
World AIDS Day, observed on December first every year, is dedicated by the 
United Nations to raising awareness of the AIDS pandemic caused by the spread 
of HIV infection.  Across Canada, a national coalition of community-based AIDS 
organizations, the Canadian AIDS Society, is dedicated to strengthening the response to 
HIV/AIDS across all sectors of their society. Since 1995, the President of the United 
States has made an official proclamation on World AIDS Day.  It is fitting then that we 
SSNDs, as educators called to respond to the crises of our time, continue bringing this 

information to our students and colleagues. 
 
As of 2013, AIDS has killed more than 36 million people worldwide (1981-2012), and an estimated 35.3 
million people are living with HIV, making it one of the most important global public health issues 
in recorded history. Despite recent improved access to antiretroviral treatment in many regions of the 
world, the AIDS epidemic claims an estimated 2 million lives each year, of which about 270,000 are 
children. Last year, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon declared that “much of the world is accelerating 
progress in responding to HIV.  There are significant decreases in new infections and deaths, and we are 
making good progress in realizing our target of ensuring 15 million people have access to antiretroviral 
treatment by 2015.  This is crucial to halting and reversing the AIDS epidemic for good.” 

 
Fact sheet on AIDS:   http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs360/en/   

More information on AIDS:  http://www.who.int/topics/hiv_aids/en/      

Canadian HIV/AIDS Resources 2014   
 http://www.cdnaids.ca/canadian-hivaids-resources-2014-edition    
 

 
 

10 goals for 2015 

• Sexual transmission of HIV reduced by half, including among young people, men who have sex with 

men and transmission in the context of sex work; 

• Vertical transmission of HIV eliminated and AIDS-related maternal deaths reduced by half; 

• All new HIV infections prevented among people who use drugs; 

• Universal access to antiretroviral therapy for people living with HIV who are eligible for treatment; 

• TB deaths among people living with HIV reduced by half; 
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• All people living with HIV and households affected by HIV are addressed in all national social 

protection strategies and have access to essential care and support; 

• Countries with punitive laws and practices around HIV transmission, sex work, drug use or 

homosexuality that block effective responses reduced by half; 

• HIV-related restrictions on entry, stay and residence eliminated in half of the countries that have such 

restrictions; 

• HIV-specific needs of women and girls are addressed in at least half of all national HIV responses; 

• Zero tolerance for gender-based violence. 
 


