
Cody is like a brother to us, and Jessica and I look out for him. We have had rough times when 

students pick on Cody as well as fun times like the day he conducted our band by himself.  No one ever 

thought he could do that, and the three of us celebrated his success together. 

I had been on a search to find the perfect boy for Jessica to take to prom for weeks. It seemed 

like it was hopeless after thinking about some of the jerks in the school. But then, just when I thought 

there were no more options, Jessica called me with an idea.   What if she invited Cody to prom?  It was 

the perfect plan! We decided to make prom night an unforgettable night for him. 

Together, Jessica and I made arrangements to ask him to prom. The first thing on the list was to 

call his grandmother to make sure she was okay with it all. So, we called, and she was so happy she 

started crying. Plan take Cody to prom was a go. 

We made a poster in the shape of Cody’s favorite thing, a train, and got everything ready, 

including balloons.  Cody responded with the biggest smile I have ever seen, and a "YES, I will,” and a 

giant hug!  The excitement level is growing day by day as we approach prom night. 

I can’t tell you quite yet how the story ends because preparation for prom night is still in the 

works, but I can tell you that while we planned to make an unforgettable impact on Cody, he is also 

making an impact on us. Cody’s grandmother told us she couldn’t sleep at all the night we asked her if 

we could take Cody to prom. All she could say was that “God is good.”  

This I Believe- Every person deserves to have a magical and unforgettable night. It doesn’t have 

to be taking a kid with disabilities to prom.  You can create a special memory that lasts a lifetime for 

anyone.  Giving Cody this special memory has also given me more joy than one can even imagine.  

Erin, Jessica and Cody are seniors at Bruton High School in York County.   


