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A number of events occurred at the end of last year that 

will lead to significant changes for the Las Cruces 

Museum System in 2014.  

In late October, Museum Administrator Will Ticknor, 

announced his resignation to take a managerial position 

in Santa Fe for the Department of Cultural Affairs.  

Ticknor leaves after leading the museums for nine years 

and overseeing the building of the new Museum of 

Nature & Science in 2012. 

In late November, Museum of Art Director Lisa Pugh 

gave notice of her resignation leaving that museum 

without a leader for the first time since 2005.  Pugh 

greatly enhanced the museum’s reputation with 

numerous national exhibits and wonderful regional  

art shows. 

With the departure of Ticknor, the museum 

administration office was closed and staff was disbursed 

throughout the museums.  Senior Curator of Exhibitions, 

Carey Crane was named acting Museum of Art Director 

and Branigan Cultural Center Director Rebecca 

Slaughter was named acting Museums Administrator. 

Future staff reorganizing is planned and announcements 

will be made in the next newsletter.  We wish Lisa and 

Will all the best in their future endeavors and thank 

them for their service to our museums. 

Changes Ahead for Las Cruces Museum 

System in 2014 

Studio assistant Brian Fallstead takes down the  

museums administration sign. 
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Museums Exhibit Department 
 J. Carey Crane, Senior Curator of Exhibits 

Closing out 2013, exhibit changes are completed through January. Though no major exhibit fabrication is 

presently under way, this is a busy planning period.  

The Museum of Art’s (MoA) exhibit Gustave Baumann: A Life’s Journey (February 1 – March 29th) will include 

many of the artist’s works on loan from the Albuquerque Museum of Art and History. This exhibit may require a 

custom-built interactive media station. The MoA/Exhibit’s Brian Fallstead is creating an accurate replica of one of 

Baumann’s celebrated marionettes that can be operated by our visitors. 

The Branigan Cultural Center is making February 2014 For the Love of Art Month by once again hosting the 

ArtForms Members Exhibit. The exhibit team assists the BCC and ArtForms in reviewing proposed entries for any 

potential installation challenges. Art placement also accommodates live performances. 

Doug Ricketts’ Prairie View Furniture and sculpture are featured in the BCC’s Richardson Gallery February, 2014. 

Ricketts is providing low-profile pedestals. Exhibits will help to lay out the pedestal “footprints” and determine the 

exhibit needs supplemental pedestals or mounts. 

Our roster of extra-installation projects for 2014 includes Wentscope microscope stations for the Museum of 

Nature & Science and installing track and rail-inspired way-finding floor graphics for the Railroad Museum. 

There will likely be a significant amount of change in 2014. Exhibits’ aim is to continue delivering high-quality, 

engaging exhibits to our visitors. To aid our team in this cause, we are delighted to be working with Julie Hansen 

of the BCC. Julie is the peerless master of scheduling and task tracking and a first-rate project manager. The 

indefatigable Brian Fallstead is now working several hours a week away from his primary duties at the MoA, 

knocking out myriad projects throughout City Museums. 2014, Let’s Go! 

Museum Collections  
Jennifer Robles, Senior Curator of Collections 
 

Collections would like to highlight the work of one of the Branigan Cultural 

Center’s part-time support staff, Lyndy Bush.  Lyndy has been working on 

processing a collection of Japanese artifacts in preparation for an upcoming 

exhibition.  The Branigan Cultural Center will exhibit a collection of Japanese 

material collected by late El Paso artist Julia Eastman.  Eastman lived and 

taught in Japan for more than 30 years, and retired to El Paso in 2005.  She 

brought from Japan a vast collection of art, furniture, ceramics, personal 

accessories, and more. Eastman passed away in 2006.  The Cultural Center is 

developing an exhibition to celebrate Eastman and her work, and to explore 

different themes of Japanese life as reflected through Eastman’s collection.  

