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Mike Butler - Alumni Top Volunteer Award
B.S.B., Business Management (1979)

Following careers in the movie theater and antique car industries Mike acquired the assets of the seventy-four year old Diskey Sign Company in 1998.  

Initially  focusing on architectural signs for healthcare and education, customers soon included Yale, Columbia, Notre Dame & IPFW.  The business expanded 

into new markets including corporate (Xerox), industrial (General Motors), hospitality (Marriott), food-service (McDonalds), advertising, funeral, military, 

wide format printing, trade show displays, trophies & awards.  Diskey is proud that 95% of their products are manufactured in Fort Wayne by associates 

who have included IPFW graduates and students.

Mike is from a true IPFW family.  His father and uncle attended the IU Extension during the early 1950’s. His mother worked at the IU School of Business 

during the 1960’s. Children Jessica and Greg were both IPFW students during the 2000’s, and Jessica previously worked in alumni relations for the school.

Like many of his generation, Mike wanted to move from the area after high school and IPFW was his last choice for a college.  He became the first employee

of the Auburn Cord Duesenberg Museum as a high school senior and entered the IPFW School of Business that fall.  Working full time while attending college

The IPFW Alumni Association would like to thank Mike Butler and Diskey Architectural Signage for donating the engraved 

crystal plaques given to our award recipients at a private ceremony earlier today.

full time, Mike now has the perspective to appreciate how valuable his school/work experience was and is grateful for the opportunity that IPFW provided. Mike has been a tireless supporter of 

IPFW, donating both his time and resources to help support the marketing and programming efforts of the alumni association.



Andre Patterson - Alumni Citation Award
A.A.G.S., (2002) and B.G.S., (2003)

Linda has served IPFW as Executive Director of Development since 1995.  She held the position of Director of Development for the McMillen Center for Health 

Education from 1992-1995.  She and her late husband Joseph D. Ruffolo were married for 45 years.  She has lived in Fort Wayne for almost 40 years.

Patterson’s family is paramount to him and he makes them a priority every day. He has three children and two grandchildren, all of whom keep him grounded and in touch with his youth. In his spare  

time, he enjoys music, reading, watching movies, and leisure activities that include playing basketball, fishing, and ultimately being with his family.

Fury.  He learned first-hand that there were two systems of social justice in the world:  the “haves” and the “have-nots.”  His life experiences drove him to seek further knowlege and understanding of 

people and the “why and how ” they become involved in the criminal justice system. After finishing his career in basketball, Patterson moved to Fort Wayne and began working in the field of social

services at the department of corrections. He completed his formal education at IPFW while working for the department of corrections, where he finished as assistant superintendent of Northeast Juvenile

Correctional Facility.  In addition, he ran a non-profit organization called Just-For-Youths that provides opportunities for underprivileged youth throughout the community. Patterson’s passion for

helping people, life experiences and educational background have ultimately led him to a career where he is able to have a tremendous impact on his local community and the university. 

Andre Patterson works at IPFW as the CTE/STEM outreach coordinator in the Office of Diversity and Multicultural Affairs. He oversees initiatives to increase retention

and graduation rates of minority students, including the Brother 2 Brother mentoring program designed to help African American males succeed in college.

Patterson is the chair for the Fort Wayne Commission on African American Males, is a board member for the Fort Wayne Urban league, and also coaches the girls’

basketball team at Harding Jr. H.S.  He is a two-time graduate of IPFW, with studies in criminal justice, economics and organizational leadership & supervision.

