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CALL TO ORDER  

 

• Ms. Evans called the meeting to order at 12:12pm.  

 

• Approval of Minutes 

Brian Domingos moved to approve the March 12th meeting minutes. The motion was seconded 

by Lorraine Salazar. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

1. Supervisor Henry R. Perea – San Joaquin Joint Powers Authority 

Supervisor Henry Perea briefed the GAC on the San Joaquin Joint Powers Authority (SJJPA). It’s a 

group of ten different organizations, including the Fresno County Council of Governments (COG), 

which Perea chairs. The agency was formed in 2013 after the passage of AB 1779. The goal of 

the Authority is to improve rail transportation between the San Joaquin Valley, the Bay Area and 

Sacramento. The Authority oversees 365 miles of rail line and it represents the fifth busiest rail 

corridor in the nation, serving 1.2 million passengers each year. Goals of the SJJPA are to obtain 

more funding from the state, add more lines of service, buy new trains, and work with High 

Speed Rail when its built. The Authority uses Amtrak as its operator, but is looking into future 



partnerships with other operators. It seeks to make the train-riding experience as pleasant as 

possible and grow ridership in the area.  

 

2. City Councilman Sal Quintero – Thank You 

Councilman San Quintero addressed the council to say thank you for fostering a good working 

relationship, even though his views don’t always align with those of the Chamber. He passed 

around pan dulce. Quintero is running unopposed for his fourth four-year term on city council. 

He’s looking forward to working with the Chamber in the future. He also mentioned that his 

office is working on building a park on 49 acres of land in Southeast Fresno. The property on 

Peach Ave. was purchased for $1 under the Alan Autry administration as an ag experiment. 

Quintero hopes to turn it into a regional park and destination area with a focus on agriculture 

education. His vision includes growing crops that could be sold to Fresno Unified School District. 

Finally, Quintero spoke about his ideas for the Fulton Mall project. He’d like little districts or 

town squares to be developed with different themes, similar to Santana Row.  

 

• Roll call: Staff of elected representatives in attendance gave updates on pending legislation. Ian 

Lemay of Congressman Costa’s office said a water bill is still in flux. Efforts are ongoing to get as 

much water as legally possible out of the Delta during this drought crisis, but so far a Senate bill 

has not been agreed upon. 

 

Erica Cabrera of Assemblyman Henry Perea’s office thanked the Chamber for its support of AB 

2686.  

 

Shannon Major of Assemblyman Tom Berryhill’s office announced that GAC member Larry 

Fortune’s company, Fortune Associates, has been nominated for the 14th Assembly District’s 

Small Business of the Year and will be recognized in Sacramento.  

 

Jane Metcalf of Assemblyman Jim Patterson’s office thanked the Chamber for its support of AB 

1827, however it did not pass.  

 

Nathan Alonzo of State Senator Andy Vidak’s office said a hearing for SB 927 is scheduled on  

April 22nd.  

 

3. Consent Calendar 

 a. AB 1671 (Frazier) Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta: water conveyance system - oppose 

 b. SB 1381 (Evans) Food labeling: genetically engineered food - oppose 

 c. SB 1017 (Evans) Taxation: oil severance tax law - oppose 

 d. AB 1764 (Olsen) School Curriculum: mathematics and computer science - support 

 e. SB 1200 (Padilla) Public Postsecondary Education: academic standards - support 

 f. HR 29 (Gomez) Outsourcing Public Services - oppose 

 g. AB 2712 (Daly) Hazardous Materials – Orange County Water District - support 

 h. AB 1827 (Patterson) Cure Periods for Small Businesses - support 

 i. AB 1758 (Patterson) Professional Licenses – renewal/expiration dates - support 

 j. AB 2428 (Patterson) “First 5 Years” – Business Tax Exemption - support 

 k. AB 2164 (Patterson) California Career Advancement Tax Credit - support 

 l. AB 2519 (Patterson) Tax Credit for Vocational Education - support 

 m. AB 2165 (Patterson) Department of Consumer Affairs – Licensing - support 

 n. AB 2030 (Campos) Employees – time off - oppose 



 

Mr. Jacobsen moved to approve the consent calendar and Mr. Ewell seconded the motion. The 

motion passed unanimously.  

  

4.  Legislative Report  

a. John Taylor – Coalition for Medi-Cal Funding & Accountability 

Chamber GAC member John Taylor of Community Medical Centers presented this measure 

which will be on the 2014 ballot. It would extend a Chamber-supported bill that passed in 

California in 2013 with an unprecedented zero negative votes. The law allows hospitals to pay a 

fee in order to get federal funds on Medi-Cal claims. From 2013-16, it’s estimated that $10 

billion in federal funds will be tapped. As federal money helps pay for costs associated with 

providing care, the premiums of privately insured patients goes down. The November measure 

would make this law permanent, as long as federal funds exist. The Affordable Care Act may 

ultimately deplete the pot. Mr. Taylor also said the Medi-Cal Funding & Accountability is helpful 

to both large and small hospitals that treat Medi-Cal patients because they really need to make 

up the costs of care.   

 

Ms. Salazar made a motion to support the Medi-Cal Funding & Accountability Act and Mr. Hall 

seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

Meeting was adjourned at 1:02pm.   

 

 

 

 


