
Congratulations to the winners 
of the 2014 Envirothon! 

Schools From Across Vermont Compete in 2014 Envirothon   
- By Rebecca Phelps, Conservation Education Coordinator 

 
Each year, high school students from across Vermont dedicate their time and energy 
to learning about forestry, wildlife, soils and water resources in preparation for the 
annual Envirothon competition. Teams of students also conduct research within 
their own communities, choosing a research project related to a natural resource 
theme chosen by event organizers. 
 
The hopeful student teams come together in mid-May to compete for the highest 
combined score. Total team scores are cumulative from all exams and the score 
from an oral presentation outlining the team’s community research project. This 
year’s theme was local sustainable agriculture, and seven teams competed for first 
place in the Envirothon competition. 

 
This year, first place went to People’s Academy from Morrisville VT. Their overall score of 473 points earned them a trip 
to Heifer International’s Farm in Rutland, where they will represent the state at the Inaugural New England Regional 
Gathering. 
 
The winning team created a partnership between their school’s food service staff and Snug Valley Farm, a producer of 
local, grass-fed beef and farm-raised pork. The students sold Snug Valley Farm’s pork and beef to community members, 
and with the profit earned, purchased Snug Valley ground beef for the school cafeteria. The donation enabled the 
school’s food service manager to add more local fruits and vegetables because it freed up a portion of the food budget. 
The high school juniors plan to see the project through next year and then to leave this sustainable cycle as their legacy 
to future staff and students. For those interested, order forms are available in the Morrisville Public Library. 
 
The Vermont Envirothon is one of the most successful partnerships in Vermont because it receives support from a wide 
variety of organizations, all who are working to support the development of tomorrow’s scientists and 
environmentalists. “Our goal is to connect young people to the natural world, and to get them fired up about the natural 
resource field as a potential career path,” explains Carrie Riker, the Vermont Envirothon coordinator. “Based on the 
number of high school students running around outside with clipboards on a rainy cold day, I would say we are doing a 
great job.” 
 
Here is the full list of category winners. Overall winner receives the greatest number of points based on a combination of 
all individual scores: 
 
First Overall: People’s Academy B 
Second Overall: Websterville Baptist School 
Third Overall: Bellows Falls High School 
Current Issue / Orals: People’s Academy B 
Aquatics: People’s Academy B 
Forestry: Bellows Falls High School 
Soils: People’s Academy A 
Wildlife: Websterville Baptist School 
Team Spirit: Rutland High School 
Alternates: Bellows Falls Alternates 
 
Congratulations to all of the participants of the 2014 Vermont Envirothon!  
 
For more information about the Vermont Envirothon competition, visit their webpage at http://www.vacd.org/vermont-
envirothon. 
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