For the last year, Lyndy has been working through this collection, 

categorizing the different types of objects and materials to get a greater 

understanding of the breadth of the collection and how we can present it to 

our visitors in a meaningful way.  

Lyndy shares her thoughts on the collection with us:  This collection is 

extraordinary. There are so many wonderful objects that have made the jaws 

drop of anyone who has been lucky enough to see them. The collection is vast 

and ranges from early ceramics, possibly from as early as the Jomon Period 

(10,500—400 BCE), to contemporary furniture and fine art. I am particularly 

drawn to many of the objects that highlight the cultural perceptions of beauty 

that differ from our own. I am excited about the exhibit because it will give the 

public an opportunity to see these objects as well.  
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Museum of Nature & Science 
Mike Walczak, Museum Director 
 
It is hard to believe that a whole year has passed.  It seems as if just yesterday we were putting the finishing 

touches on the building and preparing for the grand opening celebrations.  After almost five years of planning, 

the big day arrived, and we opened our doors and looked toward the future.  Looking back at everything, I am 

very proud of our accomplishments and curious to see where this takes us. 

With a new building came new challenges, and it took some time to settle into our new home.   

This past year, we added one Co-Op student position and four work-study student positions from NMSU to our 

operations here at MoNaS, bringing the total to three Co-Op students and seven work-study students.   These 

ten student positions allow us to offer the kind of high quality, family-friendly programing that you have come 

to expect from us.  Since the opening of MoNaS, we introduced several new programs—”Dinosaurs A to Z,” 

“Family Science Saturday,” and  “Planeteers”  and “Nature Kids” as part of our Pre-K Thursdays program—

while expanding several of our existing programs including “Arbor Day,” “Pi (π) Day,” and “Tombaugh Day.” 

Over the next year, visitors will notice several improvements and additions to the museum.  First, a replica 

Permian Period dig pit complete with a cast of a Dimetrodon skeleton is planned for next to the porch on the 

Water Street side of the building as the first in a series of outdoor exhibits.  This year should also see the 

unveiling of our energy dashboard interactive, allowing visitors to track energy usage here at MoNaS and the 

amount of energy produced by the large wind turbine and the photovoltaic panels on the roof.  Improvements to 

the lighting of the layer 21 track-way display are also under way, which will significantly improve the 

presentation of the exhibit. 

I do want to take a moment and say good-bye to one of our work-study students who is leaving us at the end of 

the semester.  Miss Sativa Cruz, who has been working in the Nature Center, is moving on to bigger and better 

things and we wish her all the best in her future endeavors.  But fear not, Sativa has filled out all of the 

necessary paperwork and is already on the schedule as a volunteer in January. 

On behalf of the staff here at the Museum of Nature & Science, have a wonderful New Year.  

Volunteer Anthony Bailey 

presenting Dinosaurs A to Z 
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Branigan Cultural Center 
Elisabeth Stone, Museum Educator 

We’re looking forward to a new year at the Branigan Cultural Center, 

with a wide-ranging roster of exhibits and educational programming. 

We will continue to provide exhibit and collections based lectures, 

workshops, and events. Along with our regular family craft workshops, 

weekly story time, film screenings, and “History Notes” and exhibit-

based lectures, we will be launching new programs in the spring that 

focus more closely on our collections and on specific objects and 

documents.  

Kids! Are you a frequent museum visitor? Join our new kids’ club, the 

“Museum Explorers.” Nearly every month, the Branigan Cultural 

Center, Museum of Art, Museum of Nature & Science, and Railroad 

Museum have something new to see.  Some months we even have 

several new exhibits.  When you come to the museums regularly, you 

can learn a lot about the history, cultures, and art of the Southwest and 

around the world!  In every exhibit, you will also find a guide to help you 

look carefully at certain sections. The “Museum Explorers” club tracks 

completion of these guides through a sign-in at the front desk. When you 

finish a guide, bring it to the desk for a sticker and check the month off 

on your Museum Explorer Log.  At the end of the year, students who 

have done something each month will receive a special prize. 

