
Petition to Congress 
with a sample of personal comments from real horse people

The GAO report on "HORSE WELFARE Action Needed to Address Unintended Consequences 
from Cessation of Domestic Slaughter" starkly documents the decline in horse welfare, and the 
economic decline of the horse industry due to the inappropriate federal intervention that closed the 
humane and regulated horse slaughter plants in the United States.

Because of this the GAO strongly suggests that Congress may want to reconsider the annual riders 
attached to the Agriculture Appropriations bill that prevents USDA inspection of horses. Alternatively 
they suggest that the other option for Congress is a complete and total ban on horse processing or 
transportation of horses for processing.

As pointed out by the GAO, and as testified to by practically every horse industry and agriculture 
organization in the Nation, bills such as S. 1176 and H.R. 2296 that seek to eliminate any possibility of 
humanely processing horses offer zero solutions and will only exacerbate the suffering of horses, 
increase the number of needless and wasteful deaths, cause more abandonment, neglect, pain, and 
misery, and continue the destruction of an entire sector of U.S. agriculture.

Therefore, as U.S. horse industry members, supporters, and concerned citizens we call on 
Congress to take proactive measures to stop the needless suffering of horses and people by: 

• removing the annual riders from the Ag Appropriations bill that prevent USDA 
inspection on a voluntary fee basis (the processor pays for the inspection) which does 
not cost the taxpayer a dime, allows for the overnight creation of hundreds of private 
sector jobs, and allows the entire horse industry to begin to regain economic value, 
viability and vitality; and

• oppose any and all measures that use the heavy hand of federal intervention such as S. 
1176 and H.R. 2296 that do absolutely nothing to improve the welfare of horses, and 
only result in increased suffering.

For more information, or to get in contact with professional and knowledgeable horsemen and women 
please go to the website at http://United-Horsemen.org.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

[The following are samples of thousands of comments that were included with the above petition in 
letters and emails to the signers’ congressional delegations.]

Dr Sam C. from Augusta, NJ:
We, as a nation, should not forget that there are 24,000 people a day dying of starvation on this planet, and that 
they should come first. 

Dr. Karen B from New Paltz, NY : Death by starvation and neglect is one of nature’s cruelest deaths. Restoring 
a regulated equine processing industry not only recycles the valuable by-products but prevents cruel death by 

http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-11-228?source=ra
http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-11-228?source=ra
http://united-horsemen.org/


neglect.

Debra L from Nampa, ID:  As a former FSIS Veterinary Medical Officer with first-hand experience in an 
equine slaughter facility, I am confident that horse slaughter in the US will be conducted humanely. Humane 
slaughter is a much more desirable end for horses that would otherwise be starved and neglected by people who 
do not have the means or the inclination to take care of these animals.

Leea A. from Weatherford, TX: As an equine veterinarian, I support the petition in order to improve the quality 
of life and humane death for the US horse population.

Jodie P. from Audubon, IA: I am a veterinarian and have seen a huge increase in the number of neglected and 
abused horses since the slaughter ban was invoked. Horses are cheap, so everyone thinks they should have one 
whether they can care for it or not.

Lynn R. from Bella Vista, AR:  I run a non profit horse rescue and have seen the effects of closing the slaughter 
houses personally. Before they closed I was all in favor of closing them, Now, after seeing the starving, 
abandoned and neglected numbers rise alarmingly, I agree that this is a necessary process not only for the horse 
industry but also for the well being of the equine population.

Brian W. from Scotts Hill, TN: I work as a county extension agent. The horse abuse calls have increased 10 
fold since the closing. They have no place to go with them & they just die from malnutrition, disease, or old age.

Sarah P. from Fair Grove, MO:  As an equine veterinarian, I have seen first hand the suffering closing the 
slaughter houses has caused. There are much worse fates than a humane death, and the slaughter houses in the 
US were humane. We desperately need them up and running again.

