
From the Secretary’s Desk: Each Of Us Matter When It Comes To 
Environmental Stewardship 
 
“All great change in America begins at the dinner table.” – Ronald Reagan 
 
Every couple of months ANR staff come together for a breakfast, brown 

bag lunch or afternoon coffee to share information about work going on 

within the agency, or to hear from an outside speaker. This past month we 

had the great pleasure of hearing from former reporter, naturalist and 

educator Brian Pfeiffer. Bryan’s topic was, “Talking So That People Will Listen: Communicating About 

Science And The Environment.” He started off by stating the challenge bluntly. “You have to face it – 

they [the press and the public] just don’t care about [environmental] issues.” Okay, they might care, 

personally – but his point was that, absent controversy, reporters and the public at large rarely see 

the work we do as being newsworthy. 

 

I have experienced this first hand. When I am approached by people at the farmer’s market or a 

public event, they generally have only a vague notion of what goes on at the Agency of Natural 

Resources. They may recall the latest controversy, but have no idea of the vast array of important 

work we do – from collecting data to help us develop and then implement strategies to protect 

pristine waters and clean up our polluted waterways – to working with landowners to help them 

make good decisions as they manage their woodlots, prevent unwanted human-wildlife interactions, 

or manage their stormwater – to getting more Vermonters out of doors to hunt, fish, visit our parks or 

go mountain biking (amongst other recreational activities) – or to assist local officials to ensure that 

Vermonters have clean water to drink, working wastewater facilities and safe places to drop off 

hazardous waste. And this long list is just a small sample of our work! 

 

The problem with the status quo, is that in order to achieve our goal – to safeguard our future 

prosperity by keeping Vermont a great place to live, work and raise a family – more than just our ANR 

scientists need to understand how our activities contribute to the problem. We need an educated 

and engaged public. In order to turn the tide on water quality issues in Lake Champlain, everyone 

needs to understand what is causing the problems so that they can make decisions that reduce their 

impact. Families, businesses and local leaders need to understand the risks we face from extreme 

weather events and other natural disasters so they can make good personal decisions, and support 

state and local actions meant to protect our communities from these and other impacts of climate 

change. We will not succeed in meeting our important goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 

and implement universal recycling, unless all Vermonters understand the problem and how they can 

participate in meeting these goals.  



 

As the Secretary of ANR I know that we cannot accomplish our mission alone. Educating ANR staff 

about the importance of effectively communicating about the work we do is only one part of the 

equation. To move forward on the tough issues facing our state we must have an engaged and 

educated public. We need a press corps that is willing to get educated themselves so that they can 

provide in-depth coverage about environmental issues that matter in Vermonters’ lives. And we 

need to find better ways to take advantage of the internet, finding new ways to reach Vermonters so 

they can make informed decisions. Ultimately, our environment and natural resources are our shared 

inheritance. They are also our shared responsibility. 