The program provides structure and incentive for kids to return to the 

museum regularly and explore new exhibits in depth.  By joining the 

Museum Explorers, children will gain a sense of engagement and connection 

with the museum that is directly linked to their experiences in our exhibits. Enrollment is open to kids ages  

4—12, and all of the City of Las Cruces Museums are part of this new club. 

The Branigan Cultural Center has also returned to monthly docent training and you are all invited! Why be a 

docent or attend docent training? By attending, you receive an in-depth look at the exhibits, educational 

programs, and other interesting topics.  We feature discussions with artists, history and context of the exhibit 

materials, and a chance to hone your art and artifact interpretation skill. These different presentations will 

enhance your own enjoyment of the works on display and increase your skill in facilitating others’ engagement 

with material culture.  Feel free to come, even if you aren’t interested in leading school groups on museum tours. 

The training can still benefit you and the museum. Becoming more familiar with temporary exhibits and the 

ongoing cultural and historical education at the Branigan will allow you to be an ambassador for the museum in 

new ways. With a strong understanding of how the museum meets its mission in service to Las Cruces residents 

and visitors alike, you will be prepared to help us bring the Branigan to new audiences and renew interest in the 

local community. We meet for only a couple hours a month, but each participant in docent training has the 

knowledge to let friends, acquaintances, colleagues, and neighbors know what the Branigan has of interest to 

them, right now and in the future.  

We have many things in store for 2014,  

and we are looking to you to make our 

programs a success. Our programs are  

all done to help our audience forge 

meaningful connections with the art, 

artifacts, cultures, and history of our local 

community and beyond. Why not make this 

year’s resolution one to get involved with 

something new at your local museums?  

   

Volunteer, Hannah Earle gives  

a tour. 

Volunteer Kelsey Perrigo preps the gallery 

for a new show. 
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Las Cruces Railroad Museum 

Garland Courts, Museum Director 
 

While the Las Cruces Railroad 

Museum looks forward to a new 

year, we first have to look back 

at a very successful ending to 

2013 with our increasingly 

popular “Holiday Open House” 

event in December.  This annual 

event, celebrating its ninth year, 

brought almost 3,000 visitors to 

the museum for an evening of 

music, trains, cookies, holiday 

cheer, and, of course, Santa.  In 

addition to our open house, we 

had special events throughout 
December, with ornament 

making, Christmas caroling, 

special tours of our holiday 

decorated depot, and three 

special-needs adult visits with Santa.  

These events made the museum a very 

busy place during the whole month 

and wouldn’t have been possible 

without the hundreds of hours 

put in by our wonderful 

volunteer corps to help us with 

everything. 

New exhibits planned for the year 

include a display panel 

describing the visit that former 

President Theodore Roosevelt 

made to the depot in 1911, a 

display of a large steam engine 

railroad whistle donated by the 

Mesilla Valley Model Railroad 

Club, and new vinyl floor signage 

leading visitors around the 

museum. 

On the caboose, we are awaiting 

estimates to come back on the 

cost for lead abatement. The caboose is coated with lead-based paint and needs to be abated  

before structural work can be done on it.  We have applied for grants to cover some of these 

costs and anxiously await word on grant funding. 

Upcoming events include a brown bag lecture on February 11 by Rick Hendricks, state 

historian speaking on agriculture in the Mesilla Valley, and on March 11 Joe Gill will speak on 

railroading in the Silver City area. Don’t forget our continuing monthly programs “Family 

Game Day,” on the second Saturday of every month from 10 am to noon, and “Story Time,” 
every third Saturday from 11—11:30 am.  The “Rail Readers Book Club” continues to hold 

meetings every third Wednesday of the month from 11 am to noon, and the popular “Dinosaur 

Train” program will continue during 2014.  