Dr. John R. from Wheatland, WY:  the sooner the better

Cheri W. from Sulphur, OK :We have seen first hand the thin, neglected, starving and dying horses that have 
resulted from their loss of value after the local processing plants were closed. To stop the hauling of unwanted 
horses will just result in thousands more being starved and neglected. It is also having a devastating effect on 
those that raise and train all horses. There is not ONE good thing that has come from these actions and further 
restricting horse sales and movement will finish off the domestic saddle horse business and market. It is a shame 
that a few misinformed individuals that have never derived one penny of their income from raising, training and 
caring for horses can put all of the hard working, kind hearted horse ranchers out of business.

G. Wes C. from Mound City, KS:
Horse are an important part of our lives, but there needs to be a way of eliminating the unwanted and unusable 
horse that exist. If there are people who desire to consume horse meat for food and many cultures do, then why 
should the government ban the slaughter of equine. The market will determine whether it is feasible to keep a 
plant open or not.

Theresa M. from Hamilton, MT:
I started a non profit rescue in 2008 due to "the writing on the wall" concerning horses. I've successfully 
rehomed 87 horses, but I have run out of qualified adoptive homes for horses. WE CAN NOT GIVE THEM 
AWAY. Humane Harvesting is a reasonable solution. All the animal rights sector has done has been to create a 
lose/lose for horses and the horse industry. PLEASE....take action to restore the horse industry and horse welfare.

Christa W. from Stevensville, MT:
We own a horse ranch. We have had NUMEROUS trailers pull in the driveway full of horses with owners asking 
us to take them. I have seen sick, skinny, starving animals with untreated injuries. Something needs to be done.



Debra J. from Fairbury, NE:
The unintended consequences of prohibiting the slaughter of horses has been profound. I have seen more thin 
and poor horses than I have ever seen in my life and most of them live at a horse RESCUE!!!

Rebecca W. from Hogansville, GA:
I am a horse lover, a horse owner, a horse trainer and I say REOPEN U.S. SLAUGHTER HOUSES. They are 
animals. Just because Americans don't eat horse meat doesn't mean that other cultures are wrong for doing so. 
We are in a world plagued with hunger and poverty. Horse meat is a natural food source. No one is taking our 
beef away. Why should we interrupt the processing of horse meat to other countries? We shouldn't.

Kim S. from Centrahoma, OK:
We need to reverse the needless damage done by the "do-gooders" who prompted the banning of horse 
processing in the US. The consequences of this act have been far-reaching, not only to the horses themselves, but 
to every industry and worker involved in any faction of horse care and health. Trailer manufacturers, farriers, 
veterinarians, saddle makers, feed dealers,... the list can go on and on of the jobs lost and industries impacted by 
this thoughtless act. There are thousands of starved and neglected horses now, having no monetary value, being 
turned out to fend for themselves, in lieu of an owner spending money to feed or care for them. It is far more 
humane to have them mercifully killed and utilized than to die a slow and agonizing death from starvation or 
thirst. We must reverse this damage done. Please help us responsible horse owners!

Les L Z. from Ogallala, NE:  I have personally investigated over 100 cases in the last 2 years on lack of care 
for these animals. The owners no longer can afford the cost of keeping and caring for them. If processing plants 
were in operation at this time it would decrease or eliminate the number of horses that are being neglected and 
would create jobs at these plants.

Glenn C. from Sanger, TX: I have aided our county animal control in the seizure of over one hundred suffering 
horses due to the ban of horse processing . I serve as an expert witness for them in cases they prosecute. Never 
had to do this when there was legal processing plants open.

Jody W. from Middleburg, PA:
We run a livestock auction in central PA,overnight someone dropped a horse into the sale barn, so very very 
emaciated, when we arrived at the sale barn the horse was stretched out and unable to get up, we had to put the 
horse down,This is not the first time this has happened to us,and I know we are not the only salebarns having this 
happen at, it is happening all across the country, people have no outlet for there horses, and in this economy most 
people with good intent, just can't afford to feed them, and with no outlet for these animals,they stand, and starve 
to death!!! Normal people who at one time could afford to care for these animals, no longer can, with the loss of 
the inspectors at the slaughter plants, they can no longer run, so the value of the horse has no bottom!!!! The cost 
to put down your own horse, with vet call, rendering service in our area you are looking at a 500 to 600 dollar 
bill, no one can afford it, so they not knowing what to do, just don't do anything and the animal suffers a very 
long and hard death!!!

