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Have you ever visited your favorite swimming hole or fishing spot 
and wondered about the quality of water, health of the fishery, or 
how you can get involved to help monitor and protect our water 
resources? One collaborative means to do this is through 
watershed planning.  
 
A watershed is like a bathtub; all of the water that falls within it 

drains to a common outlet. In the case of the Otter Creek watershed, it is all of the land from the town of 
Dorset in Bennington County northward to the Town of Ferrisburgh in Addison County, draining over 900 
square miles into Lake Champlain. From the Green Mountain spine on the eastern half of the basin to the 
Champlain Lowlands on the western half, many different types of land and their uses can all have affects on 
water quality in the Otter Creek. While it is hard to imagine that an activity occurring near the Creek in Rutland 
can have an effect on the surface water quality in Brandon, it is often the cumulative effects of many different 
activities that can cause degradation, or a lowering of water quality.  

Often, political boundaries usually do not coincide well with the natural drainage boundaries of a watershed. 
Thus, the most effective watershed planning is developed in cooperation with other communities within the 
watershed. Several different organizations can assist in this process, such as the Rutland Natural Resource 
Conservation District that supports seasonal water quality monitoring to the USDA – Natural Resource 
Conservation Service, which supports famers and landowners with land conservation incentives programs.  

Watershed planning is a method for maintaining, protecting, and restoring the natural resources within a 
watershed while also enhancing the quality of life in our communities. Watershed plans should be used to 
integrate multiple water resource protection and conservation activities and goals. 

During the last year, the Vermont Water Quality Division has developed a more effective planning process to 
manage surface waters across the state.  This new strategy aims to pull together the monitoring and 
assessment data, and the protection and restoration tools of rivers, lakes, wetlands and stormwater for each 
of Vermont’s 17 major watersheds.  What makes this new watershed planning process different from previous 
basin planning efforts is the scale. While prior basin plans focused on broad-scale strategies to promote 
surface water protection or improvement, the new tactical plans will highlight the projects or actions needed 
to protect or restore specific waters and identify appropriate funding sources to complete the work.  Since 
these new tactical plans will guide all watershed work, the issues identified in these plans are the ones that 
will be prioritized for management attention, including funding.    

For those who know about pollution run-off issues in their watershed, such as eroding dirt roads, poor culvert 
placements, stream or lakeshore erosion, clear-cutting, etc., it’s important to include them in these new 
tactical basin plans.   

 



There are 17 major river watersheds in Vermont and the tactical basin plans will prioritize sub-basins of these 
watersheds for enhanced monitoring, assessment, planning, and project development.  All implementation 
watershed improvement work will be available to track on the Water Quality Division’s web site at 
www.vt.waterquality.org.   

In addition, the state’s watershed coordinators are responsible for writing basin plans that seek to coordinate 
and coalesce water issues throughout a river or lake basin that are of most concern to the public. This work 
includes water quality, fish and wildlife habitat, industrial and municipal water use, and recreation issues. Just 
as all the waters in a basin are interrelated (streams, wetlands, lakes and the land that connects them), the 
solutions and water protection projects also must  

Below is a map of Vermont’s Watersheds with the name and contact of the Watershed Coordinator.  
Watershed Coordinators encourage public involvement and welcome input as they develop the tactical basin 
plans for each of the 17 major watersheds.  To learn more, contact a Watershed Coordinator.    

 

http://www.vt.waterquality.org/