If you bought a new calendar for 2014 and would like to fill in some long-range dates not to be 

missed, be sure to include April 25—26 for our annual “Railroad Days” and December 5 for 

the “Holiday Open House” event. 

 

Many visitors gathered early to catch the first 

 glimpse of Santa arriving by BNSF train. 



 

Las Cruces Museum System 6 

  

Las Cruces Museum of Art 

February 1 – March 29 

  Gustave Baumann: A Life’s Journey 

On loan from the collection of the New Mexico Museum of Art, this collection of works by German-born, New 

Mexico-based artist Gustave Baumann features selections from the spectrum of his artistic explorations. Over the 

course of his career, Baumann worked as a draftsman, commercial artist, painter, marionette maker, furniture 

maker, and wood-block printer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 11 – 19 

All-City Senior High Schools Senior Exhibition 

This is an exhibition featuring the work of graduating seniors of Las Cruces area high schools. 

The show offers works in all art media, along with an offering of culinary arts selections on the 

evening of the exhibition’s opening. 

Lisa Pugh has resigned her position at the Museum of Art and Carey Crane is 

now the acting museum manager.  Lisa started managing the MoA in 2005 after a 

number of years in the museum field and brought in many wonderful exhibits for 

the Las Cruces art community.  Exhibits such as—”Warhol & Pop Art,” “Rodin: In 

His Own Words,” “NASA ART,” “New Mexico: 100 Years of Art” and “From the 

Ground Up”—speak to Lisa’s vision and passion for bringing quality culture to the 

citizens of Las Cruces.  Lisa’s energy, enthusiasm, and guidance will be missed by 

museum staffers, and we are sure that the current president of the New Mexico 

Association of Museums will land on her feet and do a great job in her next posi-

tion.  Thanks, Lisa, for all that you did for the Museum of Art.  

Left—Gustave Baumann (1881 – 1971), Procession, 1930, color woodcut with aluminum leaf, 13 x 12 3/4 in. 

Collection of the New Mexico Museum of Art. Museum purchase with funds raised by the School of American 

Research, 1952 (964.23G) © New Mexico Museum of Art 

Right—Baumann,  Old Santa Fe, 1924, color woodcut, 6 x 7 in. Collection of the New Mexico Museum of Art. 

Museum purchase with funds raised by the School of American Research, 1952 (943.23G) © New Mexico  

Museum of Art  
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Book Clubs at the Museums 

Every month, all four of the Las Cruces Museums host a book club tailored to the background and purpose of 

each museum with books selected for readability and discussion potential. These books generally focus on 

some aspect of an exhibit currently on display at each museum. 

The focus of the Museum of Nature & Science’s “Southwest Reading Connections” book club is life in the 

Southwest, paleontology, and desert life.  Some of the books we’ve read in the past are HALF BROKE HORSES 

by Jeanette Walls and RAPTOR RED by Robert T. Bakker.  In the spring, we plan to read a series of  

Southwestern mysteries and biographies of famous New Mexican scientists such as J. Robert Oppenheimer, 

the native New Yorker who traveled down to New Mexico and became “the father of the atomic bomb.”  

“Southwest Reading Connections” meets on the second Tuesday of each month from 1:30—3:00 pm. 

The Branigan Cultural Center hosts the “Cultural Connections Book Club” on the third Wednesday of each 

month from 2:00—4:00 pm.  Focusing on books that address the unique history and culture of the Southwest, 

this book club is aligned with another of Branigan’s programs, “History Notes” to provide an in-depth look at  

a facet of Southwestern culture each month. 

The longest-running of the book clubs, “Reading Art Book Club,” started in 2008 and focuses on books relating 

to art and artists, with many of the books relating to an exhibition on display at the Museum of Art.  When 

appropriate, “Reading Art” will also incorporate media or movies related to the chosen book.  This book club 

meets every second Wednesday from 2:30 to 4:00 pm. 