So Congressmen here is the senario, we as a livestock auction holding a horse sale are not allowed by the 
Humane Society to sell a horse that is under a score of 3 according to the chart, most of the horses coming to the 
sale anymore don't even come close to the 3 they are mostly 2s and under, so it is our duty according to the 
Humane Society, to either refuse to sell these horses, hence they go back to where they came from, (and continue 
not to get fed and taken care of.) or we are allowed to take the horse from the owner and call the Humane 
Society to come and take the horse, but the Humane Society is so so so very very overloaded with horses that 
they are no longer excepting them, So now what are we supposed to do with them????????? With no slaughter 
houses in the US, this means that the horses that are well enough to be shipped, are now being transported out of 
the country to be slaughtered, meaning that they are standing on trailers not for hours but for days at a time in 
order to get to there destination, no food, no water yes we know there are laws that state they have to be rested 
and fed and watered every so many hours, but you know as well as I do, not many of the drivers abide by the 
laws, How Humane is that!!! Also with the cost of transporting these animals out of the country, the cost of 



doing that is so expensive, that is driving the value of these animals down even further, we on an average sell 
around 200 to 250 horses a month 3 years ago the average price of the sale per animal was 900 to 1200 dollars 
per horse now we just had a sale a week ago with the average of selling 176 horses to be 35 dollars per horse, u 
do the math!!!!! This bill has hurt not only the animals but every aspect of the horse industry!!!! So please allow 
the processing plants to put the inspectors back to work, it won't be costing you a penny, it will put the horse 
indu

Karen T. from Nixa, MO: I hauled horses for a horse slaughter plant in Texas for years. From the moment our 
company buyers bought them, to being hauled, to the care at the plant, these horses had never had better care. A 
vet and inspector on site at all times. Bring these jobs back. Bring back the humane slaughter of these horses that 
are left to fend for themselves from owners that don't want them and don't care for them. The notion that good 
horses went to slaughter is ridiculous. Our buyers were all horsemen. A "good" horse would be kept, worked 
with and sold at a premium to another horseman. There must be a place for these unwanted, crippled, mistreated 
animals to go. With regulation put back into place as should be, this is a thriving and much needed business.

Linda K. from Stevensville, MT:  As a veterinarian I have personally witnessed the suffering of horses AND 
livestock that were supposedly being saved from slaughter, only to suffer more and have to be euthanized or "re-
rescued".

Darold H. from Saint Paul, MN:
Please restore my right to choose, my personal property right to chose how to sell my property.

Vickie B. from Hurley, MS writes:
I have been a professional in the horse industry for over 30 years. I have lived and done business in bothe Texas, 
Mississippi and Alabama.Since the closing of the US equine slaughter program, the number of unwanted, unfed 
and uncared for horses has drastically grown. The overall quality of local available horses has been significantly 
lowered and things will continue to get worse as time goes by. Visit with cattlemen to see how there market and 
businesses would be if we shut down bovine slaughter.....it's absurd that some "animal rights" folks can have 
such an impact on a situation they no nothing about. They just have enough money to bark louder than folks 
really in the horse business.

Cheryl H. from Byram, MS:
I am seeing far more equine suffering now than ever before in my lifetime. Starving horses, neglected horses, 
horses being dumped like dogs, and horses sent to 3rd world Mexican slaughter houses. We need humane, cost 
effective, LOCAL disposal options that are environmentally sound and make use of the resource. The suffering 
caused by the current situation is both senseless and sad.

Theckla T. from Livonia, MO:
We have been in the horse business for 30 yrs. Our horses are just as much a part of our working operation as our 
farm help, and treated as well as our help. It makes me sick to see all the starving and neglected horses out there. 
You can't go to a sale and leave your trailer unlocked or there will be a horse that you didn't bring to the sale 
loaded in your trailer. We can't afford any more of the costly H$U$ ideas!! Nothing was thought through in this 
bill!! Open up the slaughter market and it will benefit horses and the economy!! There is no "horse market" now.

