
Ann van de Graaf 

Visual artist Ann van de Graaf spent her childhood in East Africa, a place that continues to inspire and 

inform her work. She moved to Lynchburg in 1959 where she soon became engaged in the Civil Rights 

movement of the 1960s and ‘70s. She drew from the experiences of those years when painting “Lord, 

Plant My Feet on Higher Ground”, a large, three-paneled work honoring Lynchburg’s African American 

Civil Rights leaders. The painting now hangs in the Legacy Museum of African American History. 

Van de Graaf graduated from Randolph-Macon Woman’s College with a double major in Art and 

Sociology. She worked for many years as a regional planner with the Central Virginia Planning District 

Commission. She has exhibited her work throughout Central Virginia in many solo and group exhibitions, 

and has had solo exhibits in Washington, DC and New England. She has been a recipient of a Virginia 

Center for the Creative Arts fellowship and has received numerous public commissions including murals 

for Amazement Square and the Lynchburg Bicentennial Commission. In 1982 she became a partner in 

Bargara Press, designing and publishing illustrated books of poetry and folk tales. 

In addition to serving in many capacities within the Lynchburg arts community, van de Graaf was a 

founding member of the Anne Spencer Foundation and the Legacy Museum of African American History. 

In 2009 she was awarded an honorary doctorate by the Virginia University of Lynchburg. 

In 2008 she opened Africa House, located on Garfield Avenue near the Virginia University of Lynchburg, 

where she has her studio and gallery. It is a place for celebrating Africa and the African Diaspora 

through art exhibitions, poetry readings, videos, films, music and dance. She has exhibited 

several nationally recognized African American artists there including James Phillips, Martha 

Jackson Jarvis, Curlee Raven Holton, Ulysses Marshall and Sharon Farmer. The next exhibition, 

opening on September 28, 2014 will showcase talented emerging artist and recent graduate of 

Randolph College, Jerelle Morse. 

 

AFRICA AND AFRICA HOUSE 

ARTIST STATEMENT 

Africa House was created to be a haven for me to focus on all that I had 

loved about the Africa of my formative years and to share that with the 

Lynchburg community; a place where I could create my own art but also 

showcase the work of others, particularly African American artists.  

The works selected for this exhibition relate to the intertwining of the work 

of Africa House with my interpretations of aspects of African life and the 

mysterious world of nature. Things are not always what they seem to be. 

Animals were here on earth long before man, can we ever truly overcome 

the barrier that separates us? 



 