Inspired by MURDER ON THE ORIENT EXPRESS by Agatha Christie, the “Rail Readers Book Club” selects 

books about trains and travel—many of which also involve a mystery!  Every month, these books spark a  

dynamic discussion and transport everyone to exotic destinations.  “Rail Readers” meets every third  

Wednesday at 11:00 am. 

Whatever your taste in reading, the museums have a book club for you.  For information about any of our 

book clubs, contact the museums below. 

 

 

Museum of Nature & 

Science (575) 532-3372 

Branigan Cultural  

Center (575) 541-2154 

Museum of Art  

(575) 541-2221 

Las Cruces Railroad 

Museum (575) 647-4480 

The Reading Art Book Club  
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Foundation for Las Cruces Museums  

Mike Weiss, President, FLCM 
 
The big event for the foundation this quarter was the Renaissance Fair sponsored 

by the Doña Ana Arts Council.  Once again we sold “Rat on a Stick” which proved 

to be popular and profitable.  With good weather for the weekend and the help of 

foundation members John Deck, John Northcutt, Bill Wachtel, Karen Feder, Bert 

Stevens, Gail Larkin, Leigh Hernandez, Jim Garthwait, 

Jennifer Perez, Laurie Smith, Randy Fromm, Helen and 

Jerry Moser and Mike Weiss, we managed to have one of 

our more successful rat-selling events. 
 

We are now well into the hustle and bustle of the holiday 

season.  We think about our families and community  

during this season, and it is a good time to reflect on the 

contributions to the community made by the staffs of the 

Museum Department and four museums—the Branigan 

Cultural Center, the Museum of Art, the Museum of  

Nature & Science, and the Railroad Museum. 
 

Throughout the year the museums sponsor a variety of 

free activities for people in Las Cruces. Regular monthly 

lectures at the museums cover topics in science, art,  

history, and culture. Book lovers can take advantage of 

book clubs which meet monthly at the museums to  

discuss different books.  Activities for children from  

toddlers on up open the worlds of science, art, and history 

to eager inquiring minds.  Again, these activities are free. 

Go to the city website, www.las-cruces.org, and click on 

Departments, then Community & Cultural Services. 
 

December started with several museum events. Once 

again, the Old-Fashioned Holiday event at the Railroad 

Museum was extremely well attended, with close to 3,000 

parents and children excited to see Santa Clause arrive 

on a BNSF locomotive.  The children then were able to 

talk with Santa about what they wanted for Christmas. 

Again this year the Railroad Museum provided events 

where special needs children and adults could meet with 

Santa. 
 

Current members and those interested in becoming  

members are always welcome to join our volunteer efforts 

to ensure the Las Cruces museums remain a vibrant piece 

of the fabric of our community. At our January meeting,  

we elected board members and I will continue for the next 

2 years as President.  Jim Garthwait was elected Vice-

President and Bill Wachtel will continue on as Treasurer. 

  

Information is available via email at  

friendsoflcm@gmail.com.  Also please visit our website, 

www.foundationlcm.com, or friend us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/FoundationLCMuseums. Look for  

museum updates and foundation activities in our monthly 

Bulletin article, published every first Friday coinciding with the Downtown Arts Ramble.  

For more information on becoming a member of the foundation and support, the arts, the sciences and history in  

Las Cruces, pick up a brochure during a visit to one of the museums or contact us at friendsoflcm@gmail.com.  

  

Top—Rat on a Stick was popular with  

Renaissance Fair attendees. 

Right—Volunteer Gail Larkin serves  

hungry customers. 

http://www.las-cruces.org
http://www.foundationlcm.com
http://www.facebook.com/FoundationLCMuseums
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Las Cruces Museum Volunteer News 
Julie Hansen, Volunteer Coordinator 

 

This quarter we welcomed twelve new volunteers to the museum system. At the Museum of Art, returning 

volunteer Dean Hammond will be working Tuesday mornings at the reception desk.  Junior docent Sam 

Martinez will be working Saturday mornings at reception in addition to helping in studio programs.  Juan 

Carillo is also working Saturdays to cover the lunch hour.  Luisa Castellanos will be helping with special 

events. 