Jim F. from Shelbina, MO:
Do you know how many starving horses our veterinary practice sees each year since the end of horse slaughter? 
Is this your common sense approach to humane treatment? Rescues are full and with the drought hay prices will 
sky rocket along with grain that is already high. People are dumping horses in rural areas in parks and along 
highways. This has to stop.

J K. from Belton, SC:
There are situations worse than death. 



Daphne S. from Palmer, AK:
Since the legislature that prevents horses being bought by meat packers, i have personally seen multiple horses 
starve and be abandoned. Esp those that are sick or injured. When packers were authorized to purchase unwanted 
horses at least the meat was utilized to feed animals, make glue and serve many other uses. Now, horses are 
turned loose on the desert to starve to death or left sick and malnourished in pastures because the owners can not 
afford feed and vet care. Please re-enact the ability for the meat packers to again be able to purchase and 
transport horses. I love and own horses along with many other pets, but I also believe that it is more humane to 
allow mean, ill tempered and/or sick horses to be used for other purposes. The legislature that was is similar to 
stating that cows should not be killed for meat because it is cruel. it just doesn't pass the common sense rule. 
Again, legislature is allowing those with money and limited knowledge of the industry to make legislation for 
those that work in the field.

Jamie D. from Clatonia, NE:
Banning slaughter of horses has pulled the rug out from under the horse industry by eliminating a base cost for 
horses, based on their slaughter value, and then their value went up from there. Now, a horse's value starts at 
$0... where many stay, and then starve to death. Just because slaughter is an option, does not mean that that is 
where every horse will end up. Personally, I would not choose to send my horse of 14 years, and going, to 'kill'... 
he will be put down and buried if possible. I have sent horses that did not work out for me to a sale barn, where 
they most likely went to 'kill'. It's all about the freedom to have that choice.

Denis K. from Duke, MO:
Better slaughter than starvation!

Kimberly A. P. from Cole Camp, MO:
The cost of grain and hay is going up everyday. Good people can't afford to feed their horse(s) and have no 
where to take them. Can't give them away, there are no auctions to take them to. The Horse Slaughter market is a 
necessary check and balance to the horse industry. We need open, humane horse slaughter facilties back now!

John M. from Purcellville, VA:
Please restore the equine rendering plants so that unwanted, unfit, crazy, and unsafe horses can resume a 
productive place in our society. The productive animals, their owners, producers, and trainers have suffered long 
enough from the emotionally-based decisions of the political winds--it is time to apply some common sense 
here. 

Jessica S. from Bryan, TX:
In hard economic times such as these why would our government seek to prevent jobs and cause harm to an 
industry? Regulation is needed, and so is this part of the industry!

Roni S. from La Salle, CO:
Those who want the ban to stay, should be identified and thereon held wholly responsible for horse's board, 
room, medical and subsequent euthanization and disposal!

Kenneth L. from Lakewood, WA:
I ask you to oppose S. 1176 and others like it. Horses are livestock and not pets. They are they same as cattle, 
sheep, fowl.  Since the closure of the horse processing plants, the value of horses, in general, as dropped 
dramatically. 
The horses rescues have been overwhelmed and are unable to accept any more horses and animal welfare 
groups, i.e. PETA, HUSA, etc. have not nor have they ever attempted to help provide for the horses they have 
become neglected or unuseable because of the closure of the processing plants.

Chase T. from Springfield, CO:



I would like to ask you to oppose S1176. 
Horses are livestock not pets. By ending horse processing plants in the US it has taken the "floor" price away 
and now we have horses going through the sale barns an selling for $1 to $100 each. The horse is far worse off 
now than when we had processing plants here in the states.

Daphne V. from Lincoln, CA:
We are dangerously close to having to open animal shelters for unwanted horses. They are being abused and 
neglected because people can't afford to care for them. There is an easy economical answer to this problem. 
Simply re-open slaughter houses and it will add valuable jobs to the economy as well as out an end to the 
suffering of countless horses. Please don't let a viable industry keep spiraling towards a huge financial drain on 
our economy. We need to use our minds and not our emotions. Thank you!

Gene G. from Shedd, OR:
Once again, Congress has interfered in an industry they know nothing about. This interference has caused 
countless horses to starve, or be turned loose to fend for themselves. Many "wild horses" are found wearing 
shoes!!!

