
The memo below was written by Carol Huffert, a choir parent, in response to a caroling project the choir 
will undertake in December 2014, visiting nursing homes and people who are homebound. 
  
Hi Jon - My daughter, Katie Huffert will be joining Chambers this year. She is very excited to be part of 
your wonderful group. I wanted to take a minute to thank you in advance for your upcoming caroling 
project. I personally witnessed how carolers singing for a person at their home can make an incredible 
difference. Almost 27 years ago my Mom was at home with terminal cancer and in tremendous pain. It 
was December and we all knew it would probably be her last Christmas. I was at the shopping mall going 
through the motions of Christmas shopping when I saw some carolers dressed in Charles Dickens attire 
performing for the shoppers. After the quartet performed, I asked them if they would be willing to come to 
my parent's home and sing a few songs for my mom who was terminal. I offered to pay them.  They 
arranged to come to my parents’ home the next day. They arrived in their traditional caroling attire and to 
my mom's great surprise sang several beautiful Christmas carols right there in her bedroom. She was 
thrilled! I will always remember how much her face lit up and how happy she looked having a short 
reprieve from the debilitating pain of her last dying days. For a few minutes she could immerse herself in 
the spirit of Christmas and feel like a regular person. I still think back fondly on that experience and am 
forever grateful to the carolers. It meant the world that we could provide my mom with a few minutes of 
joy during the holidays. When I offered to pay the carolers they declined.  To this day I wish I knew who 
they were and could thank them again. So, my lengthy email is to thank you for bringing joy to another 
person and family who is going through a very difficult time. My mom passed away a few months later, 
but I was always comforted knowing we had given her a special gift her last Christmas! Thank you for 
bringing the gift of music to those who need it most! Carol Huffert 

 