Andre Patterson was born in Washington D.C. to Odell Patterson and Sally Lawson. He grew up in the urban underclass where he learned from his two brothers and

four sisters the important lessons of life.  They instilled in him values and morals that he still holds onto today. Patterson always had an interest in knowing how

society works, especially for those living in the urban and rural underclass. Before Patterson obtained his formal education, he grew up in high-crime environments 

both in Washington D.C. and Harlem, New York, witnessing first-hand community members’ struggles with the criminal and legal systems.  His informal education

didn’t stop there. He was recruited to play basketball at a young age and traveled the world, playing on various rosters in Europe and as a player for the Fort Wayne 

During her early years in Fort Wayne Linda was busy raising their two children.  Daughter, Julie, is married to Brian Gilpin, an attorney also from  Fort Wayne, and

now lives in the Milwaukee suburb of Whitefish Bay.  They have a six-year-old son, Jack William, and a three-year-old, Luke Thomas.  Son, Joe II, is single and 

lives in New York City.  He is employed by ABC as Senior Vice President of ABC News digital.  Both children are graduates of Snider High School.

 

After the move to Fort Wayne in early 1974 she was involved with her children’s activities, including being a Brownie Leader, Room Mother, Music Booster organizer and fundraiser.  She has served on

 many community boards such as Girl Scouts, WBNI, PBS, Fort Wayne Philharmonic, Fort Wayne Ballet, Fort Wayne Art Museum, The Alliance, Arts United and United Way.  She is a past president of the 

Fort Wayne Philharmonic Women’s Committee (now called Philharmonic Friends), and a past president of the Board of the Friends of the Lincoln Museum and a past chair of Arts United.  She has 

served on the advisory boards of Fort Wayne Junior League and FAME, and served on the boards and committees of Fort Wayne Civic Theatre and Visiting Nurse and Hospice Home.  She is currently on

 the board of the Allen County Courthouse Preservation Trust, and is serving her fifth year as president of the Board of Directors of Fort Wayne Youtheatre.  She served as Special Events Chair for Fort 

Wayne’s Bicentennial and Millennium Celebrations.  She has been a tutor for Study Connection (a Fort Wayne Community Schools tutorial program) since its inception 25 years ago, and is a member

 of Fort Wayne’s Planned Giving Council and the Downtown Rotary. Linda has been a champion for IPFW in the Fort Wayne community for almost two decades and has made a unique and lasting

impact on the university and the community it serves. 

Linda holds her B.A. Degree from the University of Wisconsin (Madison) in Speech Pathology and Audiology and her Masters Degree in that same field  from Illinois 

State University.  She also did some post graduate work in that field at Northwestern University.  She worked in the public schools of Arlington Heights, Illinois, as 

a speech and hearing therapist prior to graduate work and then worked at Elmhurst College in Elmhurst, Illinois, as an Assistant Professor of speech pathology 

and audiology and Assistant Director of the Elmhurst College Speech Clinic, prior to moving to Memphis, Tennessee in 1971.

Matthew Blume is Director of the Operational Service Group for HighTower Advisors. He heads Operations, dealing in account creation/review, transfers of 

assets, securities and money movement, corporate reorganization, policy and procedure creation, audit review, and the transitioning of new teams to HighTower. 

In addition to his daily duties, Matthew serves as the firm's Senior Registered Options Principal, assisting in policy enforcement, creation, and review. He also has 

earned an MBA from the Mendoza College of Business at the University of Notre Dame. During his time at IPFW, Matthew was the Number 1 player on the men’s 

tennis team, serving as captain during the 2001 and 2002 seasons, and was  active in IPSGA, serving as a Supreme Court justice. Matthew is joined today by his

mother, Millie Blume, an IPFW Alumnae, B.S. 72 and M.S. 75, and his sister Kristin who also studied at IPFW before completing her degree at Ball State. Matthew’s 

late father, Thomas Blume, MBA ‘79, was a lifelong ardent supporter of IPFW and the 2003 Alumni Citation award recipient. A memorial was recently established

in Tom’s name to benefit the IPFW Alumni Association, and this summer Matt will host the first ever gathering of IPFW Alumni residing in the Chicagoland area. 

Dedication to IPFW is truly a Blume family tradition – a tradition started by Tom and carried forward today through his son Matthew.

Matthew Blume - Outstanding Young Alumni Award
B.S.B., Business Marketing (2003)

Linda Ruffolo - Honorary Lifetime Alumni Board Member
IPFW Executive Director of Development
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