CJ O. from Oakwood, IL:
I have lost thousands of dollars for the last 3 years in the equine business.The tragedy of all of this is the support 
industries, truck, trailersfeed, supplies, and all the products that are required for the eequine industry is going 
down.....that is JOBS!!!! Horse processing and horse meat is a good product and who's to say if it were offerred 
in Wal Mart how it woould sell! I bet in areas it would flyu out of the meat case!!!

Mary E. from Crane, MO:
This ban has created more harm than good. People passing these bills need to know what they're passing instead 
of just listening to the Humane Society, etc. Please listen to these emails from people in the know.

Barry C. from Post Falls, ID:
It really is time to
1) removing the annual riders from the Ag Appropriations bill that prevent USDA inspection on a voluntary fee 
basis (the processor pays for the inspection) which does not cost the taxpayer a dime, allows for the overnight 
creation of hundreds of private sector jobs, and allows the entire horse industry to begin to regain economic 
value, viability and vitality; and 2) oppose any and all measures that use the heavy hand of federal intervention 
such as S. 1176 that do absolutely nothing to improve the welfare of horses, and only result in increased 
suffering.

Wendy  M.   from Conewango Valley, NY:  It is more humane to have them put down in a responsible way 
than to let them starve to death. People do not have a way to get rid of the old,lame horses that no longer have a 
productive life. I would rather see them put to death humanely than to suffer due to the lack of care and being 
unwanted so someone mistreats them turning them loose to fend for themselves.

Mary B. from Melba, ID:  I love horses, but have seen the effects and virtual standstill of the horse industry. 
There are no sales, old crippled horses are given away, starved, and or actually dropped off on public land to 
suffer.

Someone from Norco, CA:  Preventing horse slaughter has CAUSED so much suffering for horses! What are 
people supposed to do when they can't feed their kids and can't sell their horses?

Nick N. from Pendleton, OR:  The banning of horse processing has created more harm to horses than it 
prevented. Horses are now turned loose and abandoned because of low prices and high feed costs.

Dorothy B from Columbia, SC:  Some horses are not suitable for people to own. What happens to the sick, 



lame, old, unruly, dangerous or untamed? I can tell you they sell cheap, usually at auction, to some unsuspecting, 
uneducated owners who take them home to the family where they become neglected because of their condition. 
The owners give up on the horses and have no way to get rid of them except at a horse auction where the circle 
continues. Wouldn't it be much better to slaughter these horses and take them out of circulation?

Madeline M. from Cove, OR: The worst thing for anyone that has been around animals for any period of time 
is to watch animals suffer, why is this country not opening horse slaughter plants up, putting people back to work 
and ensuring that these animals are not suffering any more.

Shawnee S. from Koshkonong, MO: I go to many horse auctions a month and its pretty bad when horses are 
being sold for $40, enabling every tom, dick, and harry to buy one then putting them in a yard somewhere and 
starving them to death! Eating horse is no different the pork, beef, or chicken! And yes horse might have helped 
settle the west but so did cattle! There was many many MANY teams of oxen that pulled wagons west!!

Joshua C. from Silt, CO: Lets stop wasting a precious supply of protien that could be used to feed a hungry 
world.  Put Americans to work in a healthy and humane industry.

Peggy L. from Marysville, CA:  As a long time horse owner and small breeder, I have had my share of horses 
needing to be put down by euthanasia. No matter what anybody tries to say, it is no more humane. The horse dies 
of a heart attack...not before showing signs of panic, generally rearing up and falling before death. It is not a 
pretty sight.

Betsy M. from Ely, NV: I strongly support restoring the health of the horse industry by reinstituting the abilty to 
have humane horse processing facilities in the United States. If I need to dispose of a horse I would rather send 
them to an inspected facility in the U.S. than put them on a truck for a very long trip to Mexico or Canada.

Kathryn S. from New Bern, NC: Eliminating the humane slaughter of horses here in the USA only encourages 
blackmarket butchering as they now have in Florida for the Cuban population, as well as putting at risk the very 
well being of those horses you are purporting to 'save' when they get shipped to Mexico. There is nothing wrong 
with horse meat, any more than there is with beef, chicken or pork for which we do regulate humane 
slaughtering practices.

