF), and Union Pacific Railroad celebrated the start of construction on the Laurel Street Grade 

Separation Project in north Colton on November 12. 

The project will lower Laurel Street underneath six sets of railroad tracks to separate vehicular, bicycle, and 

pedestrian traffic from the continuously growing train traffic across Laurel Street. This project is part of a series 

of improvements along this rail corridor that are being implemented to enhance safety and improve circulation 

in the area. 

During the past five years, SANBAG listened closely to concerns of the Colton community, and as a direct 

result, worked with the City to make this project happen.  SANBAG has also been working with the railroads 

and the City to create QUIET ZONES along these tracks.  As a result, the City of Colton recently awarded 

contracts to begin creating TRAIN HORN QUIET ZONES at 4 other railroad crossings south of the Laurel 

Street crossing. 

 

The total cost of the Laurel Street Grade Separation Project is approximately $60 million. SANBAG combined 

funding sources from the City of Colton, the State, BNSF Railroad, Union Pacific Railroad, and Measure I, the 

½ cent sales tax approved by voters in San Bernardino County for transportation improvements. The project 

will take approximately two years to construct.  

 

“It takes many partners working together to accomplish large transportation projects such as this one,” stated 

SANBAG President Bill Jahn. “This project represents a partnership between public and private entities.  By 

partnering with our member cities on local projects with regional significance, it allows us to realize more value 

for our transportation dollars.”   

 

Having noted the growing goods movement impacts on our local communities, the SANBAG Board identified 

Railroad Grade Separations as a priority in an effort to reduce congestion, improve air quality, and enhance 

safety in our region. This program will result in 14 new grade separations in the county, including: 

 

 6 grade separation projects now completed; 

 4 currently in construction; and 

 4 more grade separations starting construction in the next few months. 

 
“These projects will improve the efficiency of moving goods to the rest of the nation,” concluded President 

Jahn.  “As the economy rebounds, more trains will be using this rail line and others to transport goods to and 

from the ports in Los Angeles and Long Beach.” 

 
Participating in the groundbreaking ceremony were (l-r) BNSF Public Affairs 

Director Lena Kent, SANBAG President Bill Jahn, Colton Mayor Sarah Zamora, 

and Colton City Councilmembers Frank Navarro and Frank Gonzales. 

 

 


