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Vermont’s new Universal Recycling law (Act 148) puts the state at the forefront of 
sustainable waste management; now referred to as sustainable materials 
management. While many other states are moving in this direction, Vermont is the 
first to adopt statewide landfill disposal bans on recyclables, leaf, yard and clean 
wood debris, and food scraps. Landfills are becoming more expensive, limited in 
capacity, and destructive to Vermont’s environment through releases of potent 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Landfills and wastewater treatment facilities are the 
sixth largest source of GHG emissions produced in the state. Since 2001, Vermont’s 

diversion rate has stagnated at 30-35% and well over half of what is currently being landfilled could be recycled or composted. 
Materials such as recyclables; leaf, yard and clean wood debris; and food scraps could be put to a better use than taking up 
limited landfill space and contributing to climate change. One life cycle analysis of a Vermont composting program by the 
Alliance for Climate Action found that composting a 5-gallon bucket of food scraps prevents emissions equal to burning a gallon 
of gasoline. In order to improve the recycling rate and make better use of valuable resources, the Vermont legislature 
unanimously passed the Universal Recycling law (also known as Act 148) in May 2012. The new law bans the disposal of 
recyclables; leaf, yard and clean wood debris; and food scraps from landfills and requires statewide adoption of unit-based 
pricing (requiring trash disposal charges to be on a per-unit basis, either by volume or weight, such as a fee per bag or per 
container) for solid waste services.  
 
Through Universal Recycling, Vermont will be instituting phased-in landfill bans on recyclables; leaf, yard and clean wood 

debris; and food scraps on a timeline that culminates in 2020.  This will allow time to establish the increased collection 

infrastructure needed to manage these materials.  Universal Recycling will also require collection of recyclable and 

compostable materials at the same locations where trash is collected.  This will give all Vermonters the ability to greatly reduce 

the amount of valuable materials they send to the landfill.  Recycling and composting these materials conserves resources 

while reducing energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions.   

Universal Recycling will offer convenience, choices, and consistent statewide services for recycling and composting to 

Vermont’s residents and businesses.  The separation and collection of materials allows for them to be utilized as resources and 

will encourage growth in the materials management sector.  This growth may be seen in an increase in the number of 

composting facilities, hauling operations, anaerobic digestion facilities, and agricultural uses including animal feed and soil 

amendment.   In addition to growing businesses and supporting farms, the law will save valuable resources, significantly 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions from solid waste management, support local resilience and sustainability, and reduce 

Vermont’s dependence on landfills, thereby improving the health of our environment and our residents.  

The Agency of Natural Resources is working to develop outreach materials to all stakeholders impacted by this new law and to 

collaborate with local governments, nonprofits, community and industry groups to assist these stakeholders and the state with 

implementing Universal Recycling. The Agency’s Solid Waste Program is participating in the Farm to Plate Program’s working 

group on food recovery and diversion, an Act 148 working group started by solid waste management entities that is advancing 

various outreach needs for this new law, and Program staff have developed working relationships with the Solid Waste District 

Managers Association, the Agency of Agriculture, Food, and Markets, the Agency of Commerce and Community Development, 

the Vermont Department of Health among many others.  The Solid Waste Program has also organized the Vermont Organics 

Partnership to leverage resources, discuss and seek solutions to challenges with organics collection and management, and to 

collaborate to advance organics recovery and diversion within the state.  

Below is a link to the timeline of the phase-in dates for the Universal Recycling law which begin July 1, 2015 and culminate on 

July 1, 2020.  Or we could just hyperlink from “timeline”:  

http://www.anr.state.vt.us/dec/wastediv/solid/documents/act148timetable.pdf  
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