John S. from Gore, OK: There are horses being turn loose on the private lands close to me now because no one 
can afford to feed them .

Doug R. from Parker, SD:  The closing of the processing plants in the US caused the base price of horses to 
drop drasticly. The glut of low priced horses to the market has hurt our horse business and driven us to near 
bankruptcy.

Bonita W. from Okmulgee, OK:  The horse situation has destroyed our way of life.....

Someone from Brighton, CO:  Our markets are currently decimated.  Ref: GAO Study and Current market 
conditions.

Neal B. from Bryan, OH: The U.S. slaughter ban causes horses to be sent to Mexico and Canada for slaughter. 
This causes needless extra stress on the animals from extra shipping distance and results in slaughter in 
circumstances beyond US humane regulation. It also causes a loss of possible US jobs, loss of a source of 
wholesome meat for US consumption, and a hardship for US horseowners who lose the salvage value of their 
animals. I have seen the suffering first hand of the animals for which there is no economical salvage outlet.

Callie T. from Waxahachie, TX: Horses are being turned loose in Texas by desparate owners that can no longer 
afford to feed them due to economy and drought and sky-rocketing hay prices. I have seen not one but three 



cases of this with 2 of the 3 horses being struck by cars on the road...all because horse owners have no options 
left when absolutely no one wants their unusable horses. So why not have them euthanized you ask? The cost is 
high, and the disposal even higher. If they could afford that they could afford to feed them.

Robert M. from Philip, SD:  Please re-open public horse slaughter facilities in the US! There are too many 
unwanted, sick, injured and unusable horses that are being neglected, abused or abandoned to fend for 
themselves. There needs to be a humane way of ending the lives of these horses within our own country where 
the travel and slaughter is regulated.

Laura G. from Cambridge, ID:
The lives of people who depend on the horse industry to survive should not be ruled by the animal "rights" 
activists from the city who have no clue about real life. Please consider people who depend on this industry for a 
living, not just the people who want to save all the pretty ponies. Thank you.

Sandy S. from Lampasas, TX:
It has to happen now. Horses are livestock and its our choice as owners to decide what to do with our horses.

Rahn G. from Blue Earth, MN:
As an owner of horses and a publishing business invested in the horse industry, I have seen a continual decline in 
the viability of the industry and witness countless cases of increased horse abandonment and suffering. 

Only in the USA would there be an organized group of people that would think and then mandate that it is better 
to destroy an animal and waste its nutritional and economic value than to properly utilize its resources.

Not to mention that it has destroyed any salvage value for the animals and flushed billions of dollars of net worth 
down the toilet for thousands of American citizens and business owners.

Betsy M. from Ely, NV:
As a resident of rural Nevada and a horse owner I have seen the damage done by the lack of processing facilities 
in the U.S. My employees have seen and found numerous domestic horses that have been dumped on Nevada's 
public lands because their owners can no longer aford them and/or can't sell them.

Max H. from Doss, TX:
The lack of FDA approved horse slaughter facilities in the US has resulted in the neglect and abuse of horses. 
This neglect and abuse is evident in the number of horses turned out on public and private lands and has caused 
an extreme burden on public entities, required by law, to gather, care and dispose of stray horses. Horse slaughter 
plants were closed based only on emotion and not on common sense nor the welfare of horses!

Janice S. from Ashland, MO:
Having been in the horse industry for over 50 years, I have never seen the market so terrible and so many skinny 
horses. It is all directly tied in to a lack of an equine market/slaughter to set a base margin for the price of horses. 
This industry needs horse slaughter.

Cindy C. from Marana, AZ:
Unwanted horses are turning up abandoned and starving across Arizona. Humane slaughter is the best alternative 
and provides a safe way to dispose of a carcass. There is a market overseas for horse meat and Americans have 
no moral right to impose on other societies and cultures by reducing their access to safe food that is slaughtered 
humanely. A humane death in a slaughterhouse is better than starvation any day.

Russell D. from Lexington, IL:
Please restore our rights as livestock producers to market our animals according to our own decision making 
process so it is not determined by politicians not farmiliar with our industry.