The Branigan Cultural Center has six new volunteers.  Whitney Jacobs is working in the collections depart-

ment. Ruth Jaure and Vicki Hibner are training as docents. Angela Muhanga is working with the education 

department, assisting with promotional materials.  Jeanna Rodriguez-Lawson, a former intern, has returned 

as an education assistant. Finally, we are delighted to have writer and historian Linda Harris assisting with 

research and interpretation for our May Family exhibit, planned for 2015. 

Special thanks to Jill Franzen who co-curated our Toys and Dolls exhibit, and Sareta Gregory who has been 

working on the doll inventory, conservation, and installation for two years.  

At the Railroad Museum, Michelle Archuleta will be assisting with special events, and Victor Plumb will  

be our new exhibits assistant. Long-time volunteer Tom O’Brien (over 2000 hours of service at the Railroad 

Museum) stepped in at the last minute to cover a Brown Bag lecture in October when our scheduled speaker 

was unable to give his presentation on “Coal Fired Steam Driven Trains.” With his extensive knowledge of 

trains, Tom was able to deliver an excellent impromptu talk on the topic. 

Our volunteers are an invaluable resource and we are so grateful for their assistance and expertise! 

Jill Franzen, Julie Hansen and Sareta Gregory in Toys and Dolls 

Exhibit. 
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As Seen at the Museums 

 

Left—Railroad Museum decorated for holidays. 

 

Below—Celestial Sounds singers perform at RRM. 

Above—Cultural Bazaar at the Branigan Cultural Center 

 

Right—Cultural Bazaar participants 
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Events Calendar 

For a comprehensive calendar of all Las Cruces Museum System’s  

events, visit http://museums.las-cruces.org and view the events  

calendar for the museum of your choice. 

Administration 
  

Rebecca Slaughter 

Interim Museum System  

Administrator 

rslaughter@las-cruces.org 
  

Liz Montoya 

Administrative Assistant 

lmontoya@las-cruces.org 
  

Jennifer Robles 

Curator for Collections 

jrobles@las-cruces.org 
  

Todd Hall 

Exhibits Preparator 

thall@las-cruces.org 

  
  

Branigan Cultural Center  
  

Elisabeth Stone 

Education Curator  

estone@las-cruces.org 
  

Natalie Mosley 

Administrative Assistant 

nmosley@las-cruces.org 

 

Julia Hansen 

Interim Exhibits Curator 

jhansen@las-cruces.org 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Las Cruces Railroad  

Museum 
  

Garland Courts 

Director 

gcourts@las-cruces.org 
  

Joanne Beer 

Education Curator  

jobeer@las-cruces.org 
  

  

Las Cruces Museum of Art 
  

J. Carey Crane 

Interim Director 

ccrane@las-cruces.org 
  

Joy Miller 

Exhibits Curator 

jmiller@las-cruces.org 
  

Andy Albertson 

Education Curator  

aalbertson@las-cruces.org 
  

Mary Ann Flenniken 

Administrative Assistant 

maryf@las-cruces.org 

  

Brian Fallstead 
Studio Assistant 

bfallstead@las-cruces.org 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

Las Cruces Museum 

of Nature & Science 
  

Mike Walczak 

Director 

mwalczak@las-cruces.org 
  

Kim Hanson 

Education Curator 

khanson@las-cruces.org 
  

Leticia Soto 

Administrative Assistant 

lsoto@las-cruces.org 
  

Richard Quick 

Naturalist 

rquick@las-cruces.org 

 

Las Cruces Museum System Staff 

mailto:nmosley@las-cruces.org

