
“The WILD Wall” 

Mapping out our top wilderness research questions 

Wilderness and wild lands are often regarded as important areas for science, research and education. They provide 

us with an environmental baseline against which human modified ecosystems can be compared. They allow us to 

study natural processes, wildlife, ecosystems and interactions with minimum interference from anthropogenic forces 

such as farming, forestry, mining, transportation, etc. They allow us to study the global effects of pollution and 

climate change without having to account for local influences from cities, industry and agriculture. They provide us 

with instructional examples and field study sites for educational programmes. In short, wilderness is THE natural 

laboratory for many branches of scientific endeavour.  

A number of interagency surveys of experts in the environment and conservation field have been carried out to list 

and prioritise the top scientific research questions in ecology1, conservation and biodiversity2. This survey aims to 

help identify and map out the top wilderness science research questions. The objective here is to compile a list of 

50-100 questions that, if answered, would have the greatest impact on wilderness and wild lands worldwide. 

WILD10 is the ideal process through which to do this. 

You are therefore cordially invited, as a recognised expert in your field, to participate in this survey by following the 

following process… 

1. Please think carefully about the following question: 

“What are the top scientific research questions concerning or involving wilderness and wild lands?” 

Your questions can be formulated to be as broad or specific as you like, but please keep to one sentence.  

2. Draw up a short list of your top research questions (you can have as many or as few as you like) and return 

these to this email address: topquestions@wild10.org stating your field of expertise and the organisation to 

which you belong. If you could circulate this survey to your colleagues, even if they are not attending 

WILD10, this will help us widen the process and get a more representative response. 

 

3. A team of people from CoalitionWILD will then sort and group your questions along with everyone else’s 

under the themes and headings that develop as the responses come in.  

 

4. These will then be posted on the WILD Wall at WILD10 in a prominent place where they can be seen, read, 

further sorted, added to and discussed in an interactive process involving all congress participants. The wall 

will be maintained, managed and recorded throughout the congress by the CoalitionWILD team to see how it 

changes and evolves over the 7 days of WILD10.  

 

5. At the end of the congress, the wall will be taken down and the lists and groups of questions carefully 

recorded. The final set of questions, listed under groups and themes, will be summarised and circulated to all 

participants for comment and state their preferences as to what should be in the top 50. 

 

6. A final representative group of experts will do a final sort and publish the prioritised list. It is intended that 

this will be a WILD10 deliverable but will also be published in the scientific press. 

 

Thank you!  - The WILD Wall Team 
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