Shelia S. from Wright City, MO:
The closing of the US slaughter houses is a failed experiment that has led to horses suffering and financial ruin 
for an agricultural industry.

Someone from Gettysburg, SD:
Veterinarians say the captive bolt is as humane or more humane than a lethal injection. Let's end the suffering 
now.

These are 1000 lb animals, livestock, not pets. There needs to be a system in place to harvest them. The closing 
of the harvesting plants (you called them slaughter plants) is killing the horse business and causing a 
painful,slow death for old, crippled or otherwise unuseable horses. We don't do this to our pets, why is it 
acceptable to let these horses suffer like this?

Robina R. from Boyce, VA:
Well-meaning but misplaced good intentions are creating massive suffering for our horses, not helping them.

Josie R. from Choctaw, OK:
There are just too many horses, not enough hay in the central part of the US, and grain prices are only rising. 6 
months ago I comfortably fed 4 horses. Now it is as if I am feeding 10. The cost is almost too much to bear. I 
own a show filly that would normally sell for over 2000, but with the flood of unwanted/unuseful/dangerous 
horses she is only worth about 100. I cant give her away, or sell her cheap for fear that the next person will be 
unable to feed her as well. I know of 10 different pastures that contain horses that are in need of care, they are 
nothing but skin and bones, if the slaughter houses were open, it would end their suffering and compensate the 
owner, and put a hardworking american to work. Horses are livestock. They have many uses, when the slaughter 
houses were closed it shattered towns and homes. Lets rebuild parts of America that were destroyed and get rid 
of the overflow of hroses at the same time.

Carol R. from Billings, MT:
Supervised slaughter under our country's watchful eye is so much more humane than sending them to other 
countries where we have no control. Please...do this for our horses to insure they are treated humanely.

Judy T. from Walsh, CO:
Bringing back horse processing in the US would only help the floundering horse industry. Special intrest groups 
such as HSUS and PETA pushed to end the humane processing in the US and according to the GAO report has 
made matters worse for the horse and the horse industry. It has destroyed free market by eliminating the base 
price of the horse, and bringing a $114 Billion dollar a year equine industry to it's knees!

Lynn L. from Iowa Falls, IA:
The closing of the horse slaughter facilities has caused economic & emotional harm to humans and horses alike. 
We are sending all our money and horses to Canada & Mexico to be processed! All we're doing is inflating their 
economy and making the horses suffer more by having them shipped so far. For the sake of OUR economy, 
OUR livelyhood, OUR horses, bring humane slaughter back to the US!

Guy V. from Elko, NV:
If they outlaw transportation all unwanted horses should be hauled to the whitehouse lawn.

William D. from Munnsville, NY:
Prohibition of horse slaughter is not working to protect the welfare of this widely and deservedly esteemed 
animal. Reform is needed, not prohibition. Please help us who work as professionals in the horse industry 
provide the best environment where horses can be enjoyed while providing supportive partnerships between 
people and truly worthy horses. Horses are a diverse, global part of animal agriculture and, while to their credit 



they are very diverse and can safely adapt to many situations and uses; the principles of animal agriculture are 
not nearly as flexible, or forgiving. The consequences of isolating American horses from global animal 
agriculture, I believe, are clearly revealed in the GAO report. Thank you

Glenda P. from Robstown, TX:
Help us to stop mistreatment and abuse of unwanted horses. In this economy people can't even afford to have 
their horses euthanized. I had to have one put down and it cost 375 dollars. I had to wait untill I had it saved up. 
That's alot of money right now. That is more than my weekly paycheck. 

Bonita W. from Okmulgee, OK:
The horse industry has been decimated. We have quarter horses that are well taken care of, but we see horses that 
people are just letting starve due to the value and the high price of feed. Please re-establish the killer horse plants 
in the US so that the price will rise for the horse people, its a shame and disgrace to see all the starving horses 
across our land.

Someone from Ness City, KS:
And....what's wrong with the US having a product to export that other countries would actually pay for!

Farris T. from Oconee, GA:
Please allow farmers and ranchers to treat horses as livestock. Not all of them are pets! We have a market for all 
other livestock.

