
FEMALE PARTICIPANTS NEEDED FOR RESEARCH STUDY ON
FACIAL DIFFERENCE & THE MOTHER-DAUGHTER RELATIONSHIP

My name is Victoria Pileggi and I am a second year Master’s student at the University of Guelph
in the Family Relationships and Human Development program. As part of my studies, I am conducting a
research study under the supervision of Dr. Carla Rice. The proposed project, My Mother, My Daughter,
My Self: Mother-Daughter Relationships and the Influence of Facial Differences, looks to fill in some of
the gaps in the existing literature on facial difference, and looks to present an alternative means of
understanding facial difference. Specifically, the project aims to explore the mother-daughter relationship
when the daughter is living with a facial difference, a topic that remains previously unaddressed.

The specific objectives of the project include: exploring how mothers support their daughters in
navigating social interactions, family adjustment, and encounters with the medical system; examining the
ways in which mothers help their daughters transition through adolescence, and develop a sense of self,
body and gender; understanding what facial differences can uniquely contribute to a girl’s sense of self
and the mother-daughter relationship; and analyzing the way in which a woman might mother differently
when she too is living with a facial difference. The study looks to use focus groups for data collection to
ensure that the individual voices of participants are heard and respected, and uncover the complex, often
misrepresented, experiences of living with a facial difference or raising a child with a facial difference,
particularly daughters.

If you are a young woman living with a facial difference (age 13-25) or are a mother of a daughter
with a facial difference in this age range who is or is not personally living with a facial difference, I would
like to invite you to participate in the study, and take part in a one-on-one interview in which you will be
asked to respond to a series of predetermined questions. You will have the choice of participating in
either a one-on-one interview or a focus group. One-on-one interviews will take place at a time and place
that is convenient for you, and can be performed over telephone or Skype, if you prefer.

Minimal psychological risk is possible due to the nature of the questions inherent within the study.
You may be upset or made uncomfortable by the questions regarding your relationship with your mother
or daughter and your experiences living with or raising a child with a facial difference. The potential
psychological risks however are no different than those that may be encountered on a daily basis, and it
is my hope that by participating you may gain a deeper understanding of the ways in which your
experiences have shaped your identity as a woman and mother, and impacted their relationship with their
mother or daughter. The study may also serve to advance the literature on facial differences by valuing
the unique experiences of individuals, using methods and theories that do not endorse the negative
medical model of disability which has informed the majority of prior research in the field.

Your participation within the study is entirely voluntary. If you volunteer to be in this study, you
may withdraw at any time without consequences of any kind. Should you choose to withdraw from the
study, your recording will be deleted, and there will be no record of your participation or responses. You
may also refuse to answer any questions you don’t want to answer and still remain in the study.  The
investigator may withdraw you from this research if circumstances arise that warrant doing so. Please
note also that this study is in no way affiliated with AboutFace, and your membership to the AboutFace
community will not be jeopardized in way should you decide not to participate or withdraw from the study
at a later time.

Every effort will be made to ensure confidentiality of any identifying information that is
obtained in connection with this study. For transcription purposes, interviews will be audio recorded,
but the recordings will be transferred to an encrypted laptop and deleted from the recorder within 24
hours of interview completion. Participants will have the right to review their transcript upon request. Any
printed documentation or files with identifying information will be kept in a locked cabinet at the University
of Guelph and shredded upon completion and submission of the dissertation for graduation. The
electronic copies of the transcripts will be kept on the encrypted laptop for possible future use in a
doctoral dissertation. If the project is submitted for publication, all participants will be notified via email,
and transcripts will be kept until the final dissertation is accepted.



For more information regarding the study or if you would like to participate in the study, please
contact me, Victoria Pileggi, at vpileggi@uoguelph.ca or at (519) 824-4120 ext. 56987.