Ted R. from Rocky Ford, CO: In many parts of the world horse meat is consumed by humans on a regular 
basis. Indeed, even here in this country horse meat has provided many people with an inexpensive source of of 
red meat protien. While people around the globe, and once again. here in the United States as well are going 
without adequate supply of food, our congress passes laws forbodding the slaughter of horses. These laws were 
passed at the behest of a small minority of Americans who have little or no understanding of the horse industry.

Ann L. from Valier, MT: Statistics of unwanted horses do not include thousands of horses on Native American 
Indian Reservations. Unwanted horses are indeed victims of animal cruelty:horses are underfed in overgrazed 
and overpopulated areas; horses are pushed from place to place by land owners; injured horses are untreated; if 
injuries are fatal, animals can take days and weeks to die a slow,painful death.

Candace W. from Poolville, TX: GAO report gives facts that abuse/neglect cases have risen significantly since 
the closing of the plants. Equine welfare has deteriorated and I am tired of hearing about horses being abandoned 
and neglected!!!

MIchele T. from Napoleon, ND:  Without this outlet, many domesticated horses have been turned loose during 
the current economic recession by horse owners who can no longer afford to maintain and keep these animals, 
resulting in the horses roaming the countrysides for their feed needs.

Someone from Stella, MO: I own and love my horses but they are not companion animals- they are livestock- 
we may not consume their meat but others do.

R. J. W. from Ardmore, OK :  Please listen to the people that have a true stake in this issue and are 
knowledgeble in the true care of horses, not the reactionary animal rights organizations that do not have a true 
interest in the welfar of horses. There are many people in Europe that consume horse meat. There is a market and 
we have the supply.

Bill A. from Edmond, OK:  No farmer or rancher would dedicate thier life to an industry such as the equine 
industry if they didn't love the animals. However it is an industry and with that it is imperative to reopen the 
USDA inspected equine slaughter houses.



Alva M. from Mulberry Grove, IL:  It is time that the government wakes up to the fact that they have caused 
more suffering and mistreatment of horses than they have stopped. They have not stopped horse slaughter, they 
just moved it all to Mexico and Canada and cost the U.S. horse industry millions upon millions of dollars in 
doing so!!!

Cathy B. from Sutton, NE:  I strongly suggest that you remove that annual riders from the Ag. Approp. bill that 
prevents USDA inspection on a voluntary fee basis, which does not cost the taxpayer a dime, allows for the 
overnight creation of hundreds of private sector jobs, and allows the entire horse industry to begin to regain 
economic value, viability and titality. Also oppose any and all measures that do absolutely nothing to improve 
the welfare of horses and only results in increased suffering.

Laura G. from Faribault, MN:  Another example of so called "animal lovers", without a clue as to how the 
real world works, causing a hundred times more suffering. Where are these activists and special interest groups, 
now? Perfect example of the old saying, the road to hell is paved with good intentions.

Mary T. from Bridgewater, CT:  A terminal marketplace is a requirement for EVERY livestock industry. 
Horses are not companion animals that can live in a condo or home--they are 1000+ lb animals that are suffering 
unnecessarily because of the slaughter ban. 

charon c. from Toccoa, GA:
This has adversely affected my business and the businesses of thousands of my fellow horse-related business 
owners. In today's economy, we do not need restrictions to ruin an entire industry. Remember: Someone's rights 
end where the other guy's begin.

Harriet H. from Wardensville, WV:  Horses are being turned loose to starve. Slaughter needs to be reinstated.

Marcy W. from Gem, KS:  More and more horses are starving to death since the horse slaughter ban. Hay 
shortages this winter will make things much worse.

William M. from Kamiah, ID:  Prohibition never solved any problem it intended to, it actually creates other 
problems in the long run, and now needs be reversed and let the free market take hold.

Hermine S. from Perris, CA: Starving horses is not a kindness to them. Sometimes a merciful death is the only 
possible kindness one can offer.

Renee B. from Ludington, MI:  Let them continue to be useful, even after life is over.

Sandy S. from Genoa, IL:
It's about time common sense prevailed.

Barbara G. from Alpharetta, GA:
this problem has become a crisis


